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TOUCHING 

SHERIFFS 


J  Written  by  the  Honourable 

j  Sir  MATTHEW  HALE }  Kc> 

Sometime  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  His  Ma- 
1  jefty’s  Court  of  King’ s-Bench. 


To  which  is  added, 

A  Try  a  l  of  WITCHES, 

At  the  Affizes  held  at  Bury  St.  Edmonds ,  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  on  the  10th  of  Afyrcb 
1664,  before  the  faid  Sir  Mattbejp  Hale ,  Kt. 


LONDON , 

Printed  for  D.  Brown ,  J.  IValthoe,  and  M. 

IFotton.  1716. 


FOR 

The  Right  Honourable 

THE 

MB: 

Lord  High  Treasurer 

O  F 

ENGLAND , 

•  ;;  .  •  .  *  \ 

And  she 

C  H  A  N  CELL  O  R 

Of  the 

exchequer; 

According  to  my  Promife  to  you 
Lordfhips,  I  have  given  a  larg® 
Hiftorical  Narrative  of  the  She¬ 
riffs  Acccompts  for  the  Annual 
Revenue  of  their  Countries  :  Wherein 
fome  things  may  occur  that  may  be  ufe- 
ful  to  the  underftanding  of  the  Sheriffs 
Accompts?  and  many  other  old  obfcure 

A  2  Records, 
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Records,  and  fome  things  incidently  open-  |l 
ed,  that  have  been  formerly  obfcure  and  u 
farce  intelligibie,yetfitto  be  known.  Some:  i 
things  alfo  relating  to  the  difference  be- it 
tween  the  Auditors  of  the  Revenue,  and  > 
the  Officers  of  the  Pipe.  There  may  be:| 
fome  Miftakes  of  my  own,  I  confefs,  in  an > 
Matter  of  fo  great  intricacy,  perplexity  ^ 
and  obfoletenefs,  which  I  could  not  eafily  a 
correct,  in  the  Country,  becaufe  many  of  a 
rny  Papers  are  at  London  that  concern  this;! 
Bufinefs,  and,  I  fear,  hardly  to  be  retrie-| 
ved  into  a  due  order,  inreaiard  of  the  late  I 
diftractioii.  And  here  may  be  fpme  Mif—i 
takes  in  the  Tranfcriber,  which  at  this  i 
diftance  I  could  not  examine.  But,  pofli- il 
bly,  notwithfhnding  thefe  Miftakes,  Your  | 
Lordlhips  may  find  fomething  thaf  may  | 
Jae  ufefu!,  and  when  I  wait  upon  ypufJ 
I  (hall  review  and  corred, .  1 


Tour  Lordfbips  , 
fawible  Servant , 


A  Short 

TREATISE 


Touching 

Sheriffs  Accompts. 

* — . — .  .  , — . 


CHAP.  L 

Touching  the  Ancient  and  Modem 
Weight  and  Allay  of  Sterling  Silver . 

T  will  be  neceflary  for  the  better 
underftanding  of  Sheriffs  Ac* 
compts,  efpecially  in  the  elder 
times,  to  examine  thefe  matters, 
viz . 

I.  Touching  the.  Denoiffina- 
Itlon,  Weight  and  Allay  of  Sterling  Money, 
ithe  Corruptions  thereof  in  both,  and  the  Rerne- 
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dies  that  have  been  formerly  applied  for  the 
reformation  of  thefe  Corruptions. 

II.  Concerning  Firmes,  their  nature,  and 
flow  they  were  anfwered  in  former  times.  The  j 
firft  ftiall  be  the  fubjed  of  this  Chapter,  the  ij 
fecond  the  fubjed  of  the  next. 

Concerning  the  former  of  thefe,  I  fhall  apply 
jfny'felf  fingly  to  the  bufinefs  of  Silver  Coin,  , 
becaufe  that  wastheufual  Species  wherein  the  k 
King’s  Firmes  were  commonly  anfwered.  . 

And  firft  concerning  the  Coin  of  Silver, 
there  are  thefe  things  confiderable  there - 
in.  .  ^ 

1.  The  Authority  or  Power  that  gives  it 
its  Stamp,  Weight,  Denomination  and 
Value. 

2.  The  Matter  of  it. 

3.  The  Weight  and  Denomination. 

As  concerning  the  firft  of  thefe,  it  is,  with*" 
put  all  queftion,  the  inherent  Regality  and 
Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  to  give  the  Cup” 
fantnefs,  Allay,  Weight,  Denomination  and 
extrinfick  Value  to  the  Coin  of  this  King¬ 
dom  :  and  as  it  is  a  part  of  his  Regality  and 
Prerogative,  fo  it  is  a  part  of  his  Regal  Reve^ 
nue,  which  is  called  the  King’s  Seigniorage,  or 
Royalty,  or  Coinage,  piz.  ordinarily*  on  eve¬ 
ry  pound  weight  of  Gold,  the  King  had  for 
his  Com  $s.  out  of  which  he  paid  to  the  MaR 
ter  of  the  Mint,  for  his  work,  fometimes  1  s. 
fometimes  is,  6d.  Upon  every  pound  weight 
ofiSilver^  the  Seigniorage,  or  Coinage,  anfwer* 
ed  to  the  King,  in  the  time  of  King  Edw.  3. 
Was  8  peny  weight,  ponders,  which  about  that 
®ime  amounted  to  i  s.  out  or  wnch  he  paid  foine- 
times  8 d,  fometimes  $<?*  fo  the  Matter.  In 


Ms 
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the  time  of  H  5.  the  King's  Seigniorage  of 
every  p^mia  weight  oi  Silver  was  ijd.  See 
Rot.  Pari.  9  H.  5. pars  2.  Ah  1  5.  although  the 
Authorization,  Denomination  and  Stamp  of 
Coin  was  undoubtedly  the  King's  Right,  yet 
appears  by  Roger  Hawood ,  that  in  the  trouble- 
fome  times  ot  King  Stephen ,  viz.  An.  Dorn , 
1149.  Omnes  Potentes,  tarn  Epifcopi  quam  Comi¬ 
tes  &  Barones ,  fiiam  jaciehant  monetam.  But 
^enryWe  i^SX^coming  to  the  Crown,  reme¬ 
died  this  ufurpation  of  the  Baronage :  Novani 
fecit  monetam  qm  fola  recepta  er  at  &  accept  a  in 
regno.  And  fince  that  time, the  exercife  as  well  as 
the  right  of  coining  of  Money  in  the  Kingdom 
hath  remained  uninterruptedly  in  the  Crown, 
It  is  true,  that  by  certain  ancient  Privileges/ 
derived  by  Charter  and'  tJfage  fforrf TheTfown^ 
divers,  efpecially  of  the  eminent  Clergy,  had 
•  tBeir  Mims  or  Coinages  of  Money.  *M\ 
Abbot  of  St.  Edmunds-Bnry  ,  Claitf.  32  H.  S.  m. 

1 5.  dorfo :  And  the  Archbiihop  of  fork  Ciauf. , 
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5;  E.  q,. pars  i.m.  lo.  19.  dorfo ?  and  fome  others* 
But  although  they  had  the  Profit  of  the  Coin, 
yet  they  had  neither  the  Denomination, Stamp, 
nor  Allay:  For  upon  every  change  of  the 
Coin  by  the  King's  Proclamation  ,  there  iffiied 
over  a  Mandate  to  the  Treafurer  and  Barons 
to  deliver  a  Stamp  over  to  thofe  private 
Mints  to  be  ufed.  But  this  liberty  of  Coin" 
age  in  private  Lords  hath  been  long  fince  difi 
ufed,  and  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  altogether, 

. rea (finned  by  the  Statute  of  3  EL  ~j,Cap.  6% 

2.  Concerning  the  fecond,  vi%.  the  Matter  or 
Species  whereof  the  currant  Coin  of  this  King¬ 
dom  hath  been  made,  it  is  Gold  or  Silver,  but 
not  altogether  pure,  but  with  an  Allay  of 

A  4  Copper, 
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Copper,  at  leaft  from  the  time  of  King  ff.  t, 
a;nd  H.  2.  though  poffibiy  in  ancienter  times 
the  Species  whereof  the  Coin  was  made  might 
be  pure  Gold  or  Silver  *,  and  this  Allay  was 
that  which  gave  the  Denomination  of  Sterling 
tp  that  Coin,  viz.  Sterling  Gold,  or  Sterling 
Silver :  Wherein  there  will  be  inquirable,- 
i.  Whence  that  Denomination  came. 

2  .  How  ancient  that  Denomination  was. 

3.  What  was  the  Allay  that  gave  Silver 
that  Denomination. 

For  the  former  of  thefe  there  are  various 
cbnje€tees,  and  nothing  of  certainty. 

Spehian  fuppofeth  it  to  take  that  Denomina¬ 
tion  from  the  Efterlivgs ,  who,  as  he  fuppofeth, 
came  over  afrd  reformed  our  Coin  to  that  Al¬ 
lay.  Of  this  Opinion  was  Cambden ,  AGer- 
mcLins ,  quos  Angli  Efterlmgs,  ab  Orient  all  jituy 
tocarmitj  fatfa  eft  appellafio  •  quo  a  Johannes  Rex7 
ad  Argentum  infitam  puriiatem  redigevdam ,  primus 
evocavit :  &  ejufmodi  minimi  Efterlingi,  in  anti • 
quisfcripturis  femper  repermitur.  Some  fuppofe 
that  it  might  be  taken  up  from  the  Starve  ju- 
i&orum ,  who  being  the  great  Brokers  for  Mo¬ 
ney,  accepted  and  allowed  Money  of  that  Ah 
lay.  for  currant  payment  of  their  Stars  or  Ob¬ 
ligations. ;  Others  from  the  impreffion  of  a 
Sterling,  or  of  an  Afterifck  upon  the  Coin. 
Par  ceo  qiie  le'  form  dim  Stare ,  dont  le  diminu¬ 
tive  eft  Sterling ,  fiat  imprefft  on  ftamp  fur  ceo . 

,  Aiders  pur  eeoquele  primer  de  ceft  Standard 
fmt  coyn  en  le  Caftle  de  Sterlin  in  Scotland  pur  U 
Roy  Edw.  i .  And  poilibiy  as  the  proper  name 
of  the  fourth  part  of  a  Peny  was  called  a 
Farthing,  and  ordinarily  a  Ferling  ^  fo  in 
truth  the  proper  name  of  a  Peny  in  thofe 

times 
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times  was  called  a  Sterling,  without  any  other 
reafon  oi  it  than  the  ufe  ot  the  times  and  arbi¬ 
trary  impofition,  as  other  names  ufually  grow. 
For  the  old  Ad  of  51  H.  3.  called  Compojitio 
Menfurarvm,  tells  11s  that  Denarius  Anglia  Ster¬ 
lings  dicitur.  And  bccaufe  this  was  the  root 
of  the  meafure,  efpecially  of  Silver  Coin,  as 
will  be  {hewed,  therefore  all  our  Coin  of  the- 
fame  Allay  was  alfo  called  Sterling,  as  five 
Shillings  Sterling,  five  Pounds  Sterling. 

2.  When  this  name  of  Sterling  came  firfl 
in  is  uncertain,  only  we  are  certain  it  was  a 
Denomination  in  ufe  in  the  time  of  H.  3.  or 
Ed.  1 .  and  after-ages.  But  it  was  not  in  ufe 
at  the  time  of  the  compiling  of  Doomfday7 
for  if  it  were  we  fliould  have  found  it  there, 
where  there  is  fo  great  occafion  of  mention  of 
Firmes,  Rents  and  Payments. 

Standard  del  mony  en  French  eft  appel  Pied  de 
mony  per  Bo  din,  Pesmonetarum ,  qnaji  Princepsibi 
pedem  ftgit. 

Matth.  Paris  mag.Hift .  220.  b<  Inle  12  an . 
de  Roy  John  le  primier  ftandard  del  Englift)  mony 
fuit  eftablifb  en  Realm  dd  Ireland,  et  fuit  equal  al 
prime 5,  &  que  V  Englift)  mony  ne  fuit  uu  quart  part 
melior  in  value  que  V  drift) ,  come  ceo  ad  eft  re  de - 
puis  le  temps  del  Edw.  4.  Et  fuit  change  in  Ire¬ 
land  come  ceo  fuit  change  in  Engleterre.  Le 
primer  difference  &  inequality  inter  les  Standards 
del  Englift)  monies ,  &  drift)  monies  eft  troue  in  5 
Ed.  4.  car  donq\  fuit  declare  in  Parliament  icy  que 
le  Noble  ferra  currant  en  ceft  Realm  pur  10  s,  & 
iftint  fuit  que  V  drift)  Shilling  forfque  (yd.  Den - 
gletre. 

Hovenden  in  Rich  1.  fol.  377.  b.  Videns  igitur 
Galfridus  Eboracenfis  eleSus,  quod  nift  mediants 
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pecmvta  amorem  Regis  fui  Midterms  habere  pofti % 
promijit  ei  tria  millid  Librariim  Sterlingornm  pro 
arnorc  efus  hahendo .  $tte  fnii  dev  ant  le  temps  del 
Roy  John  *,  pur  qne  femble  que  le  temps  quant  cejf 
money  fuit  primerment  coin  eft  uncertain.  Car  aft- 
cuns  diont  qne  ftnit  fait  per  Osbright  tin  Roy  de 
Saxon  race  i5o  ans  dev  ant  le  Norman  conqiieft . 
Nummus  a  Numa  qne  fuit  le  primer  Roy  qne  fe- 
ftoit  moneies  en  Rome.  IJfint  Sterlings ,  alias  Efter- 
lings y  queux  primes  fteftoient  le  money  de  ceft  Stan¬ 
dard  en  Engleterre. 

As  touching  the  Allay  that  is  by  ufe  and 
ctiftom  fitted  to  that  Money  which  we  call  the 
Sterling,  or  Sterling  Allay  ^  perchance  we  fhall 
not  find  that  conftancy  in  the  Allay  as  is  ge¬ 
nerally  thought. 

The  Sterling  Allay  of  Gold,  according  to 
the  Red  Rook  of  the  Exchequer  is  this.  The 
Pound  weight  of  Gold  confifts  of  twenty  four 
Charats ,  every  Charat  weighing  half  an 
Ounce  of  Silver*,  and  every  Charat  of  Gold 
con  fills  of  four  Grains,  and  confequently  every 
Grain  of  Gold  weighing  thirty  of  thefe  Grains 
which  we  call  Silver  Grains,  whereof  hereafter. 

In  the  the  time  of  Edw.  3.  the  Pound  of 
Sterling  Gold  confifted  of  twenty  three  Charats, 
three  Grains  and  a  half  of  pure  Gold,  and  half 
a  Grain  of  Allay  of  Copper. 

The  Sterling  Silver,  as  it  feems  to  me,  in 
former  times  had  an  Allay  differing  from  what 
it  is  at  this  day.  At  this  day  a  Pound  weight’ 
of  Silver  (viz.  12  Ounces  to  the  Pound,  or  Troft 
weight)  confifts  of  eleven  Ounces  two  Peny- 
weight  of  fine  Silver,  and  eighteen  Peny- weight 
of  Allay  of  Copper  :  Every  Pound  containing 
twelve  Ounces, and  every  Ounce  divided  into  20 
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parts  called  twenty  Peny-weight :  For  at  that 
time  20  Peny-weight  weighed  one  Ounce,  which 
though  the  Peny-weight  be  altered  ,  yet  the 
Denomination  continues.  And  this  Allay  was 
in  ufe  in  the  forty  jfixth  year  of  King  Edw.  3. 
and  for  lome  time  before,  and  hath  continued 
ever  fince. 

In  the  Treatife  of  Money  in  the  Red  Book 
of  the  Exchequer  which  feems  to  be  written  in 
the  time  of  Edw.  3,  for  it  mentions  the  Inden¬ 
tures  of  the  Mint  in  23  Ed.  3.  it  is  faid  the 
ufe  was  then  that  in  every  pound  weight  of 
Sterling  Silver  there  was  fixteen  Peny-weight  of 
Allay :  The  confequence  whereof  is,  that  the 
Pound  of  Sterling  Silver  then  contained  eleven 
Ounces  four  Peny-weight  of  fine  Silver,  and 
fixteen  Peny-weight  of  Copper. 

1  And  it  fhould  feem  by  what  follows  in  the 
Chapter,  that  in  the  time  of  H.  2.  the  Allay 
of  Copper  in  Sterling  Silver  was  lefs  than  that : 
For  upon  every  Pound  weight  of  Silver  Money 
they  ufed  to  allow  1 2  Peny-weight  ad  deab 
bandam  fir  mam  •,  which  feems  to  be  the  remedy 
for  the  reduction  of  the  Money  then  currant  in¬ 
to  fine  Silver,  fed  de  hoc  pojlea. 

But  at  this  day,  and  for  very  many  reafons, 
the  Allay  of  Sterling  Silver  hath  been  18  Peny- 
weight  of  Copper  'allowed  to  x  i  Ounces  2  Po¬ 
ny  weight  of  fine  Silver  ^  thereby  making  up 
the  Pound  weight  Troy  of  Sterling.  Vul.  In¬ 
dentures  of  the  Mint,  Clauf  46  Ed.  3.  m.  18. 
Dorf  Clauf  1.  H.  p.  m.  3?.  Dorf  Clauf  4. 
Ed.  4.  m.  io.  And  this  I  take  at  this  day  to 
continue  the  Standard  of  Sterling  Silver 

2  3  E.  1 .  Per  f pedal  ordinance  del  Roy  les  Pol¬ 
lards  &  Crockards  fueront  decrie  &  admit j  quel 
.  ordinance  fait  tranfmit  in  Realm  T  Ireland  &  en¬ 
rol 
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rol  en  Exchequer  icy ,  come  efi  t rone  in  Libro  rubrdf 
Scaccarii,  ibid,  pars  2.  fol.  2.  b. 

En  temps  E.  I.  Lefiarins  Anglia,  qui  mmina* 
tur ,  Sterlingiis,  rbiimdns  fine  tonfura ,  ponder  abit 
trighita  &  duo  grana  in  medio  fpicd. 

Dy.  Sterlingus&  Denarius  font  tout  un.  Le  Shilling 

7  Ed.  6.  conjiftoit  de  12  Sterlings .  2?  E.  9.  cap.  6.  Le 
fit  b fiance  de  cefi  denier  on  Sterling  Pejiy  al  primes 
fuit  vicefima  pars  unci  a.  Et  iffint  continue  tanq.  9  £. 
RaftalMc-  3.  quant  V  ounce  del  Silver  fuit  tallie  in  2  6  pence 
Bey.  345.  qne  proportion  fuit  continue  tanq.  2.  H.  <5.  gwtfwt 
V  ounce  del  Silver  fefcit  3  2  pence.  Et  cefi  iufq • 
al  5  E.  4.  quant  fefoit  40  pence.  Et  cefi  iufques 
16  H.  8.  quant  il prepare  fon  journy  al  Bulloigne 
(5*  donq^  fuit  divide  en  45  pence.  <$hte  continue 
Davis  24  ™f]ve*  al  2  El.  quant  V  ounce  de  pure  Silver  fuit 
tallie  en  60  pence ,  ©*  cefi  Standard  remain  a  cefi 
four. 

Et  qu&libet  libra  de  fierlivg  avoii  18 d.  oh.  dd 
allay  de  Copper,  &  nient  plus.  Et  cefi  allay  defier- 
ling  Mony  les  Ordinances  on  Statutes  de  25  E.  3. 
capm  13.  &  2  H.  6.  cap.  n.  font  mention  & 
efi  content  en  touts  Indentures  fait  enter  le  Roy  & 
les  Maifiers  del  Mint. 


CHAP.  II. 

Concerning  the  Weight  of  Coin 3  and 
the  Difference  therein 3  with  regard 
to  the  Denomination  of  Coin. 

THE  Pound  weight  of  Gold,  though  it 
were  the  fame  with  that  of  Silver,  yet  < 
is  made  up  of  fmaller  parts  of  a  different  Deno- 

mina- 
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imnation,  every  pound  weight  confifting  of 
24  Charats,  and  every  Charat  confifting  of  4 
Grains 

The  Pound  weight  of  Silver  is  fubdivided 
into  parts  of  another  Denomination  *,  tor  eve¬ 
ry  Pound  confifts  of  20  Peny -weights ,  and 
every  Peny- weight  of  24  Grains.  This  appears 
by  the  Books  and  Records  above  mentioned, 
Et  touts  fufdits  moneys  da.  gent  {flint  fait  es  ferront 
dailay  de  Stayidard  ae  veil  EJierling:  Cejl  afic avoir 
que  chefcun  Jeivre  da) gent  de  cejles  moneys  de  poize 
tiendra  vnze  ounces  &  2d.  de  poize  dargent  fine, 
&  i8d.  de  pays  dailay,  chefcun  peny  weight  con- 
tajnant  24  grains . 

So  that  every  Charat  in  the  Pound  weight 
of  Gold  equals  half  an  Ounce  of  Silver  ♦,  and 
every  Grain  of  Gold,  the  fourth  part  of  a  Cha¬ 
rat,  equals  60  Grains  of  Silver  weight. 

In  that.old  Ordinance,  before  mentioned,  cal¬ 
led  Compofitio  Mey fur  arum  51  H.  3.  it  is  laid, 
Per  ordinationes  totius  Regni  Anglise  fit  mia  men - 
fura  Domini  Regis  compofita,  viz.  quod  Denarius 
Angliae,  qui  nominatur  Sterlingus ,  rotundus  fine 
t onfur a  ponder abit  triginta  &  duo  Grana  finmenti 
in  medio  f pic  a  •  viginti  Denarii fiacijint  Unciam  ^ 
&  duodecim  Uncis.  faciunt  Libram,  &c. 

But  thefe  thirty  two  Grains  in  the  middle 
of  the  Ear  of  Corn,  are  the  natural  Grains, 
which  were  the  weight  of  the  then  Engifh  Ster¬ 
ling  Peny.  But  for  the  better  accommodation 
pf  Accompts,  thefe  ^2  natural  Grains  are  re¬ 
duced  to  24  artificial  Grains,  which,  from  ve¬ 
ry  ancient  time  unto  this  day  are  the  common 
ineafure  of  the  Peny-weight,  as  the  20  Peny* 
weight  is  the  meafure  of  an  Ounce. 

Elaving  thus  ftated  the  artificial  weights  of 
Gpld?  and  Silver,  efpecially  the  latter,  I  lhali 
&  *  !  ■  i  *  .  proceed 
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proceed  to  the  companion  that  now  and  and" 
ently  ftands  between  thefe  artificial  weights  and 
the  Coin  of  Silver. 

It  is  very  plain  that  in  the  latter  end  of  H. 
3.  and  the  beginning  of  King  Ed.  i.  and  tor 
a  long  time  before,  twenty  Pence  of  Sterling 
Money  did  weigh  an  Ounce,  and  twelve  times 
twenty  Pence  or  twenty  Shillings  did  then 
weigh  a  Pound  Troy  weight :  And  accordingly 
as  twent}^  Peny- weight  was  then  an  Ounce,  and 
lo  called,  lo  two  hundred  and  forty  Pence,  or 
twenty  Shillings  was  a  Pound  weight,  and  fo 
called,  viz.  Libra  Argenti .  And  although  at 
this  day  the  Peny  and  the  20  Shillings  of 
Silver  is  much  altered  in  their  true  weight,  yet 
the  Denomination  is  ftil]  retained.  The  Ounce 
is  commonly  divided  and  eftimated  by  20 
Feny-weight,  and  20  Shillings  is  called  hi* 
bra  Argent i. 

In  the  time  of  King  Edw.  1 .  ( as  appears)  an 
Ounce  of  Sterling  Silver  made  20  Sterling 
Pence,  and  confequently  a  Pound  of  Sterling 
Silver  made  240  Pence  Sterling.  But  procefs 
of  time  hath  made  a  great  alteration  between 
the  Weight  and  e^trinfick  Denomination  or 
'Value  of  Money. 

In  ^  6  3.  it  appears  by  the  Indenture  of 

the  Mint  that  a  Pound  of  Sterling  Silver  made 
then  300  Sterling  Pence.  Clauf.  4 6.  E.  3.  mf 
28. 

And  afterwards  in  1  H,  5,  the  reduction  of 
Coin  was  fuch,  that  a  Pound  weight  of  Sterling 
Silver  made  360  Pence  Sterling.  Clauf.  1E5. 
m.  3?.  dorfo .  Which  made  the  Pound  weight 
of  Silver  to  contain  30  Shillings,  and  deduct¬ 
ing  1  Shilling  for  Coinage,  the  Merchant  had 

29 
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-&9  Shillings  for  his  Pound  of  Silver  brought 
into  the  Mint. 

In  the  4th  year  of  Ed.  4.  the  Pound  of  Ster¬ 
ling  Silyer  yielded  33  Shillings,  viz.  about  396 
Pence  in  the  Pound:  And  confequently  35 
Sterling  Pence  then  made  the  Ounce  of  Sil¬ 
ver.  Clauf.  4.  E.  4.  771.  20. 

At  this  day  the  Ounce  of  Silver  Coined  con? 
tains  5  Shillings,  or  60  Pence:  And  confe- 
quently  the  Pound  weight  of  Coined  Silver 
yeilds  60  Sterlings,  or  720  pence.  So  that 
at  this  day  the  extrinfical  Denomination  or 
Value  of  Money  in  proportion  to  its  Weight, 
is  three  times  higher  than  it  was  in  the  time 
of  E,  1 .  And  thus  much  fhall  fuffice  touche 
dug  the  fecond  Enquiry. 


CHAP.  III. 

Touching  the  Corruptions  of  Money 
and  the  Remedies  anciently  ufed  in 
relation  thereunto . 

BY  what  hath  been  before  faid  it  appeareth, 
the  two  fpecial  Requifites  of  the  currant 
Coin  of  this  Kingdom  are, 

^  I.  That  it  be  of  the  true  Standard  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  its  weight. 

II.  Of  the  true  Standard  with  relation  to 
its  Allay  :  And  proportionably  to  thefetwo  Re-r 
quilities  are  theie  Defeats,  which  have  happen¬ 
ed  in  Moneys  in  modern  and  ancient  times, 

m.  ‘  ‘  : *  ■'  I,  The 

T  y 
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X,  The  defeat  in  the  due  weight  of  Money 
which  happened  fometimes  by  counterfeiting 
the  Sterling  Money,  though  with  a  weight  be* 
low  the  Standard.  Sometimes  by  dipping,  or 
otherwife  imparing  the  weight  of  true  Money. 

2.  The  defedf  in  the  due  Allay  :  viz.  over¬ 
charging  the  fine  Silver  or  Gold  with  an  Al¬ 
lay  of  Copper  more  than  the  Standard,  which 
happened  fometimes  by  the  deceit  or  ignorance 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Mint,  and  fometimes  by 
\  the  counterfeiture  of  the  Coin  of  England . 

And  by  thefe  pra&ices  the  King’s  Exchequer 
(into  or  through  which  the  rnoft  of  the  Money 
of  the  Kingdom  fucceffively  camej  was  many 
times  furchargcd  with  fuch  defective  Money, 
and  the  King  thereby  deceived  in  his  Firmes. 

And  therefore  in  ancient  times  there  were 
C  fucceffive  Experiments  made  by  the  Officers  of 
the  King’s  Revenue  for  the  difcovery  and  a- 
yoiding  of  thefe  defective  Monies,  and  that  his 
Rents  might  be  anfwered  in  Money  of  a 
juft  weight  and  Allay*,  which,  for  the  better 
underftanding  of  ancient  Records,  remain 
here  to  be  explicated,  viz.  Solutio  ad  Scalamy 
Solutio  ad  Fevjiimy  and  Combuftion,  or  tryal 
by  fire.  The  two  former  being  fuch  Remedies 
as  related  to  defective  Weight,  and  the  latter 
being  the  Remedy  that  relates  to  defedt  in 
the  Standard  of  Allay,  And,  touching  this 
tufinefs,  although  we  have  very  frequent 
mention  of  them,  in  the  Pipe-rolls  especially, 
yet  the  beft,  and  contemporary  exposition  of 
them  is  Gefvajm  Tilbur ienfis ,  or  the  Black 
Book  of  the  Exchequer,  written  in  the  time  of 
H,  2.  who  gives  us  the  Accompt  thereof  in  his 
tVS  Book,  Cap.  A  ambus,,  &  adf  quid  invent  a 
s  ‘  '  fuit 
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flat  Argenti  examinatio ,  who  thus  expounds 
it.,, 

1 .  Solutio  ad  Scalam ,  viz.  prater  quamlibei 
Libram  mmeratam  fex  Denarios ,  which  it  feems 
was  agreed  upon  a  medium  to  be  the  common 
Eftimate  or  Remedy  for  the  defective  Weight 
of  Money,  thereby  to  avoid  the  trouble  of 
weighing  the  Money  which  was  brought  into 
the  Exchequer.  And  this  is  the  meaning  of 
that  frequent  expreffion  in  the  ancient  Pipe- 
rolls  In  Thefauro  icol.  ad  Scalam,  which  feems 
to  be  one  hundred  Pounds,  and  one  hundred 
Sixpences,  or  fifty  Shillings. 

2.  Solutio  ad  Fejifum :  Which  was  the  pa y- 
merit  of  Money  into  the  Exchequer  by  full 
weight,  vi%.  that  a  Pound,  or  2  cl  in  Silver, 
mmer o,  or  by  tale,  fhould  riot  be  received  for 
a  Pound  unlefs  it  did  exactly  weigh  a  Pound 
weight  Troy,  or  twelve  Ounces ,  and  if  it 
wanted  any,  that  then  the  Payer  fhould  make 
good  the  weight  by  adding  other  Money,  al¬ 
though  it  amounted  to  more  or  lefs  than  6d» 
in  the  Pound,  (which  was  the  Solutio  ad  Sca~ 
Idm7  as  before  is  mentioned.)  And  thus  fre¬ 
quently  occurs  in  the  Pipe-rolls,  In  Thefauro 
1 00 h  and  penfuin ,  or  full  Weight. 

3  V  Combuftion  or  tryal  by  fire :  which  is  by 
Gervafe  fuppofed  to  be  fet  on  foot  by  the  Bi~ 
(hop  of  Salisbury ,  then  Treafurer,  (though  in 
Truth  it  were  much  more  ancient,  as  appears  by 

the  Book  of  Doomsday  :) 
and  the  Author  gives  the  reafon:  Licet"  enirri 
mimero  &  ponder e  videretur  ejfe  fatisfatfum ,  non 
tamen  materia .  Confequem  enim  non  erat  ut  f\  pro 
Libra  una  nmnerata  20  Solidos ,  etiam  Libra  pon^  - 
dcrh  refpondentis  confequenter  Libvarri  folviffet , 
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Argentum  emm  Cttp'o  vel  qitovk  jEre  folvifet. 
And  thereupon  enfued  the  conftitution  of  ex¬ 
amination  of  Money  at  the  Exchequer  by  Com- 
feufhon.  Whether  this  examination  was  to 
reduce  an  equation  of  Money  only  to  Sterling, 
viz.  a  due  proportion  of  Allay  with  Copper  j 
or  to  reduce  it  to  fine  and  pure  Silver,  and  to 
make  the  eftimate  of  the  Pound  or  Libra  Argen - 
tij  refer ved  of  their  Firmesto  be  in  pure  Silver, 
and  without  Allay,  doth  not  fo  clearly  appear. 
Some  think  the  former-,  and  therefore  that  the 
old  expreflion  of  Firtna  alba ,  blank  Firm,  and 
dealbare  Firwam ,  was  nothing  elfe  but  Coin 
melted  down  and  reduced  to  the  Allay  of  Ster¬ 
ling,  and  after  blanched,  or  whited,  as  is  done 
t>y  the  Monyers  with  their  Sterling  Coin  of 
Silver,  which  is  to  this  day  called  blanching. 
Fid.  Spelman  intit.  Firman  dealbare .  But  yet 
it  may  feem,  by  what  enfues,  that  it  was  to 
reduce  it  to  fine  Silver,  and  to  the  eftimate  of 
the  Pound,  or  Libra  Argenii  accordingly  ^  for 
it  is  evident  by  what  follows,  that  the  diffe¬ 
rence  between  a  Pound,  or  Libra  Argenti  mimf- 
to,  and  Libra  Argent i  blanch ,  was  1 2  Pence  in, 
every  Pound:  Which  poffihly  might  be  that 
the  allowed  Allay  of  Copper  in  the  Sterling 
Silver  was  then  twelve  Pence  weight  of  Copper 
in  the  Pound  of  fine  Silver,  whereas  it  is  now 
1 8  Peny-weight  in  the  Pound.  This  tryal  of 
Silver  by  Combuftion,  in  thofe  elder  ages  foon 
prevailed  and  obtained  againft  the  former  re¬ 
ductions  ad  Scalam,  &  ad  Pe?ifum0  as  being  the 
only  infallible  tryal  of  the  truth  of  the  Metal, 
whereby  the  former  reductions  of  Penfum  and 
Scalmn  became  in  time  antiquated. 
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And  this  begat  the  diftindlion  in  the  old 
Rolls  of  the  eftimate  of  Money  Niimero ,  and 
the  eftimate  Blanc :  and  in  purfuance  thereto 
the  refervations  of  Rents  and  Firmes  by  the 
King  were  fometimes  Ntimero ,  and  fimetimes 
Blanc . 

The  refervations  of  Rents  ntimero  were  no 
other  but  fo  much  Money  referved  in  Pecmiis 
mimeratis  *  as  reddendo  quinque  Libras  Turner o 
was  fivefcore  Shillings,  which  amounted  in 
common  eftimation  to  five  Pounds  Troy 
weight :  And  this  was  the  ancient  and  ufual 
refervation,  and,  prima  facie ,  unlefs  the  con- 
trary  were  expreffed,  upon  all  Grants  of  Lands 
(referving  fo  much  Rent)  it  was  intended  mime- 
ro  ^  that  is,  fo  much  in  Money  numbred,  and 
the  Firmor  was  not  bound  dealt  are  Flrmamy  or 
to  make  good  fo  much  in  fine  Silver,  or,  if  you 
Will,  in  liich  Silver  as  was  of  the  firft  Allay. 

The  refervation  of  fo  much  Money,  or 
many  Pounds  blatic  did  enforce  the  Firmor  to  5' 
make  good  to  the  Ring  fo  much  in  fine  Silvery 
( or  at  lean:  m  the  pureft  Sterling)  and  therefore 
fuch  Firmor,  when  he  paid  in  his  Firme  upon 
fuch  a  refervation  blancy  was  bound  dealt  are 
Fir  mam  y  which  was  to  fubmit  his  Money  to 
the  teft  of  the  Fire  ^  and  to  anfwer  his  Moneys 


and  make  it  good  in  fine  Silver  according  to 
the  refervation,  or  to  pay  in  allowance  there¬ 
of  that  rate  which  was  the  ordinary  meafure  of 
reduction  of  it  to  fine  Silver,  which  was  12  d. 


for  every  Pound  as  fhall  be  fhewed. 

And  hereupon  gre  w  the  common  difference 
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ed  by  the  Black  Book  of  the  Exchequer,  Lib. 
2,  Cap.  Quid  ft  quofd  am  f undos  dan  blanc,  quof* 
dam  numero ,  viz.  that  if  a  Firme  or  Tenement 
were  let  by  the  King  generally,  without  ex- 
preffing  blanc  or  numero ,  it  was  to  be  anfwered 
only  eumero ,  unlefs  fpecially  referved  blanc 9 
(viz,*  55.  blanc.)  But  if  a  Royalty  or  Franchife 
were  only  granted,  then  the  general  refer' vati- 
on  of  fo  much  Rent,  was  to  fce  blanc  Rent. 
Pori  Oj  Firmam  numero  dan  diximus  cum  tantum 
mimerando ,  ncn  examinando  ipfo  fatisft.  Cum  er¬ 
go  Rex  Firmam  alicui  confident  y  Jimul  cum  Hun- 
dredo  vel  placito  qua  ex  hoc  proveniunt ,  Fima 
dealbari  dkitur :  fn  fmpikiter  fnndum  dederit  (non 
determinants  cum  Hundredo  vel  blanc, )  numero 
daius  dkitur.  And  from  this  diverfity  of  the 
Rents  ariiing  in  anjr  County  (fome  blanc  only*, 
fome  numero  only,  fome  in  both)  arofe  the  di¬ 
verfity  in  the  titling  of  the  Sheriff’s  Aecompts, 
viz. 

Firma  de  remanente  Comitatus  pojl  terras  datas 
blanc :  Which  was  applicable  to  thofe  Rents  of 
his  County,  which  were  anfwered  in  fine  Sil¬ 
ver  reduced  to  the  teft  by  combuff ion,  or  with- 
an -allowance  of  12 d.  in  the  Pound  in  compen- 
iation  of  it. 

Firm  a  Comitatus  numero ,  was  his  Firme  for 
thofe  Rents  of  his  County  which  were  only  an¬ 
fwered  in  Money  numbred,  without  reducing 
them  to  their  finenefs  by  Combuftion,  or  any 
fatisfaction  tor  it :  But  of  this  more  fully  in  the. 
enfuing  Chapter. 

I  have  before  mentioned  that  when  any 
Firme  was  referved  or  anfwered  blanc,  the  Mo-' 
ney  was  to  be  melted  and  anfwered  in  fine  Sil¬ 
ver,  or  at  leaf!  to  Silver  allayed  to  right  and 
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feefl:  Sterling ,  or  elle  he  was  to  redeem  him- 
felf  from  that  trouble  by  pajunent  of  i2d.  in 
the  Pound:  So  that  that  Perfonupon  whom 
there  was  referved  5 1.  blanc.  was  to  pay  5  L  5 s. 
if  he  would  not  have  his  Money  melted  down 
and  made  good  in  fine  Silver  ( or  •  at  leaft  in 
true  Sterling.)  And  this  appears  to  be  true  by 
infinite  Records :  Take  two  or  three  for  in- 
ftance. 

hi  compote  cum  Northampton,  21  H.  3 .Sim t* 
met  totalis  102I.  3s.  7 d.  de  qua  4I.  9s.  4d„ 
blanc.  qu&  funt  extenfa  ad  4I.  13  s.  9d.  fubtra- 
huntur  ad  perjiciendum  corpus  Comitatus  &  rema- 
x et  97I.  13s.  Iod.  de  quibus  refpondet  de  pro- 
fcuo  in  magno  Rotulo. 

Clauf.  13.  H.  3.  m.  2.  Sciatis  quod  per  dona- 
vimus  dileBaz  Sorori  noftra  A.  Comkijfe  Pembroc 
centum  triginta  &  quinque  Libras  blanc.  qiiA  ex- 
tenftz  funt  ad  centum  quadraginta  &  mum  Libras , 
&  quindechn  Solidos . 

In  Compoto  Bedf.  &  Bucks,  13  E.  3  Nic. 
PafTelew  de  1 87.  4s.  4 d.  miner 0  pro  17b  -jst. 
blanc. 

In  all  thefe  the  proportion  rifeth  very  near, 
bating  the  fmall  fragments  in  Pence,  that  e- 
very  Pound  blanc  anfwered  one  Shilling  over, 
to  reduce  it  to  its  value. 

And  hence  it  is  that  at  this  day  the  ancient 
Firmorsof  Cities,  as  London ,  &c„  which  were 
commonly  referved  blanc,  do  pay  the  fame  is 
Sterling  Money,  and  one  Shilling  for  every 
pound  over:  As  if  tool,  blanc  be  referved, 
there  is  anfwered  at  this  day  in  the  Receipt 
J05Z.  which  as  before,  makes  inefuppofe  that 
blanc  Firme,  or  dealbata  Firma ,  was  in  truth 
^vhen  it  was  reduced  to  fine  Silver,  and  not 

B  3  barely 
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barely  Sterling :  for  this  advance  of  i  iL  in 
the  Pound  upon  fuch  Mane  Firmes  is  ftill  an® 
ftvered  though  paid  in  Sterling. 


C  H  A  P.  IV. 

Concerning  the  manner  of  anfwering 
the  Kings  Firmes  antiently . 

IN  ancient  times,  vi%.  about  the  time  of 
William  the  firft  and  Henry  the  fecond  ,  the 
lefervation  of  the  King’s  Firmes  and  Rents 
were  lo  many  Pounds  or  Shillings,  &c.  in 
Mone}r,  and  they  were  anfwered  numero ,  or  in 
Feciiniis  mirier ath ,  until  alterward,  for  the?  a- 
voiding  of  corrupt  Money,  they  were  referved 
in  Mane  or  white  Money,  which,  as  before  is 
obferved,  was  intended  either  of  pure  Silver* 
( or  at  lealt  Silver  reduced  to  the  Allay  of  Ster¬ 
ling)  and  then  whitened  or  blanched,  as  is  ufed 
in  the  Mint  to  this  day,  for  all  Sterling  Mo¬ 
ney  :  I  fhall  not  much  contend  whether  it  were 
the  one  or  the  other,  but  for  the  moll  ?part  in 
this  Diicourfe  I  Ihallfiippofe  it  fine  Silver. 

But  although  Firmes  were  referved  in  Mo¬ 
ney,  as  the  belt  and  comment  ft  meafures  of 
values,  yet  it  appears  by  Tilbm  ienjisy  Lib .  i  * 
Cap,  A  quibns  &  ad  quid  inftituta  fnit  Atgenti  ex- 
amhiatio  *  that  it  was  in  thofe  ancient  times  of 
King  V\  2.  and  H.  i.  ufually  pradifed  that 
thofe  Firmes  thould,  according  to  their  values 
be  anfwered  in  Cattle,  Corn  and  other  provi- 
flops  5  which  perchance  in  its  firft  infiitution 
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might  be  a  convenience  to  the  King,  to  have 
his  Family  furnilhed  with  Provifions  zw  Specie, 
and  to  the  Country,  among  whom  Money  was 
not  then  very  plentiful,  and  they  could  better 
anfwer  their  Rents  in  Provifions. 

And  to  the  end  that  an  equation  might  be 
made  between  the  Rents  referved  in  Money 
and  the  Provision  delivered  by  the  Tenants  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  fame  Tilbmienfis  tells  us,  there 
were  certain  prices  and  rates  let  upon  provifi¬ 
ons,  that  the  Tenant  might  know  what  to  pay, 
and  the  King  s  Officers  might  know'  what  to 
receive.  As  for  Wheat  tor  icq  Men  12 
for  a  fat  Ox  1 2d.  &c.  which  it  feems  were  de¬ 
livered  to  the  hands  of  tho  Sheriff,  who,  if 
he  firmed  the  County,  might  retain  it  to  his 
own  ufe-,  but  if  he  firmed  it  not,  he  accompted 
to  the  King,  for  thefe  Provifions  or  their  va¬ 
lues,  as  he  did  for  other  rates  of  the  County 
coll.edted  by  him. 

But  as  for  Cities  and  Franchifes  that  were 
granted  out  to  firme,  becaufe  they  had  not  Pro¬ 
vifions  of  this  nature  to  anfwer,  they  paid  their 
Rents  in  Money. 

Thus,  it  feems,  the  King’s  Firmes  of  Rents 
of  his  Firmors  and  Tenants  in  the  Country, 
were  anfwered  in  the  time  of  King  William  the 
firfi:  and  William  his  Son.  But  in  the  time  of  H. 
1.  the  Tenants  were  weary  of  anfwering  their 
Rents  in  provifions,  and  the  King’s  foreign  oc- 
cafions  called  rather  for  a  fupply  of  Money, 
and  fo  the  Rents  were  anfwered  by  the  Tenants, 
as  formerly  in  Money  according  to  the  tenour 
of  their  refervations,  and  the  delivery  of  Vic¬ 
tual  and  other  Provifions  in  lieu  thereof  cea- 
fed, 
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CHAP.  V. 

Concerning  the  manner  of  colleSiing 
the  King  s  Revenues  of  the  Conn - 
ty  and  the  fever al  Kinds  of  them 3 
with  their  fever al  Titles. 

T'  H  E  Sheriff  of  the  County  had  a  double 
^Office :  i:  As  a  Minifter  of  Juftice  un¬ 
der  the  King  for  the  Prefervation  of  Peace,  and 
Writs  iffiiing  out  from  the  King's  Courts.  2: 
As  the  King's  Bayliff  of  his  Revenues  arifing  in 
the  County,  which  was  of  two  kinds. 

i.  The  improving  and  letting,  and  fome- 
times  flocking  of  the  King’s  Demefnes,  and 
fuch  Lands  as  were  feized  into  the  King’s  hands 
(other  than  fuch  as  belonged  to  the  Efcheator, 
as  Wardfhips  and  EfcheatsJ  And  hence  it  is 
that  there  are  upon  the  accompts,  efpecially  of 
Buckingham  and  Bedford ,  allowances  made  to 
the  Sheriff  of  that  County  ut ....  Comitatns . 

2.  The  fecond  part  of  his  Office  was  in  col- 
leding  of  the  King's  Rents  of  his  County, 
which  fometimes  he  did  as  Cvftos  or  Bayly  ^ 
fbmetimes  ut  Fir  mar  ins  y  viz .  he  took  the  Rents 
to  his  own  ufe,  and  snfwered  the  King  a  cer¬ 
tain  Firme  or  Rent  at  his  own  peril,  whereof 
liiore  in  the  entiling  Difcourfe.  How  concern- 
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ing  the  kinds  of  the  King’s  Revenues  arifing  in 
the  feveral  Counties,  we  are  to  take  notice  that 
they  were  of  two  kinds,  viz.  Annual  or  Ca- 
fual.  ' 

The  Annual  Revenue  was  again  of  two  kinds, 
viz.  Fixed  and  Certain,  or  Cafual  and  Uncer¬ 
tain. 

The  Annual,  Fixed  and  Certain  Revenue 
of  the  Counties  were  of  thefe  kinds. 

1.  The  King's  Demefnes  that  were  in  his 
own  hands,  or  let  at  Rack-rents  to  Tenants, 
whereof  I  have  before  fpoken,  and  they  make 
not  much  for  that  purpofe  I  aim  at. 

2.  Firmes,  which  were  of  two  kinds,  viz. 
Grofs  Firmes  which  were  charged  upon  parti¬ 
cular  Perfons,  or  Cities,  or  Towns,  and  fb 
charged  in  the  great  Roll  ^  as  thus,  PhiUppm 
d ’  Aura  debet  2  Marc,  de  reditu  unius  virgate  ter - 
re.  And  thefe  were  thus  charged  upon  thefe 
two  reafons  :  1.  Either  becaufe  they  were  never 
parcel  of  the  Sheriffs  Firme  of  this  County,  {de 
quo  infra,)  but  great  Firmes  written  out  to  the 
Sheriff  to  be  anfwered  by  the  perfons  upon 
whom  they  were  charged.  2.  Or  elfe  they 
were  fuch  as  happened  to  be  referved  after  the 
Firme  of  the  County  was  reduced  to  certainty 
and  anfwered  by  the  Sheriffs.  Or  elfe,  Second¬ 
ly,  they  were  fmall  Rents  commonly  called 
dTcontiel  Rents  ^  the  Particulars  whereof  we 
fhall  enumerate  under  their  feveral  heads  in 
due  time. 

3.  Common  Fines,  at  firft  impofed  upon 
Townfhips,  upon  feveral  occafions,  as  for  Bon 
pleder ,  for  Suit  and  Ward,  for  excufe  of  attend¬ 
ing  the  Sheriffs  turn  :  And  thefe  grew  in  pro¬ 
cess  of  time  to  be  fixed  and  fettled  Revenues. 

‘  -  .  t-i 
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And  thefe  again  were  of  two  Sorts  ^  fuch  as 
came  within  the  Title  of  Fir  via  Comitatns, and 
were  written  out  under  that  general  Head,, 
vi’Z.  fib  nomine  Vice comxtis :  And  fome  again! 
were  written  to  the  Sheriff  in  the  particular 
charge  of  fuch  and  fuch  Townfhips  and  Lands, 
and  fo  charged  upon  the  Towns  by  the  exprefs 
words  of  the  Procefs. 

4.  Arrentaticns  of  Affarts  and  Purpreftures 
in  Wafts  and  Forefts  fet  by  Juftices  in  Eyre, 
which  for  the  moft  part  were  written  out  in 
charge  againft  the  particular  Lands  upon 
which  they  were  charged:  And  Tome  per¬ 
chance  were  demanded  in  a  grofs  Summ,  a- 
xnong  other  final!  Rents  fib  nomine  Viceco ~ 
Tnitis. 

g.  Crementum  Comiiaim,  or  Firma  de  cremento 
Comitatns  •  which  were  fome  improvements  of 
the  King’s  Rents  above  the  ancient  Yicontiel 
Rents,  for  which  the  Sheriff  anfwered  under 
the  title  of  Firma  Comitatns.  And  this  Cremen r 
tim  Comitatns,  or  the  feveral  final!  advances  of 
the  old  Yicontiel  Rents,  were  anfwered  under  • 
the  title  of  Crementum  Comitatns ,  or  Firma  de 
cremento  Comitatns .  But  thofe  kinds  of  Firmes 
de  cremento  are  only  foufrd  in  the  Counties  of 
Bedford ,  Bucks,  Norfolk ,  Suffolk,  Warwick ,  Dei¬ 
ce  fer ,  Vigor  n  and  Gloncejler :  Certain  other 
Suniffis  annually  charged  in  grofs  upon  the 
Sheriff  for  certain  other  fmall  or  minute 
Rents  under  feveral  titles  in  feveral  Counties  • 
as,  De  Cornagio ,  deWardis ,  Cafile  de  Firma,  Fur ~ 
prefi  &  Efcaet  de  diverjjs  Fir  mis,  -de  mimttis  parti- 
cults,  Serf  and  a  de  tf  is  affect  infra  divers  jorejl : 
All  which  were  charged  in  grofs  Summs  up¬ 
on  the  Sheriff,  and  fab  nomine  Vic .  without 

expreffing 
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.exprefling  any  particulars,  or  upon  whom  they 
were  charged,  which  becaufe  they  were  not 
common  to  all  Countries,  but  varied  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  various  ufage  of  feveral  Counties, 
I  lhall  not  at  large  handle,  but  fhail  content 
my  felf  with  the  enquiry  into  thofe  that 
were  the  common  Charges  of  the  Sheriffs  of 
every  feveral  County,  viz.  the  Corpus  Comitatus, 
and  the  Proficua  Comitatus . 

The  Vicontiel  Rents  that  made  up  the  She¬ 
riffs  FirmCoF  the  Body  of  the  County,  came 
under  various  Titles  and  Denominations  in 


feveral  Counties,  viz. 
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1.  Re  Hit  us  Affize  in  Cumberland,  Hertford, 

Surry.. 

2.  Firme  &  feodiFirme  in  Cumberland,  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  Nottingham,  Stafford. 

3.  Firma  antiqua  in  Huntington. 

4.  Albe  Firme  in  Norf.  &  Suff  . 

5.  Blanch  Fir  me  s  in  Ebor5,  &  Suff 

6.  Blanc  Rents  in  Kent. 

7.  Alhus  Cervus  in  Dorfet. 

S.  Aimlium  Vicecom  in  Cant’,  Cumbr5, 
Effex ,  Hunt**,  Leic5,  North5,  Suffex , 
Warw5,  Wilts. 

9.  Aimlium  ad  Turcum  Vicecom"  in  Devon* 
f  10.  Hidage  in  Berks,  Bedf.  Bucks,  Oxon. 

11.  Prefiatio  pro  pulchre  placitando  in  Bedf5, 
Bucks 

1 2 .  SeBa  &  War  da  in  Bedf’,  Bucks. 

3  3.  Vifus  Franci  plegii  in  Bedf,  Bucks,  Cant’, 
Hunt5,  Effex,  Hertford,  North’ton,  So- 
merfet,  South’ton,  Stafford. 

24.  Certitudinesin  Berks,  Heref,  Rutland. 
|J .  Certi  reditvs  tin  Lincoln,  Leicefter,  So- 
fnerfet,  South5ton,  Warwick  &  Wilts. 

16.  Certi 
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1 5.  Certi  reditus  ad  commune  m  finem  in  Der* 
by,  Nottingham. 

j  7.  Reditus  pro  War  da  caftri  in  Cant’,  Nor*  ; 
thunf,  Oxon,  Norf,  &  Suff. 

18.  Reditus  ad  Turnmn  Hundred}  in  Dorfet. 

1 9.  Finis  anti  quits  in  Eilex. 

20.  Finis  pro  fetfa  Curie  relax  and*  in  Berks 
&  Oxon. 

2  t  .  Communes  fines  in  Glouc’,  Heref,  Hertf, 
Surry,  Suffolc,  Salop. 

22.  Fines  Alder mannor um  in  Suflex. 

23.  Turnmn  Vice  com  in  Eilex  &  Hertf’. 

24.  SeBa  Burg .  &  Till,  in  Cant’. 

27.  Suit  Silver  in  Staff. 

26.  Hundred  Silver  in  Norf . 

27.  Faith  Silver  in  Staff. 

28.  Pannel  Silver  in  Norf’. 

2  9.  Ward  Silver  in  Eilex. 

30.  Ceitum  lete  am  Capitag  in  NorP. 

31.  Lectfee  in  Suff. 

32.  Sokemfees  in  Suff1. 

33.  Mott  fie e  in  Salop. 

Thefe  are  the  general  Titles  of  thofe  Vicon- 
t  iel  Rents  that  ulually  came  under  the  Title 
of  Firma  Comitatus,  which  were  written  gene¬ 
rally  fub  nomine  Vicecom\  without  expreilions 
of  the  part  iculars  :  But  the  Sheriff  that  had  a 
particular  Roll  of  thefe  V icontiel  Rents,  deli¬ 
vered  in  that  Roll  many  times  upon  his  Ac- 
compts,  though  not  written  efpecially  in  charge 
under  thole  names,  or  in  particular  by  the 
Summons  of  the  Pipe  :  And  thus  much  con¬ 
cerning  the  certain  Annual  Revenue. 

2.  The  uncertain  Annual  Revenue  was  the 
frcfiamm  Comitatus ,  which  in  ancient  times 

when 
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when  moft  of  the  Lawfuits  were  tranfaded 
in  the  Counties  and  Hundred-Court,  was  a 
confiderable  Revenue.  But  fince  that  time* 
viz.  about  the  beginning  of  E.  i .  when  .much 
of  that  bufinefs  was  t  ran  faded  at  the  great 
Courts,  this  profit  of  the  County  funk  to  ve¬ 
ry  little.  And  in  my  enquiry  touching  this 
part  of  the  Revenue,  I  mail  firft  fet  down 
what  it  was  not :  Secondly,  I  fhall  fet  down 
what  it  was,  and  how  it  did  arife. 

i.  Touching  the  former  of  thefe  what  it 
was  not  I  fay,  moft  clearly  it  was  not  that 
profit  which  is  now  the  only  confiderable 
profit  of  the  Sheriffs  employments,  viz ,  the 
Fees  and  Perquifites  for  the  execution  of  Writs, 
and  Procefs  and  Execution  Bluing  out  of  the 
King’s  Courts.  For, 

1.  Until  the  Stat.  of  23  H.  6.  c.  10.  there 
were  no  Fees  at  all  by  Law  due  for  any  exe¬ 
cution  of  Procefs  or  Warrants  for  the  fame. 
Till  the  Stat.  of  29  EL  2.  there  were  no  Fees 
allowed  by  Law  for  levying  of  Debts  or  Da¬ 
mages  :  But  by  the  exprefs  provifion  of  the 
Stat.  of  Wejfmwjler  the  firft,  the  Sheriff  was 
bound  to  execute  the  King’s  Procefs  without, 
any  Fee,  which  is  no  other  but  a  declaration 
of  the  Common  Law. 

2.  In  no  Vifcontil  Schedule  or  Accompt  of 
the  County  that  ever  I  could  fee  or  hear  of, 
is  there  any  Accompt  for  Fees  for  execution 
of  Procefs,  or  any  mention  thereof. 

3.  If  the  Sheriff  did  in  thofe  elder  times 
take  any  Fees  for  execution  of  Writs,  there 
was  no  colour  of  reafonthat  he  fhould  accompt 
for  that :  And  if  he  did  take  more  than  a, 
reafonable  recompence  for  his  pains,  it  was 

more. 
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irfore  than  could  be  juftified,  and  not  at  all 
due  to  the  King. 

II.  But  now,  as  to  the  Second  enquiry, 
what  this  Proficimm  Comitatus  was  :  And  it 
feems  very  plain  that  it  was  made  up  prin¬ 
cipally  by  thefe  particulars,  as  moft  evident^ 
ly  appears  by  divers  accompts  of  Sheriffs 
in  ancient  times,  when  they  accompted  nt 
Ciiftodes  or  Ballivi ,  not  lit  Firmarii ,  viz. 

i.  The  Fines,  Iffues  and  Amercements,  and 
other  Profits  df  the  County-Courts,  which  in 
thofe  ancient  times  were  very  confiderable, 
for  it  held  Plea  in  all  Writs  that  were  Yicon- 
tiel,  directed  immediately  to  the  Sheriff  out 
of  the  Chancery,  viz.  by  Juftices  ^  and  many 
times  not  only  perfonal  Suits  were  removed 
thither  out  of  inferiour  Court-Barons  and 
Hundred-Courts,  but  alfo  Pleas  Real,  viz * 
Writs  of  Right  •„  and  in  ancient  time  many 
real  Actions,  efpecially  Writs  of  Right  were 
determined  in  the  County.  And  therefore  it 
is  frequent  in  the  old  Schedules  of  Proficna 
Comitatus ,  efpecially  in  Torkjhire  in  the  times 
of  R.  i.  and  King  John ,  fuch  as  thefe,  viz. 
Us  J.  S.  pro  licentia  concprdandi  deznhnark.  De 
J.  S.  pro  W arrantia  EJf/mzi  2 s.  and  lometimes 
a  Mark  pro  yna  Comitatus ,  fometimes  10s. 
quia  retraxit  fe,  Demimark.  De  preiio  honor urn 
per  dijlringas  demimark.  Pro  tranjgrejjione  2i. 
Pro  falfo  clamor e  demimark ,  See. 

So  that  it  appears  in  the  accompt  of  20  Jo* 
hannis  Regis ,  the  profits  of  the  bare  County-Court 
of  Tork  for  one  half  year  amounted  to  3 1  U. 
which  is  more  than  tool  in  a  juft  eftimate  at 
this  day. 

-  r  1  2.  The 
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2.  The  Profits  of  the  Sheriffs  Turns,  or  the 
Sheriffs  Leets,  which  had  Conufance  of  mat¬ 
ter  Criminal,  as  his  County  Court  was  for 
matters  Civil :  and  the  Profit  confifted, 

1 .  In  Amercements  of  Sutors  that  made  de¬ 
fault. 

2.  In  the  Fines  and  Amercements  of  fuch 
as  were  convid  of  offences  inquirable  in  the 
turn  *,  as  Nufances,  Bloodfhed,  Aifize  of  Bread 
and  Beer ,  &c.  and  thefe  arofe  ufually  to  a 
confiderable  Sum  yearly. 

3.  The  Profits  of  the  Hundred-Courts  and 
Wappentake  Courts  ^  the  Profits  whereof  con¬ 
fifted  in  the  Fines,  Amercements  and  other  Per- 
quifites  of  the  Hundred-Court,  which  the  She¬ 
riff  fometimes  took  in  kind  *,  fometimes  he  let 
it  to  Fiime.  Thefe  Bay ly  wicks  of  thefe  Hun¬ 
dreds,  and  with  them  the  Profits  and  Perqui” 
fites  of  Courts  were  fometimes  let  to  Firme  by 
the  King,  and  in  fuch  cafes  the  Sheriff  accomp- 
ted  Prof  cm  BallivaUts ,  which  oftentimes  arofe 
to  very  confiderable  Sums..  In  the  time  of  H. 

3.  the  Firmes  of  the  Bayly  wicks  of  the  Hun¬ 
dreds  in  Torlifiire ,  befide  Stanclif  and  Strafford , 
were  let  for  look  6s .  8 d.perftnmm,  which  was 
then  a  confiderable  Sum,  and  amounts  now  in 
Sterling  Money  to  thrice  as  much.  But  as  the 
bufinefs  and  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Hundred* Counts 
funk  gradually  in  their  employment,  (wheie- 
by  the  Perquifites  now  do  but  little  funnount 
the  charge  of  keeping  them)  fo  now  by  the  Stat. 
of  23  H.  6.  cap.  10.  the  Sheriff  is  reftrained 
from  letting  the  Bayly  wick  to  Firme  •  and 
moft  of  the  Hundreds,  at  leaft  in  many  Coun¬ 
ties,  are  disjoined  from  the  County  and  grant¬ 
ed  out,  feme  in  Fee-farm,  and  feme  otherwiie. 
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though  there  have  been  frequent  attempts  of 
rejoining  them  to  the  Sheriffs  by  a£ts  of  Re- 
fumption. 

And  thefe  are  the  Profits  that  made  up 
the  Proficumn  Cojnitatus,  for  which  the  Sheriff 
mcft  commonly  in  ancient  time  anfwered  as 
Firmarius  at  a  certain  Rent,  though  fometimes 
he  accompted  for  it  as  Cifiios  or  Ballivus  as  fhall 
be  fhewn.  And  I  know  Tiff  ’other  Perquifite 
that  made  up  the  Proficmm  Comitatns  but  what 
is  above  mentioned  *,  only  in  Northumberland 
there  were  foire  Caftle-gard-Rents  that  were  in 
truth  Vicontiel  Rents,  and  in  their  propriety 
and  nature  belonged  to  the  Corpus  Comitatns , 
which  yet  by  conftant  ufage  were  ufijally  an¬ 
fwered  among  the  Proficua  Comitatns.  And 
thus  far  concerning  the  annual  Revenue  of  the 
County,  both  Certain  and  Uncertain,  charge¬ 
able  upon  the  Sheriffs  collection. 

2.  The  Revenue  Cafual  confifled  of  many 
Particles  under  various  Heads  or  Titles,  viz. 
Debts  drawn  info  the  Pipe,  and  thence  writ¬ 
ten  out  unto  the  Sheriff  Fines  voluntary  or 
tompulfary.  Seifures  of  Lands  and  Compofi- 
tions,  &c.  they  may  be  reduced  under  thefe 
three  Heads  at  this  day. 

1.  The  Debts  written  out  to  the  Sheriff  from 
the  feveral  Offices,  viz .  the  two  Remembran¬ 
cers,  Cleric  of  the  Pipe,  & c. 

2.  The  Summons  of  the  Green  Wax,  written 
to  the  Sheriff  with  the  Eftreats  from  the  Trea- 
furer’s  Remembrancers, 

3.  The  foreign  Accompts,  or  Seiiures  of 
Lands  for  Debts  or  Forfeitures. 

As  touching  efcheated  Lands  and  Wardships  j 
they  came  under  the  Efcheatof  s  charge ,  and 
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the  Profits  thereof  rarely  anfwered  by  the  She* 
riffj  unlefs  for  fome  few  ancient  Efcheats. 


CHAP,  VL 

Concerning  the  manner  how  the  Anna* 
at  Revenue  of  the  County  war  u* 
fually  anfwered  in  the  ancient  times 

until  10  E.  1* 


HAving  (hewed  what  the  Annual  Profits 
the  County  confifted  of,  I  ihall  now  de¬ 
fend  to  the  manner  how  it  was  anciently  am 
fwered.  The  Sheriff,  as  hath  been  (hewn,  was 
the  King  s  Bay ly  for  the  colkding  of  the  King's 
Revenue :  And  touching  the  manner  61  nis 
colleffmg  and  anfwering  them,  and  therein 
principally  concerning  thofe  two  great  parts  of 
the  Annual  Revenue,  viz.  the  ‘Corpus  Comitatus, 
or  when  it  was  in  Fir  me,  the  Firma  corporis  Co- 
mitatus:  And  the  Proficuum  Co  mi  t  at  us  y  and  when 
it  was  in  Firme,  the  Firma  de  proficuo  Comitatus , 
both  which  iTiall  be  hereafter  more  fully  ex* 
plained. 

Thefe  Profits  were  anciently,  and  are  to  this 
day  anfwered  at  two  Terms  in  the  year,  viz, 
Michaelmas  andFafter. 

But  to  enable  the  more  effectual  levying  of 
them,  there  always  if lued  to  the  Sheriff  before 
Eafter  and  Michaelmas,  out  of  the  Exchequer 
a  Writ  called  the  Summons  of  the  Pipe,  which 

nad 
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had  annexed  to  it  the  Charge  or  Sums  for  which 
the  Sheriff  was  anfwerable,  viz.  thofe  which 
were  charged  upon  himfelf /«£  nomine  Vicecomi- 
tis ,  and  thofe  which  are  charged  upon  others. 
The  Form  of  the  Writ  is  recorded  in  the  black 
Book  of  the  Exchequer,  Lib.  i.  cap.  ^iialiter 
j Kent  Summonitione s*  which  continue  to  this  day, 
viz.  Rex  Vic  Ebor’  Salntem.  Vide  ficut  teipfum 
&  omnia  tua  diligas  quod  fis  ad  Scaccaritim  noftnrn 
Weftnf  in  Cro3  &w#z*Michaelis,  vel  in  Cro  Clanfi 
Pafchs,  &  habem  ibi  qiticqnid  debee  de  vet  ere  fir* 
s ma  vel  nova :  Et  nominatim  Imc  debit  a  fubfcripta. 
And  then  the  whole  charge  is  inferted,  which 
commonly  began  with  thefe  annual  Revenues* 
viz. 

De  Corpore  Comitaim 
(or  if  it  were  in  Firme) 

De  Firma  de  Corpore  Com.  loo  bL 
De  Numero  Comitatns  lo 
De  Proficno  Comitatm 
(or  if  in  Firmed 
De  Firma  de  proficno  Com.  Jo 

And  then  the  Sum  in  grofs  charged  upon  the 
Sheriff  for  divers  fmall  Rents,  and  then  after¬ 
wards  all  thofe  Firmes  that  were  charged  upon 
particular  perfons  feriatim  and  in  order. 

And  according  to  the  order  wherein  they 
were  written  out  to  the  Sheriff,  accordigly  in 
effi were  the  Accompts  paffed,  and  the  En¬ 
tries  made  thereof  in  the  great  Roll  of  the  Pipe, 
Only  the  particulars  in  the  Writ  was  their  charge 
of  the  Sheriff,  unto  which  he  was  to  give  his 
anlwer  upon  his  Accompt,  and  then  there  are 
entxed  his  difcharges. 

And 
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And  this  Firme  continues  there  to  this  day, 
with  fuch  alterations  as  are  hereafter  mentioned : 
And  therefore  the  Ordinance  or  Statute  in  Li - 
bro  R ubro  Scaccarii ,  foi.  242.  made  in  54  H, 
3.  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  liable  and  fixed  me¬ 
thod  for  writing  the  great  Roll,  obferved  both 
before  and  lince  that  day. 

Primo  ,  Scribatur  Corpus  Comitatus  ,  dehide 
Eleemofyne  conjlitute ,  &  Liberationes  &  Bn  a 
prifci  Vicecom  Jicut  femperfuit  confuetum.  Debt - 
de  oner  etur  Vic  de  Fir  mis  pro  projicuo  Comitatus 
vel  de  pro  fields :  Deinde  feribantur  omnes  Firme 
tam  majores  quam  minor es\  See, 

And  altho  the  certain  Debet  ot  the  Sheriff 
could  not  be  known  before  the  finifhing  of  his 
Acccmpt,  becaufe  it  could  not  be  known  what 
he  levied,  and  what  not  *  and  what  he  had 
paid,  and  what  not*,  (which  Accompts  was 
not  until  the  end  of  his  year,1  yet  it  feems 
there  was  anciently  an  eftimate  what  this  com 
Rant  charge  of  the  annual  Revenue  amounted 
unto,  and  what  the  conftant  allowances  amount¬ 
ed  uuto,  according  to  a  medium ,  or  poffibly  ac¬ 
cording  to  thofe  Firmes  and  grofis  Sums  Which 
were  charged  immediately  upon  the  Sheriff fiub 
nomine  Vicecomitis  ^  and  thefe  Sums  were  paid 
into  the  Exchequer  at  the  return  of  the  Writ  of 
Summons  of  the  Pipe,  and  they  were,  and  are 
to  this  day  called  Prof  re  Vicecom0 ,  or  the  She¬ 
riffs  Proffers.  And  by  the  Statute  of  H,  3. 
called  Statutum  de  Scaccario ,  thofe  proffers  are 
appointed  to  be  paid  on  the  morrow  of  St.  Mi¬ 
chael ,  and  the  morrow  pojl  Clanfiim  Pafcha  •  and 
the  payment  of  thefe  proffers  are  continued  to 
this  day  :  But  altho  they  are  paid,  yet  if  up¬ 
on  the  conclufion  of  theSheriffs  Accompt,  and.  aff 
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ie r  the  allowances  and  difcharges  had  by  him? 
it  appears  that  he  be  in  furplufage,  or  that  he 
is  charged  with  more  than  indeed  he  could  re¬ 
ceive,  he  hath  fometimes,  and  for  the  moft 
part,  all  his  proffers  paid  or  allowed  to  him 
again :  and  fo  indeed  it  is  but  a  mock-payment, 
a  payment  kept  oft  foot  to  maintain  the  old  me¬ 
thod  of  his  Accompt,  but  is  in  effedt  but  fo  much 
Money  lent,  for  he  hath  it  (and  juftly  enough) 
allowed  to  him  back  again  :  The  reafon  and 
juftice  whereof  fhall  be  fhewn  hereafter.  And 
now  to  return  again  from  whence  we  digref- 
fed,  I  fhall  now  fearch  out  the  meaning  of 
thefe  Firmes,  Corpus  Comitatus  bl.  and  Numerm 
Comitatits ,  and  Fvma  de  Corpore  Comitatus ,  and 
Frcfcua  Comitatus ,  and  Firma  de  proficuo  Comita - 
tusy  I  mean  as  they  relate  to  the  Sheriffs  Ac¬ 
compt,  for  what  the  things  were  is  fufficiently 
difcovered  before. 

Therefore  as  to  the  Corpus  Comitatus ,  I  have 
already  fhewn  in  the  precedent  Chapter,  what 
it  conftfted  of,  viz.  the  Vicontiel  Rents  of  the 
County  5  and  they  confifted  of  two  forts  of 
payment,  viz.  thofe  that  were  anfwered  in 
blanch  Money,  and  thofe  that  were  anfwered 
in  Money  numbred.  And  this  ordinarily  made 
two  titles  of  the  Corpus  Comitatus  in  moft  Coun¬ 
ties,  viz.  where  there  were  Firmes  of  thefe  dif¬ 
fering  natures,  and  they  are  then  thus  noted, 
viz . 

T)e  Corpore  Comitatus  loo Z.  bl, 

De  Ninnero  Comitatus  5  c 

And  they  were  written  out  thus  generally, 

without 
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without  expr.effing  the  feyeral  Yicontiel  Rents, 
but  only  the  grofs  Sums  what  they  amounted 
to  blanc ,  and  what  they  amounted  to  numeroy 
or  de  numero  Comitatus .  And  the  Sheriff  upon 
his  Accompt  was  ufed  to  bring  in  a  Yicontiel 
Roll ,  containing  thefe  particular  VicontieJ 
Rents,  what  they  were  and  what  he  had  le¬ 
vied. 

JBy  this  it  appears  that  in  the  firft  conftitu? 
tion  of  this  Yicontiel  Accompt  the  Sheriff  ac¬ 
compted  for  thefe  Rents  as  Bayly  or 
Gtftos,  and  anfwered  what  he  levied  though 
they  were  written  out,  and  flood  upon  the 
great  Roll  all  in  a  lump,  and  when  the  Sher 
riff  accompted  thus,  he  accompted  as  Cuftos  or 
Bayly.  But  in  procefs  of  time  (but  that  tim£ 
being  ancient)  the  Sheriff  for  the  time  being 
took  the  Corpus  Comitatus  or  Yicontiel  Rents  to 
Ffrme,  which  Firme,  for  the  moft  part 
mounted  to  very  near  the  entire  quantity  of 
the  Yicontiel  Rents.  And  this  Firme  in  ma¬ 

ny  Counties  was  very  ancient,  for  we  find  them 
mentioned  in  the  Pipe-rolls  of  the  time  of  King 
John  and  R.  i . 

And  by  this  means  the  Sheriff  was  to  anfwer 
at  his  peril  his  Firme,  for  it  became  his  own 
debt,  and  he  was  to  gather  up  the  Yicontiel 
Rents  to  his  own  ufe  to  make  himfelf  a  Sal¬ 
ver. 

She  Sheriffs  CommilTion  hereupon  was  with 
the  refervation  of  the  Firme,  and  although  we 
have  not  memorials  of  all  thofe  refervations, 
yet  of  fome  we  have. 

Inter  Commuma  of  19  E.  1.  Bedf.  Bucks, 
Rex  1 6.  Jan.  Anno.  19.  Commijit  Will.  Turr 
vil  Coni  B?df.  &  Bucks  cum  pertinent 1  cuftodi- 
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end'  qnamdiu  Regi  placuerit  reddendo  inde  per  an * 
mm  quantum  Johannes  Palam  wiper  Vicecomes 
eorundem  reddere  confuevit. 

And  by  little  and  little  this  grew  into  a  u- 
fage ,  the  fucceeding  Sheriff  angering  the 
Firme  of  the  County ,  and  of  the  Profits  of  the 
County  as  his  predecefior  had  done  :  Whereby 
the  Fhma  Comitatus  and  the  Firvna  de  proficuis 
Comitatus  became  as  fettled  Firmes  charged  up¬ 
on  the  Sheriff  though  there  were  no  exprefs  re- 
fervation  of  it  upon  his  Patent  or  Commiflion 
of  Sheriff. 

And  becaufe  thcfe  Firmes  were  in  their  firft 
refervation  proportioned  to  the  value  and  na¬ 
ture  of  thofe  Rents,  which  now  the  Sheriff  had* 
as  before  the  King  had  them,  in  fpecie  ^  hence 
the  Sheriffs  Firme  of  the  County  or  Body  of 
the  County  as  it  was  proportionable  to  the 
fame,  anfwered  for  the  Vicontiel  Rents*,  fb 
it  was  proportioned  to  their  nature,  viz.  be- 
caufe  fome  of  the  Vicontiel  Rents  were  in  Mane 
Money,  the  Sheriffs  Firme  correfponding  to 
that  was  anfwered  in  Mav.c  Money  :  And  fome 
of  thofe  rents  being  anfwered  numero ,  the  She? 
riffs  Firme  correfponding  thereto  was  anfwered 
miner  o. 

And  by  this  Accompt  the  charge  both  upon 
the  Summons  of  the  Pipe  and  upon  the  great 
Roll,  was  altered,  viz .  whereas  the  former  Style 
of  the  charge  was  De  cor  pore  Comitatus  blanc  & 
yumero,  now  it  was  changed,  viz. 

De  Fir  made  corpore  Coin  ico/.  bl. 

De  mimero  Comitatus  40 

And  thus  the  manner  of  the  charge  Rood  for 
the  times  of  H.  3.  and  E.  1 .  and  for  fome  time 
before,  at  Jeaffc  in  feme  Counties :  and  fo  it 
M  continues 
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continues  to  this  day  with  fuch  alterations  as 
fhall  be  flhewn. 

And  as  the  CorpiisComitatus  thus  by  ufage  grew 
a  Firme,  or  Rent  charged  upon  the  Sheriff,  fo 
alfo  did  the  Crementum  Comitatus  in  thole  Coum 
ties  where  fuch  Crementa  was  anfwered,  viz. 


De  Firm  a  Comitatus  loot 

De  numero  Comitatus  40 

De  Cremento  Comitatus  10 


All  being  governed  by  the  word  Firma: 
For,  as  I  have  faid,  a  long  letting  of  thefe 
Yicontiels  to  Firme  *  had  brought  them  to 
be  a  fetled  charge,  charged  upon,  and  an- 
Iwered  jby  the  Sheriff ^  and  he  gathered  up  the 
Yicontiels  to  his  own  ufe,  to  make  himfelf  a 
Saver,  and  to  make  good  his  Firme.  And 
thus  much  concerning  the  anfwering  and  al¬ 
tering  of  the  charges  of  the  Yicontiels,  or  the 
Corpus  Comitatus  both  before  and  after  it  was 
in  Firme. 

2*x  As  concerning  the  Proficuum  Comitatus ,  the 
proceeding  was  much  the  fame  as  that  con¬ 
cerning  the  Corpus  Comitatus. 

In  the  ancienter  times,  when  the  Profcua 
Comitaius  was  at  all  anfwered  by  the  Sheriff, 
It  was  anfwered  by  him,  as  Cuftos  or  Bayly  up^ 
on  Accompt  :  Though  in  fome  ancient  Pipe- 
rolls,  for  fome  Counties  we  find  no  diftinct 
mention  of  it$  as  in  the  Pipe-roll  of  19  R.  1. 
Glouc.  Herbertus  reddit  compotum  de  372?.  14 s9 
6d.  bl.  de  Firma  Comitatus.  The  like,  ibid.  13 
Johannis.  But  very  frequently  afterwards  the 
Sheriffs,  when  they  had  the  Corpus  Comitatus , 
or  fhe  Certain  Annual  Revenues  under  a 
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Firrne,  yet  anlwered  the  Proficua  Comitatus  as 
Cvftos  or  Bayly :  for  inftance,  Pipe-roll  9  R.  1. 
Bedf.  &  Bucks,  Simon  de  Bello  campo  reddit 
compofum  de  369L  19 s.  lid.  bl.  Et  de  79/. 
8  s.  id.  mimero ,  de  Firma  Comitd,  without  men¬ 
tioning  the  Proficua  Comitatus. 

But  in  the  Pipe-roll  25  H.  3.  Jfedf.  & 
Bucks,  Paulinas  Pejor,  ut  birmavius  reddit  com - 
potum  de  369/.  19s.  I  id.  bl.  £5*  de  1  cS/.  mimero 
de  Fir  via  Contitatmm . 

/dew  Vicecomes  reddit  compotum  de  1 00  ware5 
j;ro  proficuo  Comitat. 

And  Anno  44  H  2.  Alexander  Hampden, 
2/t  rimanus  reddit  compotum  de  36 oh  19$.  I  id. 
bl.  (5*  de  108I.  mimero ,  de  Firma  Comitatuum. 

Idem  A.  reddit  compotum  de  220  marc 1  pro 
proficuo  Comitat1  Jicut  ccnthietur  in  original.  ' 

And  in  51  H.  3.  Galfridus  Rus  ut  Firma - 
riiis  %e  anno  50  reddit  compotum  de  369J.  19s. 
1 3  d.  bl.  6?  de  108 1  numero  de  Firma  Comitaf. 

Idem \ Galfridus  reddit  compotum  de  i^omarC 
pro  proficuo  Comitatus  de  anno  50.  Jicut  contine- 
tur  in  qu\dam  Rotulo  attachiato  originali  ejufdem 


mmi. 


And  in  the  Year  following,  Edvardus//i«s 
Regis  primogenitus ,  Barthol.  de  Irene  Subvice r 
co?wes  e/ws  reddit  pro  eo  per  breve  Regis ,  compo- 
turn  de  369/.  195.  1  id.  bl.  6?  10 SI.  numero  da 
Firma  Comitatus  hoc  anno. 

Idem  E.  FzV  7/072  reddit  de  aliquo  proficuo 
Comitat  quia  Rex  ei.commifit  dittos  Comitatus  ref- 
fond'  inde  per  annum  de  antiqua  Firma  corporis y 
Jicut  continetur  in  originate  anni  precedents. 

And  To  in  the  great  Roll  of  50  H.  3. 
Glouc.  Reginaldus  de  Ale  de  372I.  i4s.6d.de 
Com\ 

Idem 
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Idem  Vice  comes  reddit  compotum  de  So  marc 3 
pro  projicuo  Com  &  exit"  ville  &  nundinormn  & 
Hundredi  de  Wencham  jicnt  conthietur  in  quodam 
Rotiihj  8c c.  and  fo  it  continued  in  the  time  of  A.  i* 
By  which  it  is  evident,  i.  That  fomtime 
there  was  nothing  at  all  anfwered  pro  proficuis, 
but  it  was  caft  into  the  Firme  of  the  Comi¬ 
ty.  2,  That  although  the  body  of  the  Coun¬ 
ty,  confifting  of  a  certain  yearly  Revenue 
was  in  Firme,  yet  oftentimes  the  Proficup 
Comitatus  were  not  in  Firme,  but  the  Sheriff 
accompted  for  them  ut  Cufios ,  fometime  higher, 
foinetijne  fower,  as  the  profits  arofe. 

But  in  procefs  of  time  the  Proficua  Comitatus , 
at  leaft  in  fome  Counties,  fell  under  a  Firme, 
though  in  fome  Counties  fooner,  in  fome  la¬ 
ter  *,  and  having  once  begun  to  be  in  Firme, 
the  fucceeding  Sheriff  took  it  as  his  predecef- 
four  left  it  *,  and  fo  it  became  in  time  a  fet- 
led  Firme,  though  not  exprefsly  referyed  up¬ 
on  tjie  Patent  of  every  Sheriff. 

Arid  yet  in  fuch  cafes  it  was  become  a  fet- 
led  Firme,  by  ufage  and  cuuom  $  yet  when 
the  Sheriff  found  that  his  Firme  was  too  great 
for  thefe  profits  (which  were  cafual,  fometimes 
more,  fometimes  lefs)  he  was  in  thofe  elder 
times  admitted  to  accompt  ut  Cufios ,  without 
being  bound  to  anfwer  his  entire  Firme,  unlefs 
he  faw  fit.  But  that  was  rarely  in  ufe  afi 
ter  the  time  of  H.  4.  and  accordingly  it  feems 
to  be  intimated?  in  that  ordinance  oi  54  H,  3 . 
above  mentioned,  for  writing  the  great  Roll 
of  the  Pipe,  viz.  de  Firmis  pro  Proficuis ,  vei  de- 
Pi  oficuh .  And  this  {hall  fuffice  for  the  unridd" 
ling  of  the  Sheriffs  Accompt?  till  tjie  to  and 
li  Ed,  I, 
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CHAP.  VII. 


The  Second  Teriod  o  f  the  Sheriffs 
Accompts  y  viz.  Hoxo  they  flood 
from  10  E.  i.  until  34.  H.  0. 


WE  have  in  the  former  Chapter  feen 
how  the  Statute  of  the  Sheriffs  Ac¬ 
compts  ffood  in  relation  to  the  annual  Re¬ 
venue  of  the  County,  whether  Certain  or  Un¬ 
certain,  and  both  ftand  now  reduced  under  a 
Firme,  viz. 

1.  The  Cor  pm  C omit  atm  anfwered  under  a 
Finne  3  partly  blanc ,  and  partly  mimero. 

2.  The  Proficua  Comitatus  gradually  alfo  re¬ 
duced  into  a  Firme  intirely  mimero  3  but  with 
a  liberty  for  the  Sheriff  to  eafe  himfelf  of 
the  excefs  of  his  Firme  above  the  profits,  by 
fubmitting  to  an  accompt  of  thefe  profits  as 
Baylv  or  Cnjlos. 

It  fell  out  in  procefs  of  time  that  the 
Kings  of  England  granted  away  many  of 
fSoFe  Vicoiitiel  Rents,  and  the  Lands  upon 
Which  iome  or  them  were  charged,  whereby 
the  Sheriff  loll:  much  of  what  was  to  make  up 
the  Firme  of  his  County.  And  although  the 
Sheriffs,  upon  fhewing  thereof*  upon  their  Ac- 
compts,  had  an  allowance  of  that  which  was  fo 
granted  away,  yet  it  made  a  trouble  and  diff 
order  in  the  Sheriffs  Accompts. 

And  therefore  it  was  neceffary  to  have 
feme  provifion  for  the  fame,  but  this  only 

con 
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concerned  that  part  of  his  Firme  which  was 
of  the  Corpus  Comitatus ,  or  the  Firme  of  the 
Certain  Annual  Revenue.  Therefore  by  the 
Stat.  of  Rutland  i  o  E.  i .  this  provifion  is  fet- 
led. 

Quod  non  fcribatur  de  cetero  corpora  Comitatum 
in  Rotulis  JinguUs ,  quin  fcnbantnr  in  quo  dam  Ro- 
tulo  anmiali  per  fe9  &  legantur  JinguUs  annis  fnper 
compotum  Vicecomitis  Jingula ,  viz.  in  JinguUs  Comi- 
tati bus,  lit  fciatur  Ji  quid  nob  is  pojjit  accidere  in 
quocunque  Comitatu .  Remanent'  vero  eonindeni 
Comitatimm  pojl  terras  datas  fcribatur  in  Rotulis 
anmialibus  &  onerentur  hide  Vicecomites.  In  qui- 
bus  quidem  remanentibus  allocentur  liberationesy 
eleemofyne ,  &c.  Scribantur  etiam  in  eifdem  Rotulis 
anmialibus  Firme  Vicecomitum ,  proficui  Comita- 
tus ,  firme  Serjantiar  &  AjfartorJ  Firme  Civita- 
tum ,  Burgorum  &  Villarwn ,  &  alie  Firme  da 
quibus  eft  refponfmn  anmiatim  ad  Scaccarium  pre * 
dittum.  Scribantur  in  eifdem  omnia  debit  a  terminates 
&  omnia gr off a  aebita  de  quibus  fpes  eft  quod  ali- 
qnod  hide  reddi  pojjit.  Item  omnia  debita  qua  vi- 
dentur  ejfe  clara.  titidum  de  novis  oblatis.  Nihil 
fcribatur  in  Rotulo  Anmiali  niji  ea  de  quibus  eft 
fpes ,  &c.  Be  Fir  mis  vero  mortuis  &  debitis  de 
quibus  non  eft  fpes ,  fiat  units  Rotidus0  &  irrotiden - 
tur  &  legantur  JinguUs  annis  fnper  Compof  Vice- 
corn  &  debita  de  quibus  Vicecomes  refpondebat fieri- 
bantur  in  Rotulo  anmiali  &  ibi  acquietentur. 

And  by  this  Aft  thefe  alterations  were  made. 

I.  The  Rate  of  the  yearly  Rents  which 
heretofore  made  up  the  Corpus  Comitatus  was 
examined,  and  it  was  conhdered  what  parts 
thereof  had  been  granted  out  by  the  King, 
to  the  end  that  the  Sheriffs- Firme  of  the  body 

of 
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of  the  County  might  be  abated  with  refpeft 
to  thofe  grants  •,  which  reduction  of  the  Fipne 
Is  ftik.d  Remanentia  Firme  pojl  terras  data$. 

H.  The  old  ftile  of  Corpus  Comitatus  was  now 
put  out  of  the  charge  •,  and  whereas  formerly 
the  Sheriffs  charge  was De  Fima  de  cor  pore  Comi¬ 
tatus ,  now  it  was  changed,  and  the  charge  was 
De  remcmevte  Firme  poji  terras  datas :  And  ac¬ 
cordingly  it  was  forthwith  altered  in  the  great 
Roll,  pnly  when  thofe  remaining  Rents  that 
were  to  pake  good  this  Rem anwtia  Firme,  did 
conlift  of  Rents  blanc ,  or  of  Rents  mmero  onely, 
it  was  accordingly  written,  viz.  in  this  plan¬ 
ner. 

De  remanente  Firme  de  Com?  100L  bl. 

De  mmero  Comitatus  50 

III.  There  was  to  be  extracted  out  of  i  the 
great  Roll  the  old  Rents  that  made  up  the 
Corpus  Comitatus  and  the  title  thereof,  and 
thofe  Firmes  that  were  Firme  mortue  or  obfo - 
lete9  illeviable  Firmes,  and  thofe  debts  that 
were  defperate,  and  the  great  Roll  of  the  Pipe 
(which  was  written  every  year)  was  to  be  dif- 
fcurthened  of  them,  and  they  were  to  be  tranf- 
cribed  into  another  Roll  called  an  Exannual 
Roll. 

This  Exannual  Roll  to  be  yeariy  read  to 
the  Sheriff  upon  his  Accompt,  to  fee  what 
might  be  gotten :  And  if  any  thing  appeared 
to  be  good,  then  the  fame  to  be  recharged 
again  upon  the  great  Roll  of  the  Pipe. 
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IV.  But  there  was  no  alteration  hereby 
made  ot  the  Firma  de  Prof  cuts :  So  that  by  this 
A6t  as  in  relation  to  the  Firmes  and  Rents  of 
the  County  thele  things  were  done,  i .  Thole 
Firmes  or  Rents  that  were  wholly  granted  a* 
way,  were  wholly  put  out  of  charge,  whether 
they  were  affart  Rents  or  Firmes  charged  upon 
particular  Perfons  or  Land,  or  that  were  within 
the  Sheriffs  Firme  as  Yicontiel  Rents.  2.  If 
any  Yicontiel  Rents  that  made  up  the  Sheriffs 
Firma  de  corpore  Comitatus  were  granted  out, 
the  Sheriffs  Firme  was  abated  in  refpedt  there¬ 
of  3.  If  there  were  any  Obfolete  or  Dead 
Rents,  that  were  either  Yicontiel  Rents  or 
charged  upon  particular  Lands  or  Perfons 
which  had  not  been  a  long  time  anfwered,  they 
together  with  the  Corpus  Comitatus  were  remov¬ 
ed  out  of  the  Annual  Roll  and  tranfmitted 
into  the  Exannual  Roll  read  yearly  to  the 
Sheriff,  to  fee  whether  any  hope  of  levying 
them  :  But  their  writing  out  in  charge  in  the 
great  Roll  fufpended  till  they  might  be  after 
difcovered  to  be  leviable. 

And  accordingly  prefently  after  the  making 
cf  this  Adt,  the  Firme  of  the  Sheriffs  charge 
in  the  Summons  of  the  Pipe  and  the  entry 
thereof  upon  the  great  Roll  was  changed,  and 
this  memorial  is  made  upon  the  Pipe-roll  for 
every  County. 

^  Corpus  hups  Comitatus  von  annotatur  me ,  Jed  an- 
wotatur  in  quodam  Rotnlo  in  quo  feribuntur  omnia 
corpora  Comitatuvm  Anglia  in  maim  Regis  ex- 
ifentia  fnml  cum  Firmis  matins  &  debitis  qnaf 
defperatis  qua  debent  fngulis  anvis  legi  &  red- 
tari  fuper  Compotmn  Vic  ut  feiatur  quid  hide 
aeddere  pojfii  Regi  ex  quacunque  canfa  que  flint 
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in  Thefauro.  In  quibus  etiam  continetur  quod 
hide  Vice  comites  onerentur  in  coinpotis  fuis  pre~ 
dicfis  de  remanentibus  Firmarum  Comitatuum  pofi 
terras  datas.  Ft  quod  in  eifdem  remanentibus 
allocentnr  liberatioyies  &  Eleemofyne  conftitut £ 
&  alie  allocations  Ji  quas  Vic ,  habuerbit  per 
Bria  Regis  de  eorundem  exhibits . 

And  according  to  this  A dt  and  Memoran¬ 
dum  the  great  Roll  was  certified  :  For  inftance, 
before  this  Adt  the  great  Roll  for  Gloucejler  did 
run  thus. 

J.  F.  reddit  compotum  de^-jil.  1 35.  6d,  blanc. 
de  Firma  Comitatus. 

But  after  this  alteration  it  runs  thus. 

In  the  great  Roll  12  E.  1 .  Rogerus  de  Lock- 
ington  Vicecomes  reddit  compotum  de  3  8 1.  145. 
11  d.  blanc.  de  remanente  Fir  me  Comitatus  poji 
terras  datas . 

Idem  Vic  reddit  comp otwn  de  80  marc  de  Fir- 
771  a  pro  profcuis  Comitatus  (which  was  the  old 
Firme  thereof  before  10  E.  1.) 

So  again  in  the  Pipe-roll  10  E.  1.  which 
was  the  Axcompt  of  the  year  next  before  the 
making  of  this  Adt  the  Roll  runs  thus,  viz. 

Bedt.  Bucks,  Richardus  de  Gollington  red' 
dit  compotum  de  319/  19  s.  lid.  bl.  &  de  io8\ 
mtmero ,  de  Firma  Comitatus.  Et  reddit  compo ■* 
turn  de  1  So  marc  de  Firma  pro  projicito  Comitatus 
jicut  Johannes  de  Chedley  reddere  confuevit.  In 
the  Roll  next  after  the  making  of  this  Adt  it 
rune  thus. 

Richardus  de  Gollington  Vic  reddit  compotum 
de  17/,  ys,  b\  de  remanent'  Firme  Comitatus p oft 
terras  datas  Jicut  Jupra  continetur y  &  de  108/,  de 
Fima  mtmero , 

Ei 


Sheriff's  Accompts. 

Et  Vic 5  reddit  compotum  de  i  oo  marc  de  Firma 
pro  profcuis  ficut  continetur  in  Rot.  1 1  :  By* 
which  inftances  thefe  things  appear,  viz. 

1 .  That  the  Firma  de  Proficuis  continued  the 
fame  as  before :  For  therein  no  alteration  was 
made  by  the  Stat.  -of  Rutland. 

2.  That  the  Title  of  the  Firma  de  corpore 
Comitatus  was  changed  into  the  Title  de  rema - 
7i ante  Finne  Comitatus  poft  terras  datas. 

3.  That  the  quantity  of  the  Firmes  were  re¬ 
duced  to  fmaller  Sums  with  refpedt  to  thofe 
Firmes  or  Lands  charged  therewith  formerly 
and  fince  granted  out. 

4.  That  yet  the  Titles  of  Blanc  and  Numero 
continued  or  were  omitted  as  the  nature  of  the 
Yicontiel  Rents  that  remained  ungranted  were, 
viz .  When  all  the  blanc  Rents  were  granted  out, 
the  Firme  de  remanente  was  anfwered  only  nu- 
7nero.  Where  all  the  R  ents  numero  were  granted 
the  Sheriff  anfwered  his  Firme  wholly  blanc . 
If  part  of  his  Rent  blanc  were  granted  and  no¬ 
thing  of  thofe  Rents  that  were  anfwered  nume- 
ro ,  he  anfwered  the  remaining  part  of  his 
Firme  blanc  ,  and  the  entire  refidue  numero . 
For  the  Sheriffs  Firme  of  the  County  before, 
and  de  remanente  now,  did  anfwer  to  the  quan¬ 
tity,  and  alfo  to  the  nature  or  quality  of  thofe 
Yicontiel  Rents  that  he  was  to  receive  to  make 
good  his  Firme 

But  abating  that  one  alteration  from  Firma 
corporis  Comitatus  to  de  remanente  Firme ,  and 
the  abridging  of  the  Firme  as  before,  and  the 
difcharging  both  of  the  Summons  of  the  Pipe 
and  the  great  Roll  of  thofe  charges  that  were 
tranfcribed  into  the  Exannual  Roll,  the  reft, 
both  of  the  charge  and  great  Roll  continued  as 
before,  *  But 


A  Short  Treatife  touching 

But  notwithftanding  this  provifion  gav^ 
fome  eafe  to  the  Sheriffs  in  relation  to  thofe 
Firmes,  yet  the  charging  of  them  with  thefe 
Firmes  became  a  matter  of  continual  complaint, 
for  that  they  were  ftill  charged  with  thefe 
Firmes,  yet  many  of  the  Rents  and  benefits 
that  iliouid  make  good  their  Firmes  were  fold 
or  became  illeviabie  after  Rot.  Pari.  2$  E.  2* 
71.  39.  Item  pry  les  Commons  qne  touts  VicornU 
que  font  charge  de  certain  Vermes  pur  les  Counties 
mi  its  font  Vicounts  foient  dif charge  de  ceopojl  ref 
ceit  de  lour  Rally  per  cauje  de  Franchijes  grdvt 
Ronne  breve  foit  mand  al  Treafnrer  &  Barons  def 
chequer  quills  faient  due  allowances  alchefcun  Vi- 
count  fur  le  render  de  lour  Accompts  enchefcun 
cafe  la  on  ilsvoilent  qnilfoit  reafonable. 

And  in  the  fame  Parliament  in  47,  the  She- 
tiffs  of  Bedf.  and  Bucks  pray  to  be  difcharged 
of  the  Firmes  of  the  Bay  ly  wick  of  their  Hun¬ 
dreds,  becaufe  thofe  Baylywicks  yielded  no 
profit :  They  are  remitted  to  the  Exchequer, 
Rot .  Pari.  45  E.  3,  w.  45.  The  Sheriffs  of 
Ejfex  and  Hartford ,  pray  all  eafe  in  refpcct  of 
illeviabie  Firmes  charged  upon  them  ,  and 
Hundreds  and  Rents  granted  from  them  :  An- 
fwered,  Le  Roy  lour  ad  fait  grace. 

By  the  Statute  of  1  H.  4.  cap.  ti.  upon 
the  complaint  that  the  Sheriffs  are  charged  with 
the  ancient  Firmes  of  their  County,  notwith¬ 
ftanding  that  great  part  of  the  profits  of  the 
fame  be  granted  to  Lords  and  others  :  It  is 
enabled  that  the  Sheriffs  fhall  accomj^t  in  the 
Exchequer  and  have  an  allowance  by  their 
Oaths  cf  the  iifucs  of  their  Counties. 

Rot.  Pad.  11  H.  4.  n.  46.  &  fequent\  The 
Sheriff's  of  feveral  Counties  complain  that 

they 
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ilief  are  charged  with  feveral  ancient  Firmes 
Which  they  are  not  able  to  levy,  viz.  Eflex  and 
Her tf.  with  the  Firme  of  the  County,  and 
the  Firme  of  the  profits  of  the  County :  York 
with  the  Firme  of  the  County  pojt  terras  datas » 
pevonjliire  with  the  remanent ’  Firme  Comitatm 
pofiterras  data the  firma  de  Proficuis  Comitatus$ 
and  a  certain  Firme  of  i  co  marks  called  blanch 
Firme. Norfolk  and  Suffolk  with  a  Firme  cal¬ 
led  de  remanent'  Firme  pojl  terras  datasy  and  Fir - 
?na  de  Proficuo  Comtatus ,  whereof  they  com¬ 
plain  that  they  cannot  levy  any  thing,  arid  be- 
fldes  the  Hundred  and  Liberties  granted  out  to 
the  diminution  of  their  Profit  *  and  pray  re¬ 
medy  according  to  the  Stat.  of  i  H  4. 

They  are  referred  to  the  King’s  Council  to 
make  fuch  pardon  and  mitigation  as  they 
fhall  think  reafonable. 

Rot.  Pari .  1  H.  5.  n.  34,  3^.  The  like  Com¬ 
plaints  are  made  in  the  behalf  of  the  Sheriffs, 
and  prayed  that  they  may  have  allowances 
out  of  their  Firmes  upon  their  Oaths  accord* 
ing  to  the  Statute  of  1  H4,  But  they  have 
the  like  anfwer  as  before,  viz.  a  reference  to  the 
Council. 

But  Rot.  Pari.  4  H,  ^  n.  24.  and  4  FI.  5, 
tap.  2.  The  like  Petition  is  received,  viz.  that  , 
by  their  Oaths  they  may  have  an  allowance  of 
what  they  cannot  levy  out  of  thofe  great 
Firmes  that  are  charged  fub  nomine  Vic\  viz < 

Firmes  of  their  Counties,  blanc  Firmes  de  novo 
incremento ,  £tc.  But  inftead  of  redrefs,  they 
loft  that  Benefit  which  the  Statute  of  x  H.  p 
had  before  afforded  them.  And  it  is  directly 
enaCfed  that  the  Sheriffs  fhall  have  allowances 
by  their  Oath  of  things  cafual,  which  lye  not 
in  Firme  or  annual  demand  :  Bkit  or  thofe 
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things  which  lye  in  Firme  annual,  or  demand 
annual,  they  be  charged  as  Sheriffs  in  afore¬ 
time  had  been  charged.  Arid  thus  flood  the 
bufinefs  of  the  Sheriffs  Firmes  until  the  Sta¬ 
tute  of  34  H.  S.  which  is  the  next  Period. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Touching  the  State  of  the  Shi- 
rijjs  Firmes  from  the  Statute  of 
34  H.  8.  till  the  fourteenth  Tear 
of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  i. 
which  is  the  Second  Period. 

W'  E  have Teen  in  the  former  Chapter  how 
the  cafe  flood  with  the  Sheriffs  Firme 
after  the  Statute  of  Rutland ,  and  how  the  Sta¬ 
tute  of  4  H.  5.  cap.  2.  bound  the  Firmes  charg¬ 
ed  upon  the  Sheriffs,  clofer  upon  them  than 
for  fome  years  before  : .  And  fo  they  continued 
till  the  making  of  the  Statute  of  34.  H.  8. 
cap.  16. 

This  Statute  recites  thofe  feveral  Firmes 
charged  to  the  Sheriff  fub  nomine  Vicecomithj 
viz.  de  remanent '  Firme  pojl  terras  datas :  Firma 
de.  Prcficvo  Ccmitaiits ,  and  thofe  other  minute 
Firmes  demanded  fub  nomine  Vicecomitis .  And 
many  of  thefe  particular  fmall  Rents  that 
made  up  thefe  Firmes  charged  upon  the  She¬ 
riffs  are  loft  or  not  leviable,  or  extinguifhed.. 
by  Attainders  and  Diffolutions  of  Monafte- 
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Ties  ,  and  yet  the  Sheriffs  continue  charged 
with  their  Firines  as  formerly.  It  Inads, 

1 .  That  all  Sheriffs  that  have  no  Tallies  of 
Record,  fhall  upon  their  days  of  prefixion  de¬ 
liver  in  Rolls  or  Schedules  of  Parchment  con¬ 
taining  the  particular  Sums  of  Money  which 
he  hath  or  might  have  levied  as  parcel  of  the 
faid  ancient  Firmes,  naming  the  Perfon  and 
Lands  of  which  they  are  to  be  levied. 

2.  That  after  fuch  Schedules  delivered,  the 
Court  fhall  have  Power  to  allow  and  make  de-' 
dudions  in  the  faid  Sheriffs  Firmes  of  all  fuch 
Sums  of  Money  as  the  Firmes  fhall  be  more 
than  the  Sums  in  fuch  Schedules  fhall  amount 
unto. 

3.  And  the  Court  fhall  proceed  to  the  re¬ 
covery  of  fuch  Sums  belonging  to  the  faid 
Firmes  as  are  omitted  in  fuch  Schedules, 

4.  That  the  Sheriff  have  allowance  and 
difcharge  of  all  fuch  illeviable  Sums  as  are 
written  to  him  in  procefs. 

5.  That  the  Sheriff  have  allowance  foren 
tertainment  of  JufHces,  &c. 

But  this  was  but  a  temporary  Ad,  and 
difcontinued  at  the  next  Parliament.  But  a 
farther  Ad  was  after  made  for  the  eafe  of  the 
Sheriff,  efpecially  in  relation  to  thofe  Firmes, 
viz.  2  and  3  E.  6.  cap.  4.  By  this  it  is  e- 
naded, 

1.  That  the  Sheriff  Fhall  have  fuch  allow- 
ances  and  Tallies  of  reward  as  they  had  before 
the  Ad  of  34  H.  8.  or  may  accompt  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Act  at  their  eledion. 

2.  That  they  that  accompt  and  take  no 

Tally  of  Record  fnall  be  treated  in  the  Exche¬ 
quer  as  though  the  Ad  of  34  fi  8,  were  in 
force*  D  2  3.  That 
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3.  That  thofe  that  have  no  Tallies  of  tfr 
ward  {hall  have  allowance  of  the  Diet  of  the 
Juftices,  &c. 

4.  That  all  fuch  Sheriffs  as  take  no  Talliee 
of  reward  {hall  be  difcharged  of  all  Firmer, 
Goods,  Chattels,  Profits,  Cafualties,  &c.  a& 
they  cannot  levy  or  come  by. 

5.  That  all  that  have  Tallies  of  reward 

fhall  be  difcharged  of  all  Firmes  and  Sums 
of  Money  that  they  cannot  levy ,  except 
Vicontiels,  with  which  they  are  to  remain 
chargeable  as  before  the  making  of  the  for¬ 
mer  A&.  '  1 

6 .  That  Sheriffs  fhall  have  allowances  of 
fuch  Vicontiels  as  are  extinguilhed  by  unity 
of  poffeffion  in  the  Crown  by  diflolution  of 
filonafteries. 

7.  That  the  Sheriff  at  his  day  of  prefix  iori 
when  he  is  fworn  to  his  accompt,  fhall  be 
fwom  to  deliver  into  the  Court  of  Ex*, 
chequer ,  Rolls  or  Schedules  of  Parchment 
containing  all  the  particular  Sums  of  Mo-, 
ney  which  he  hath  levied  or  might  levy  of 
his  Vicontiels  or  other  Firmes,  mentioning  the 
Perfbns  and  Lands  of  which  they  are  leviable, 
and  the  Court  to  take  care  for  the  levying  of 
fuch  of  the  Vicontiels,  or  Firmes,  which  are 
omitted  out  of  the  Schedules ,  for  faving  the 
King’s  Rights,  and  to  make  out  procels  for 
the  fame. 


Upon  thefe  Afts  thefe  things  are  obfervable, 

I.  That  thofe  Sheriffs  that  have  Tallies  of 
reward  may  not  difeharge  themfelves  of  their 
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Vicontiels,  viz.  the  Remanent*  pirmepofl  terras 
datas ,  and  Crmp  jComitatus ,  and  other  finall 
Rents  charged  Jtib  nomine  Vicecomitis  ( if  he 
take  his  Tally  of  reward)  by  oath  that  he 
cannot  levy  it,  or  all  of  it. 

II.  But  if  fuch  a  Sheriff  will  wave  hig 
Tally  of  reward ,  he  may  accompt  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Statute  of  34  H.  8.  and  fo  dif 
charge  himfelfof  his  Vicontiels  or  Firmer 
thereof  as  well  as  other  Firmes.  And  the 
truth  is,  I  think,  anciently  there  were  fome 
Sheriffs  that  had  Tallies  of  reward,  viz* 
Xork ,  Northampton ,  Cumbland,  Hereford ,  8cc. 

But  fince  the  making  of  this  A Q,  they 
have  waved  them,  accounting  it  more  be¬ 
neficial  to  take  the  benefit  of  thofe  Statutes 
upon  their  accompt ,  than  to  take  their  Tallies 
of  reward.  So  that  now  allSheriff  shave  an  equal 
benefit  of  the  Statutes  of  34  #.8.and  2  and  3  E  6. 

III.  But  thofe  Sheriffs  that  had  no  Tallies 

of  reward  might  difcharge  themfelves  of  their 
Vicontiels  and  Firmes  de  remanente  Comitatusy 
as  well  as  other  things  that  they  could  no£ 
levy.  ’  t  ‘  v 

IV.  That  all  Sheriffs,  as  well  thofe  that 
had  or  had  not  Tallies  of  reward  might  difi 
charge  themfelves  of  tjie  cafual  charges,  or 
their  annual  uncertain  charges*,  and  confib* 
quently  might,  and  moft  ordinarily  after  this 
Statute  did  difcharge  themfelves  of  the  entire 
Firme  de  prof  cun  Comitatus,  in  cafe  the  profits 
of  their  Counties  did  pot  furmount  the  charge 
that  attended  them.  And  by  this  means  fince 
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the  making  of  this  Statute,  thofe  Sheriffs  that 
were  charged  with  the  Fiima  de  proficuis  rare¬ 
ly  if  at  all  anfwered  any  thing  for  it,  becaufe 
they  have  always  afcertained  the  Courtthat 
there  were  no  fuch  profits  beyond  the  charge 
in  colic  cling  them  :  or  that  the  charge  of 
keeping  the  County-Court,  the  Turns,  the 
Hundred-Courts,  which  yrere  the  things  that 
made  up  the  Firma  de  pvoficiiis ,  furmounted 
the  benefit. 

v 

V.  And  this  making  appear  was  no  other 
than  the  Oath  of  the  Sheriff,  that  he  could 
not  levy  this  or  that  Rent,  parcel  of  his 
Vicontiels,  or  that  there  were  no  Profcua 
Comitatiis ,  See.  And  this  Oath  of  the  Sheriff 

<  S  s  '  _ 

hath  always  been  the  Warrant  to  difeharge 
him  of  all  or  any  part  of  his  Firmes.  By 
which  means  it  hath  moft  ordinarily  come 
to  pafs,  that  although  the  Sheriff  hath  paid 
in  his  Prefers  at  Eafter  and  Michaelmas, 
yet  when  he  comes  upon  his  accotnpt  he 
doth  by  his  Oath  difeharge  himfelf  of  all 
his  Firma  de  remanente  Count  atm ,  and  there¬ 
by  me  ft  times  the  King  becomes  Debtor  to 
the  Sheriff  for  thofe  Moneys  which  he  recei¬ 
ved  as  Prefers,  or  Moneys  due  by  the  Sheriff 
upon  his  Firing. 

And  it  is  but  reafon  ^  for  the  Statute  gives 
him  that  juft  benefit  to  difeharge  himfelf  by 
his  Oath  of  what  he  cannot  levy  or  receive. 

And  yet  though  the  Sheriffs  have  conftantly 
by  their  Oath  difeharged  themfelves  of  the 
entire  ,  Firme  de  Proficus  Comitatiis ,  and  of  a 
great  part  of  their  other  Firmes  of  the  Vi~ 
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contiels,  or  Remanent 5  Firms ,  and  other  Rents 
.charged  upon  them  in  grofs  Sums,  by  fwear- 
ing  the  illeviablenefs  of  fome  of  thofe  Vicon- 
tiels  which  make  up  thofe  Remanent ’  Firms 
Comitatus  and  grofs  Sums,  yet  conftantly 
after  this  Adr  and  until  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1 the  entire  Firmes,  viz.  the  entire 
Firme  of  the  Remanent *  pojl  terras  datas ,  and 
the  entire  Firme  de  proficnis  Comitatus ,  were 
conftantly  written  out  in  charge  to  the  Sheriff 
upon  the  Summons  of  the  Pipe,  and  entire¬ 
ly  charged  upon  the  great  Roll,  as  they  had 
ever  been  fince  the  Statute  of  Rutland ,  and  in 
the  very  fame  manner,  though  in  truth  it  was 
for  the  moft  part  but  an  idle  piece  of  form¬ 
ality  •  for  the  Sheriffs  conftantly  fwear  it  off 
by  virtue  of  the  Statute.  And  thus  by  thefe 
Statute^  the  Sheriff  had  eafe  by  his  Oath  from 
that  part  and  thofe  parts  of  his  Firmes  that 
he  fweared  he  could  not  levy. 

But  the  truth  is  the  Sheriffs  have  taken 
that  part  of  the  Statute  which  was  for  their  eafe, 
viz.  to  fwear  in  difcharge  of  their  Firmes,  but 
have  too  much  omitted  that  other  part  of 
the  Statute  thkt  was  for  the  King’s  advantage, 
viz.  the  delivery  in  upon  their  Oaths  the  Sche? 
dules  of  their  Yicontiels  :  by  which  omiflion 
polfibly  many  fmall,  but  good,  Rates  have 
been  loft  fince  the  Statute  of  2  and  3  £  6 . 
which  might  have  been  preferved.  Although 
polfibly  the  far  greater  part  were  loft  long 
before,  as  appears  by  the  complaints  of  the 
Sheriffs  in  relation  to  their  Firmes,  in  the 
Parliament  Roll  of  11  FT.  4.  above  mention¬ 
ed.  nd  thus  the  Sheriffs  Firmes  flood  un¬ 
til  the  1  jth  of  King  Charles  the  firft. 

D  4  CHAP, 
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CHAP.  IX. 


J he  Third  Teriod  from  the  fifteenth 
fear  of  King  Charles  the  firfiy  un¬ 
til  the  Tear  of  our  Lord  1 6$oy 
and  hove  the  Sheriffs  Firmes  and 
Accampts  fioad  in  that  interval. 


s) 


V 


By  an  Order  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer 
made  the  25th.  Jumi,  15  Car.  1.  upon  the 
complaint  of  the  King  s  Firmor  of  decayed 
Rents  it  was  ordered  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe 
fhould  cafl  up  and  compute,  and  feverally  and 
diftinftly  put  in  charge  arrearages  of  decayed 
Rents  and  parcels  pf  Rents,  that  procefs  and 
commijlions  might  be  made  forth  thereupon 
hy  virtue  of  the  Order.  But  this  proved  un- 
effe&ual  ^  for  although  the  fame  was  done  ac¬ 
cordingly  ,  yet  the  King  received  little  ad¬ 
vantage  thereby,  neither  did  it  at  all  convex 
nience  the  Sheriff,  or  alter  the  charge  written 
out  in  the  Summons  of  the  Pipe,  or  upon  the 
great  Roll.  For  the  Firmes  continued  Hill  in 
charge  as  before,  without  any  alterations :  And 
though  fomewhat  of  fmall  confequence  wa« 
found  out,  which  might  help  to  make  good  the 
Sheriffs  Firmes  in  fpme  particulars ,  yet  the 
fame  Rill  fellfhort,  and  the  Sheriffs  were  ftill 
enforced  to  make  ufeof  the  advantage  of  the 
^Statute  of2F.  6.  to  eafe  themfelves  by  their 
Oat  a  01  llleviable  Rent&  till  the  year  1650. 

>  f  rj  4  n 
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The  Fourth  Period  of  the  Sheriffs 
Firma  from  the  Tear  1650  unto 
this  day y  and  how  they  per/s  an- 
fioercd  in  that  interval. 

I  N  the  times  of  the  late  troubles,  viz..  S 
Juliiy  1650.  there  was  an  Order  made  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  touching  the  Sheriffs 
Firmes  and  the  Yicontiel  Rents,  which  be- 
caufe  it  hath  fet  a  Rule  in  this  Bufinefs,  which 
to  this  day  is  obferved,  I  fhall  here  tranfcribe 
verbatim. 

cc  Whereas  the  Sheriffs  ©f  feveral  Counties  of 
England  ftand  charged  in  the  great  Roll  of 
the  Pipe,  and  have  fo  flood  charged  ancient* 
££  ly  with  divers  Sums  of  Money  in  grofs, 
u  fit b  nomine  Vicecomitis ,  under  the  feveral  Th 
££  ties  of  de  rem  Firm  Con?  pofi  terras  datas  2 
u  de  veteribus  Crz  Cojnitatus.  De  Firma  dc  pro* 
-  ficuo  Qomitatus .  De  Corn  agio.  De  War  da  Ca- 
£C  ftri.  De  Firma  perpreftur  &  efcaet.  De  e? 
££  merfs  Firmis.  De  mimith  particulis .  Serjanv 
tia  detris  AJJarf  infra  diverfas  Forejla* ,  and 
££  the  like.  And  the  faid  Sheriffs  yearly,  and 
££  from  year  to  year,  have  been  and  ftill  are 
**  commanded  by  the  Summons  of  the  Pipe, 
££  to  levy  the  fame  as  heretofore  to  the  ufe 
ll  of  the  Crown,  fo  pow  to  the  ufe  of  the  Com- 

:c  mop- 
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a  mon-wealth,  without  expreffing  where ,  of 
whom,  for  what  caufe,  or  out  of  what  Lands 
or  Tenements  the  fame  are  particularly  to 
be  levied  by  the  faid  Sheriffs,  or  out  of  what 
particulars  the  faid  Sums  in  grofs  do  fo 
arife  }  in  regard  where,  and  that  it  hath  here¬ 
tofore  appeared  in  the  time  of  King  H.  8? 
upon  complaint  of  the  Sheriffs,  that  a  great 
part  of  the  particular  Rents  and  an¬ 
nual  Sums  of  Money ,  wherewith  the  faid 
Sheriffs  do  Rand  charged  upon  their  Ac- 
compts  in  grofs,  had  been  long  before  that 
time  payable  by  Monaftaries,  Abbots,  Pri- 
attainted  Perfons,  and  the  likep  whole 


a 


a 


tc 


CC 


cc 


cc 


tc 


tc 


tc 


cc 


tc 


tc 


cc 


ors. 


cc 


tc 


tc 


Eftates  w^ere  come  to  the  Crown,  and  fo 
ought  to  be  difcharged  by  unity  of  pofleffi- 
on$  and  yet  that  the  faid  Sheriffs  were  ftill 
charged  in  grots  with  the  lame,  to  their 
*  great  burthen  and  grievance  }  it  was  m  the 
ic  54th  year  of  the  faid  late  King  H.  8.  en* 
iC  a  died  by  Parliament  in  the  cafe  of  thefe 
<c  Sheriffs,  and  of  all  Sheriffs  for  the  time  to 
come  \  that  the  faid  Sheriffs  fhould  be  charged 
to  anfwer  upon,  their  Accompts  yearly  fuch 
<c  Rents  and  Sums  of  Money  of  the  natures 
forefaid  only,  as  by  the  particular  Rentals  or 
Vicontiels, by  them  to  be  yearly  delivered  in 
upon  oath,  they  fhould  fet  forth  and  make 
appear  to  be  by  them  leviable  *,  and  that 
they  fhould  be  difcharged  of  all  the  ref  due 
which  they  upon  their  Oaths  fhould  affirm 
f £  to  be  i  lie  viable,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  Act  of 
<c  Parliament,  which  hath  been  fo  continued 
<c  accordingly,  ever  fince.  Howbeit  the  She- 
<c  riffs  have  from  time  to  time  complained  , 
a  and  ftill  complain  againft  the  writing 
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' €  forth  of  more  to  be  levied  and  anfwered 
fi  by  them  upon  their  Accompts,  than  fuch 
u  Rents  and  Sums  ot  Money  only  as  ap- 
u  pears  upon  the  Oaths  or  their  Predeceflbrs, 
<c  Sherifts,  to  be  leviable  *  and  that  the  reft, 
appearing  to  be  ille viable,  ought  to  be  re- 
cc  moved  out  of  their  faid  annual  Roll,  and 
£C  Commiffions  thereupon  to  be  awarded  out  of 
£c  the  Exchequer,  for  reviving  the  fame  ac~ 
a  cording  to  the  true  intention  of  the  faid  Sta- 
tute  ol  34  ff.S.  which  the  now  Lord  Chief 
Baron,  and  the  reft  of  the  Barons,  taking 
Ci  into  their  ferious  confideration,  and  being 
£C  willing  and  defirous,  fo  far  forth  as  may 
u  ftand  with  the  prefer  vat  ion  of  the  due  rights 
“  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  give  all  fitting  eafe 
tc  and  fatisfadtion  to  Sheriffs  therein,  accord- 
iC  ing  to  the  meaning  of  the  faid  Statute  of  34 
<  c  H,  8.  and  according  to  the  Statute  of  Rutland , 
“  10  Ed.  1.  whereby  it  is  provided  that  nothing 
fhall  be  written  out  to  the  Sheriffs  but  fuch 
u  Firmes  and  Debts  whereof  there  is  feme  hope 
<c  that  fcmething  may  be  levied.  And  that  all 
cc  dead  Firmes  and  defperate  Debts  are  to  be 
u  removed  from  the  annual  or  great  Roll  in- 
to  the  exannual  Roll,  and  not  to  be  writ- 
ten  forth  in  procefs  to  the  Sheriff,  but  to 
Cc  be  inquired  of  to  fee  if  any  thing  may  be 
u  revived.  Whereupon  the  faid  Lord  Chief 
cc  Baron  and  the  reft  of  the  Barons,  calling 
before  them  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe,  with 
u  the  Secondaries,  and  the  reft  of  the  fworn 
u  Clerks  of  the  faid  Office,  and  upon  debate 
“  of  the  bufmefs,  finding  it  to  be  a  work  of 
“  great  difficulty,  labour  and  care,  to  exa~ 
mine  and  fet  forth  in  every  County,  from 
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ic  the  Originals  and  Records  iof  fuch  antiqui- 
u  ty  to  Be  compared  with  later  times,  the 
44  particulars  which  are  from  henceforth  to 
44  be  written  to  the  Sheriffs  to  levy  in  cer-  \ 
44  tain.  And  fuch  as  are  for  the  reafons  a- 
44  forefaid  to  be  remoyed  out  of  the  laid  an- 
nual  Roll,  have  nevertheless  in  eafe  of  all 
44  Sheriffs  for  tipie  to  come,  with  refpedt 
u  to  the  labour  and  care  of  the  Officers  and 
44  Clerks  to  be  by  them  undergone  therein. 

*4  It  is  this  day  ordered,  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
c<  Pipe ,  the  Secondaries  and  other  fworn 
Clerks  of  the  faid  Office  in  their  feveral 
46  Alignments  fhall  in  purfuanceof  the  faid 
44  Statute  of  Rutland,  and  the  faid  Statute  of 
44  54  H.  8.  ufe  their  beft  endeavour,  dili- 
44  gence  and  care,  with  as  much  convenient 
64  lpeed  as  a  work  of  fo  great  labour  and 
44 confequence  may  well  be  performed,  fuR 
^  ly  to  explain  and  fet  forth,  and  fhall 
44  from  henceforth  fully  explain  and  fet 
44  forth ,  in  the  fubfequent  annual  Roll  of 
44  this  Court ,  fo  many  of  the  particular 
44  Rents  as  they  find  out  and  dificover  by 
44  any  of  the  Remembrances ,  Books ,  Vi- 
44  contiels  of  Sheriffs  ,  or  other  Records  of 
44  this  Court ,  to  have  been ,  and  which  be 
44  appertaining  to  the  making  up  of  every 
44  of  the  laid  Firmes  fo  charged  in  grofs 
44  Sums  as  aforefaid,  and  fhall  therein  di- 
•*  ftinguifh  which  and  how  much  of  thofe 
44  particular  Rents  have  been  and  are  to  be 
44  yearly  anfwered. 

44  And  fo  much  of  the  faid  Firmes  as  can- 
not  be  explained  by  fet  ting  forth  the  parti- 

44  culars. 
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tl  dilars,  together  with  the  particulars  fo  fet  forth 
<c  and  explained,  which  have  been  in  decay  and 
“  unanfwered  by  the  fpace  of  forty  years  laft 
<c  pall,  and  which  are  become  illeviable,  fhall 
be  thereupon  removed  and  conveyed  otit  of 
“  the  faid  annual  Roll  and  Sheriffs  Accompis 
u  into  the  exannual  Roll  of  this  Court.  And 
*c  that  Gommif  lions  and  Procefs  {hall  be  from 
time  to  time  awarded  to  regain  and  recover 
a  the  fame,  according  to  the  true  intention  of 
M  the  faid  Statutes, 

*•  -s 

This  Order  produced  thefe  Effe&s. 

I.  Great  care  was  taken  to  colled  and  fet 
forth  the  obfcure  Rents,  and  upon  what  they1 
were  charged. 

II.  The  particulars  of  thofe  Rents  and  Vi- 
contiels  that  made  tip  the  Sheriffs  Firmes  for  ¬ 
merly,  oi  Remanent"  Firtne  pojt  terras  datas ,  and 
De  Cremento  Comitatus ,  as  aifo  thofe  Rents  that 
were  charged  upon  the  Sheriffs  in  grofs  Sums, 
as  De  diverts  Firmis ,  de  minutis  particulis  Ser - 
j  antiarum ,  and  filch  other  charges  in  grofs  were 
wholly  left  out  and  omitted. 

IV.  Inftead  thereof  Rich  particular  Rents  and 
Vicontiels  as  made  up  formerly  thefe  Firmes 
and  grofs  charges,  or  Money  of  them  as  could 
be  difcovered  were  particularly  written  out  in 
the  Summons  of  the  Pipe,  and  in  the  great 
Roll  firft  under  the  title  of  feveral  Hundreds, 
wherein  the  Bills  lay  that  were  charged  or  had 
any  Lands  charged  within  them  with  thefe  Vi¬ 
contiels  and  the  fe?eral  Vills  under  the  Titles 


A  Short  Treatife  touching 

of  thefe  Hundreds,  and  the  feveral  Lands  that 
were  charged  within  thofe  Tills,  as  far  forth 
as  could  be  uncovered. 

Y.  Thofe  Yicontiels  that  were  part  of  thofe 
Firmes  or  grofs  charges,  and  likewife  fuch  par¬ 
ticular  Rents  charged  formerly  in  the  annual 
Roll  in  particular,  which  had  not  been  anfwe* 
red  in  forty  years  before,  were  removed  out 
of  the  Summons  of  the  Pipe  and  great  Roll  in¬ 
to  the  exannual  Roll  to  be  put  in  procefs  as 
they  could  be  difcovered.  And  thus  the  form 
of  the  charge  which  had  continued  ever  fince 
i  o  E.,  i .  as  to  the  Firmes  and  grofs  Sums,  was 
too  lately  changed  to  the  great  eafe  of  the  She¬ 
riffs,  of  the  Court  and  of  the  People,  who  were 
often  haraffed  by  the  Sheriffs  to  make  them* 
felves  favers,  by  levying  thefe  obfcure,  incer¬ 
tain  and  illeviable  Sums.  And, all  this  with¬ 
out  any  detriment  to  the  Ring,  who  indeed  be¬ 
fore  had  an  appearance  of  great  Firmes  and 
Sums  exprefled  in  the  Summons  of  the  Pipe 
and  great  Roll,  which  yet  were  fworn  off  too 
little  by  the  Sheriffs  in  purfuance  of  the  Sta^ 
tute  of  23  E.  6. 

VI.  But  befides  all  this,  the  Firtna  He  pro - 
ficuo  Comitatus  was  alfo  wholly  laid  afide  and 
put  out  of  the  charge  of  the  Summons  of 
the  Pipe  and  the  great  Roll.  It  is  true  there 
is  no  clear  warrant  for  putting  the  Firme  out 
of  charge  by  that  order,  for  that  order  feems 
to  extend  only  to  Rents  and  Vicontiels,  which 
indeed  made  up  the  other  in  Firmes  and  grofs 
Sums  charged  upon  the  Sheriffs.  But  this 
Firme  was  anfwered  for  the  Profits  of  Courts 
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and  other  cafualPerquifites,  and  not  Inrefpedt 
of  any  Vicontiel  or  annual  Rent.  But  yet  for 
all  that,  the  true  extent  of  that  order  might 
extend  to  put  that  Firme  wholly  out  of  charge, 
fince  it  is  apparent  that  the  profits  of  the  She¬ 
riffs  Courts,  whether  Hundred-Courts,  County- 
Courts,  or  time,  do  fcarce  quit  the  charges  of 
keeping  them  at  this  day,  nor  fora  long  time 
paft.  Neither  is  the  King  de.  fatto  at  any  lofs 
thereby,  for  though  before  this  order  this  Firme 
was  indeed  in  charge  and  carried  the  fhevv  of 
forne  benefit  to  the  King,  yet  it  was  wholly 
fworn  off  by  the  Sheriffs  by  virtue  of  the  Sta¬ 
tute  of  2  and  3  E.  6 . 

Only  it  feems  reafonable  that  though  the 
Firma  de  prof,  cms  be  put  out  of  charge  lb  that 
the  Sheriff  lhould  not  be  compelled  to  anfwer 
a  Firme  to  that  which  yields  little  or  no  be¬ 
nefit,  yet  that  the  Sheriff  fhould  be  charged  to 
accompt  for  the  Proficua  Comitatus  as  Bayly  or 
Cuffs  though  not  as  Firmor. 

And  that  therefore  there  fhould  ftand  in 
charge  upon  him  to  accompt  de  Profctiis ,  which 
all  that  I  can  find  confiderable  to  be  fupplied 
in  that  order,  or  in  the  prefent  methodizing . 
of  the  great  Roll  in  Relation  hereunto.  And 
although  this  order  was  made  in  the  late  time 
of  trouble,  yet  it  hath  obtained  and  flood  in 
force  unto  this  day. 

The  late  Adt  of  this  Parliament,  intituled 
An  Att  for  the  preventing  oj  the  wmecejfavy  delays 
of  Sheriffs ,  &c.  hath  this  Claufe  fuitable  to  the 
Paid  order,  viz . 

u  And  to  the  end  that  Sheriffs  may  for  the 

time  future  be  eafed  of  the  great  charge  and 

“  trouble 
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u  trouble  which  they  heretofore  have  beeri 
pat  to  in  palling  their  Accompts  in  the  Ex* 
chequer,  occasioned  partly  in  regard  that  di- 
tc  vers  Sums  of  Money  have  flood  charged  up* 
on  them  in  grofs  without  expreffing  fiom 
4C  what  perfons,  or  for  what  caufe,  or  out  of 
<c  what  Lands  and  Tenements,  the  fame  are 
<c  particularly  to  be  levied,  or  out  of  what 
<£  particulars  the  faid  Sums  in  grofs  do  arife, 
<c  Whereby  it  Cometh  to  pafs  that  the  Sheriffs 
*£  do  ftill  ftand  charged  in  grofs  with  divers 
4X  Sums  of  Money  which  were  heretofore  pay- 
* £  able  by  Abbots,  Priors,  Perfons  attainted, 
tc  and  filch  other  Perfons,  whofe  Eftates  arv 
fiitce  come  to  the  Crown,  or  are  otherwife 
u  And  partly  by  the 

<c  Accoinpt  of  Seifures  or  foreign  Accompts, 
*c  and  by  exadion  of  undue  Fees  of  Sheriffs  up  - 
u  upon  their  Oppofals.  Bat  it  is  enaded,  &c. 
9C  that  no  Sheriffs  fhall  be  charged  in  Accompt 
“  to  anfwer  any  ille viable  Seifure,  Firme,  Rent 
or  Debt,  of  either  Seifure,  Firme,  Rent,  Debt 
“  or  Other  matter  of  thing  whatfoever,-  which 
“  Was  not  writ  in  procefs  to  him  or  them  to  be 
“  levied  wherein,  the  perfons  of  Whom,  of  the 
4C  Lands  and  Tenements  out  of  which,  togs- 
4ft  ther  With  the  caufe  for  which  the  fame  fha  11 
“  be  fo  levied  fhall  be  plainly  and  particularly 
expreffed,  but  fliall  be  thereof  wholly  dif- 
<c  charged  without  Petition,  Plea  or  other  trou- 
tl  ble  or  charge  Whatfoever. 

This  Ad  had  in  effed  difcharged  the  old 
charges  in  grofs,  had  not  this  bufinefs  been  be¬ 
fore  fettled  by  the  order  of  r  6  5  o.  But  by  that 
order  the  fame  thing  is  done  and  much  more, 
and  pat  into  a  very  good  order.  An S 
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And  thus  I  have  done  with  this  intricate, 
Argument  touching  the  Sheriff's  Firmes.  And 
the  occafion  of  my  firidt  enquiry  into  it  was, 
a  difference  between  the  Auditors  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  Pipe :  Upon  the  whole  debate  whereof 
I  found  only  thefe  matters. 

1 .  That,  in  truth,  the  great  occafion  of  com¬ 
plaint  was,  that  the  Clerks  of  the  Pipe  ufed 
different  methods  of  accompting  from  the  Au¬ 
ditors  of  the  Revenue  ,  the  not  obfervance 
whereof  occafioned  a  miftaken  reprefentation 
by  the  Auditors  that  there  was  a  deceit  in  their 
Accompts,  whereas  it  appeared  to  be  no  fuch 
thing  :  For  when  both  accompted  their  feveral 
ways,  the  illue  was  that  the  Accompts  agreed 
in  the  conelufion. 

2.  That  the  Firme  de  proficuo  Comitatus  was 
put  out  of  charge  without  Warrant,  audit  was 
thought  by  the  Auditors,  a  great  and  confide- 
rable  lofs  to  the  Crown,  fuppofing  that  the 
Fees  for  execution  of  Procefs  and  Writs  were 
to  make  up  that  Firme :  But  this  is  fufficient* 

1 y  unriddled  before. 

3.  That  there  was  an  allowance  to  the  She¬ 
riff  of  Bucks  of  a  confiderable  yearly  Sum,  n£ 
Apparatori  Comitatus :  This  indeed  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  at  this  day,  the  reafon  thereof 
ceafing,  as  hath  been  (hewed  *,  and  therefore 
from  henceforth  that  charge  is  to  be  difallow- 
ed,  but  the  Clerk  of  the  Pipe  not  greatly  bla* 
mable  herein,  becaufe  there  was  an  order  of  the 
Court  in  the  Queens  time  for  making  that  aU 
owance  :  But  the  reafon  whereupon  that  or-* 

E  di£ 
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der  was  made  was  a  miftake  and  an  errour  3  a 
the  Court,  not  in  the  Clerk  that  followed  the 
order. 

4.  That  there  is  no  accompt  given  for  the 
Firmes  of  Bayly  wicks  as  was  anciently  , 
which  indeed,  was  parcel  of  the  Froficuum  Comb 
tatus ,  as  hath  been  fheWed.  But  the  truth  is, 
there  is  no  great  reafon  for  any  fuch  complaint, 
the  Firmes  of  Baylywicks  being  taken  away 
by  A&  of  Parliament,  and  levy  difufed  in 
moft  places. 

That  when  the  Sheriff  is  in  Surplufage, 
they  make  it  good  unto  him  out  of  any  other 
debt  by  the  Sheriff  himfelf,  or  any  other  She¬ 
riff  of  the  fame  or  any  other  County,  with¬ 
out  any  Warrant  from  my  Lord  Treafurer  or 
the  Court.  And  befides  that,  the  other  Sheriff 
is  difcharged  upon  the  Roll  of  his  Debt,  and 
it  doth  not  appear  upon  what  reafon.  And 
indeed,  this  is  a  thing  fit  to  be  reformed,  and 
that  fuch  allowances  be  not  made  without  War¬ 
rant  from  the  Lord  Treafurer.,  or  Order  of 
Court,  and  that  an  Entry  or  Memorandum 
thereof  be  made  upon  the  Roll  of  the  Debts 
fo  difcharged.  But  yet,  the  truth  is,  this  man¬ 
ner  of  allowance  hath  been  a  long  time  ufed, 
and  it  is  no  novelty  or  late  attempt,  neither 
is  there  any  great  damage  to  the  King 
by  it,  for  it  is  but  the  payment  of  one  real 
Debt  with  another.  But  howfoever,  this  is 
fit  to  be  reformed  by  order  of  t  he  Court,  that 
the  Sheriffs  deliver  not  in  the  Roll  of  the  Vi- 
contiel  as  is  required  by  the  Statute.  And  it 
is  true,  he  ought  to  do  it,  or  fhould  be  fworn 

thereunto,. 


thereunto*  But  the  neceifity  is  not  now  fo 
great,  becaufe  the  particular  Rents  are  now 
charged  upon  the  great  Roll  by  virtue  of  the 
order  of  1650,  which  doth  in  a  great  meafure 
fupply  that  defedt,  and  yet  the  delivery  in  of 
the  Vicontiel  Roll  may  be  fit  to  be  revived. 

The  moft  of  the  reft  of  the  complaints  were 
touching  particulars  mifcharged,  or  not  charg¬ 
ed,  but  the  Errours  were  rather  in  the  Com- 
plainers  than  in  the  Pipe,  and  for  want  of  a 
dear  underftanding  of  thofe  intricate  and  ob- 
fcure  proceedings  of  the  Pipe.  And  upon  a 
full  fearch  of  the  particulars,  I  find  the  Clerks 
of  the  Pipe  gave  very  clear  fatisfaction  there¬ 
in. 

Upon  the  whole  matter  of  thefe  Accompts, 
I  do  obferve  thefe  Two  cr  Three  Obfer- 
vables. 


1 


I.  That  the  inconvenience  of  retaining  the 
old  formalities  of  proceedings,  the  fame  terms 
and  words,  and  very  fame  mood  of  all  things 
in  Accompts,  when  the  nature  of  things  and 
times  requires  a  change,  and  accommodation 
of  new  forms  or  expreffions  as  a  piece  of  hurt¬ 
ful  fuperftition  *,  therefore  ,  although  the 
change  of  forms  of  this  nature  is  not  to  be 
done  raftily  and  precipitant^,  yet  when  the 
exigence  of  things  requires  it,  there- muft  bean 
accommodation  to  the  prefent  ufe,  underftand- 
and  exigence  of  affairs. 

And  hence  it  is  that  the  Accompts  of  the 
Auditors  of  the  Revenue  are  more  eafily  in¬ 
telligible,  as  being  framed  to  the  ufe  and  ex  I* 
-gence  of  the  times,  but  the  Accompts  of  the 
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Pipe  more  myfterious  and  perplexed,  to  Per* 
fons  unacquainted  with  them,  for  till  loB.  i. 
they  kept  in  all  things  the  precife  form  of  writ¬ 
ing  their  great  Roll,  as  had  been  ufed  in  King 
Stephens  time.  And  the  fame  form  they  kept 
until  1650,  abating  the  alterations  made  111 
not  without  great  inconvenience  to  the 
King’s  people  and  Sheriffs. 


II.  That  thefe  fmall  Rents  and  Vicontiels 
would  be  with  much  more  advantage  /to  the 
King,  and  be  fold  off  to  the  feveral  Perfons 
and  Townftiips  chargeable  therewith,  than  be 
Kept  I11  method  of  collection,  as  now  their  are, 
unlefs  fome  more  ready  collecting  of  them  by 
the  Receivers  could  be  thought  upon,  provided 
the  Money  arifing  by  fale  be  laid  outprefently 
In  more  certain  Revenue  :  For  ,  1 .  They  are- 
in  refped  of  their  final Inefs,  and  difperfednefs, 
and  uncertainty  of  charge  and  manner  of  col¬ 
lecting  very  fubjeCt  to  be  loft,  as  thejr  have 
been  commonly  from  time  to  time.  2.  The 
charge  of  collecting  and  accompting  for  them 
by  tide  Sheriff  is .  very  great,  and  the  trouble 
and  charge  to  the  people  very  much  more. 
3.  The  coft  and  trouble  to  the  King  in  refpeCt 
of  Officers  writing  and  other  matters  relating 
thereunto,  might  be  well  retrenched  thereby. 
And  yet  when  all  is  done,  it  brings  a  great* 
trouble,  and  makes  a  great  noife  as  if  it  were 
a  Revenue  of  great  moment,  and  yet  by  that 
time  the  Sheriffs  have  done  (wearing  of  parti¬ 
culars  as  illeviable,  or  that  they  knew  not 
where  to  charge  it,  it  becomes  a  very  pitiful  in- 
coniiderabie  bufinefs,  andfcarce  anfwering  the 
charge  of  the  colic  cling, accompting  and  aiifwer- 
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ing  it.  For  it  muft  be  obferved  thataltho3  by 
the  order  of  1650,  the  charge  is  more  certain 
than  formerly,  yet  the  Sheriff  hath  ftill  by  the 
Law  the  benefit  of  the  Statute  of  2  and  3  £. 
6.  even  as  to  thofe  afcertained  Rent,  and  if 
he  cannot  find  them,  he  is,  and  ought  to  be  difc 
charged  upon  his  Oath  thereof.  And  accord” 
ingly  is  daily  difcharged  of  many  of  thofe 
Rents,  though  rendred  much  more  certain  by 
that  order,  and  the  pains  and  method  of  the 
Charge  and  Accompt,  ufed  in  purfuance  here¬ 
of.  Whereby  in  procefs  of  time,  many,  even 
of  thefe  Rents  particularly  charged  by  virtue 
pi  that  order,  will  be  fuccelhvely  loft. 


Sed  de  his  cur ejtt  Superior e$, 

j 
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H  IS  Tryal  of  Witches 

hath  lain  a  long  time  in  a 
privateGentlematis  Hands 
in  the  Country ?  it  being 
given  to  him  by  the  Person  that  took  it 
in  the  Court  for  his  own  Satisfaction  • 
but  it  came  lately  to  my  Hands ^  and 
having  pent  fed  it  I  found  it  a  very 

remarkable  things  and  ft  to  be  Pub - 
lift'd  j  efpec tally  in  t  he fe  times  ^  where¬ 
in  things  of  this  nature  are  fo  much 
controverted y  and  that  by  perfons  of 
much  Learning  on  both  Sides ,  l 
thought  that  fo  exaCt  a  Relation  of 
this  fryal  would  probably  give  more 
Satisfaction  to  a  great  many  PerfonsJ 
by  reafon  that  it  is  pure  Matter  of 

Fact  ; 


FaSl.  and  that  evidently  Demonfira* 
ted  i  than  the  Arguments  and  Rea¬ 
sons  of  other  very  Learned  Men y 
that  probably  may  not  be  fo  Intelligi¬ 
ble  to  all  Readers  *  ef pe daily  y  this 
being  held  before  a  Judge ,  whom 
for  his  Integrity 3  Learnings  and  Lawy 
hardly  any  Agey  either  before  or  fincey 
could  parallel  \  who  not  only  took  a 
great  deal  of  Fains y  and  j pent  much 
'Time  in  this  Tryal  himfelh  but  had 
the  Afji fiance  and  Opinion  of  fever al 
other  very  Eminent  and  Learned  Fer- 
fons :  So  that  this  being  the  mofi 
perfect  Narrative  of  any  thing  of 
this  Nature  hitherto  Extant  y  made 
me  unwilling  to  deprive  the  Wt or  Id  of 
the  Benefit  of  it  •,  which  is  the  foie 
Motive  that  induced  me  to  Rublifij 


Farewel. 
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At  the  A$%es  and  General  Goal  delivery ,  held  ai 
Bury  St.  Edmonds  fcr  the  Comity  of  Suffolk* 
the  Tenth  of  March,  in  the  Sixteenth  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  cur  Sovereign  Lord  King  Charles  IL 
before  Matthew  Hale  Knight ,  Lord  Chief  Ka¬ 
ron  of  His  Majefys  Court  oj  Exchequer  ^  Role 
Cullender  and  Amy  Duny,  Widows both  of 
Leyftoff  in  the  County  af or  ef aid,  were  fever  ally 
indi&ed  for  Bewitching  Elizabeth  and  Ann 
Durent,  Jane  Booking,  Sufan  Chandler,  Wil¬ 
liam  Durent,  Elizabeth  and  Deborah  Pacy  ; 
And  the  faid  Cullender  and  Duny,  being  ar¬ 
raigned  upon  the  faid  IndiSments ,  pleaded  Not 
Guilty  :  And  afterwards ,  upon  a  long  Evidence ,y 
were  found  {julty,  and  thereupon  had  Judgment 
to  dye  for  the  fame. 

t 


The  Evidence  whereupon  thefe  Ferfons  were  conviSed  . 
of  Witchcraft,  funds  upon  divers  particular 
Circumffances. 


I.  W^W****  Hree  of  the  Parties  above-named* 

viz.  Ann  Durent ,  Sufan  Chandlery 
and  Elizabeth  Pacy  were  brought 
to  Bury  to  the  Aihzes  and  were 
in  a  reafonable  good  condition  :  But  that  Morn¬ 
ing  they  came  into  the  Hall  to  give  Inftruc- 
tions  for  the  drawing  of  their  Bills  of  Indict¬ 
ments, 
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ments,  the  Three  Perfons  fell  into  ftrange  and 
violent  Fits,  fcreeking  out  in  a  moft  fad  man¬ 
ner,  fo  that  they  could  not  in  any  wife  give  any 
Jnftruftions  in  the  Court  who  were  the  Caufe 
of  their  Diftemper.  And  although  they  did 
after  fome  certain  ipace  recover  out  of  their 
Fits,  yet  they  were  every  one  of  them  ftruek 
Dumb,  fo  that  none  of  them  could  fpeak  nei¬ 
ther  at  that  tune,  nor  during  the  Aifizes,  un¬ 
til  the  Conviction  of  the  fuppofed  Witches. 

As  concerning  William  Dnrent ,  being  an  In¬ 
fant,  his  Mother  Dorothy  Dnrent  fworn  and 
examined,  depofed  in  open  Court,  That  a- 
bout  the  Tenth  of  March  Nemo  Caroli  Secwt- 
di ,  fhe  having  a  fpecial  occafion  to  go 
from  home,  and  having  none  in  her  Houle 
to  take  care  of  her  laid  Child  (it  then  luck¬ 


ing)  defired  Amy  Ditny  her  Neighbour,  to  look 
to  her  Child  during  her  abfence  ,  for  which 
fhe  promlfed  her  to  give  her  a  Penny  :  but  the 
fa  id  Dorothy  Dnrent  defired  the  fame  Amy  not 
to  Suckle  her  Child,  and  laid  a  great  charge 
upon  her  not  to  do  it.  Upon  which  it  was 
asked  by  the  Court,  why  fhe  did  give  that  di¬ 
rection,  Ihe  being  an  old  Woman  and  not 
capable  of  giving  Suck  ?  It  was  anfwered  by 
the  faid  Dorothy  Diireni ,  that  ihe  very  well 
knew  that  Ihe  did  not  give  Suck .  but  that  for 
fome  years  before,  fhe  had  gone  under  the 
Reputation  of  a  If  itch ,  which  was  one  caule 
made  her  give  her  the  caution  :  Another  was, 
;rhat  it  was  cuftomary  with  old  Women,  that 
if  they  did  look  after  a  fucking  Child,  and 
nothing  would  pleafe  it  but  the  Breaft,  they 
did  ufe  to  pleafe  the  Child  to  give  it  the 
Brea  ft,  and  it  did  pleafe  the  Child,  but  it 

x  -  fucked 
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fucked  nothing  hut  Wind,  which  did  the 
Child  hurt.  Neverthelefs  after  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  this  Deponent,  the  faid  Amy  did  Suc¬ 
kle  the  Child :  And  after  the  return  of  the 
faid  Dorothy ,  the  faid  Amy  did  acquaint  her. 
That  Jbe  had  given  Suck  to  the  Child  contrary  to 
her  command.  Whereupon  the  Deponent  was 
very  angry  with  the  faid  Amy  for  the  fame 
at  which  the  faid  Amy  was  much  difcontented, 
and  ufed  many  high  Exprelilons.  and  Threat- 
ning  Speeches  towards  her  ^  telling  her.  That 
fie  had  as  good  to  have  done  otherwife  than  to 
have  found  fault  with  her ,  and  fo  departed  out 
of  her  Houfe :  And  that  very  Night  her  Son 
fell  into  ftrange  fits  of  fwounding,  and  was 
held  in  fuch  terrible  manner,  that  {he  was 
much  affrighted  therewith,  and  fo  continued 
for  divers  weeks.  And  the  faid  Examinant 
farther  faid,  that  fhe  being  exceedingly  trou¬ 
bled  at  her  Child’s  Diftemper,  did  go  to  a 
certain  Perfbn  named  Doctor  Jacob,  who  lived 
at  Tarmouth ,  who  had  the  reputation  in  the 
Country,  to  help  Children  that  were  Bewitch¬ 
ed-,  who  advis'd  her  to  hang  up  the  Childs 
Blanket  in  the  Chimney-corner  all  day  ,  and 
at  night  when  fhe  put  the  Child  to  Bed,  to 
put  it  into  the  faid  Blanket,  and  if  fhe  found 
any  thing  in  it,  fhe  fhould  not  be  afraid,  but 
to  throw  it  into  the  Fire.  And  this  Depo¬ 
nent  did  according  to  his  direction  and  at 
night  when  fhe  took  down  the  Blanket  with 
an  intent  to  put  her  Child  therein ,  there 
fell  out  of  the  fame  a  great  Toad,  which  ran 
up  and  down  the  Hearth,  and  hie  having  a 
young  Youth  only  with  her  in  the  Houfe, 

defired  him  to  catch  the  Toad,  and  throw  it 

* 


A  Tryal  of  Witches'. 

into,  the  Fire,  which  the  Youth  did  accordingly*- 
and  held  it  there  with  the  Tongs  *,  and  as  loon 
as  it  was  in  the  Fire  it  made  a  great  and 
horrible  Noife,  and  after  a  fpace  there  was  a 
flafhing  in  the  Fire  like  Gun-powder,  mak¬ 
ing  a  noife  like  the  difcharge  of  a  Piflol, 
and  thereupon  the  Toad  was  no  more  feen 
nor  heard.  It  was  asked  by  the  Court,  if  that 
after  the  noife  and  flafhing,  there  was  not 
the  Subftance  of  the  Toad  to  be  feen  to  con- 
fume  in  the  Fire  ?  And  it  was  anfwered  by 
the  faid  Dorothy  Durevt ,  that  after  the  fiafh^ 
ing  and  noife,  there  was  no  more  feen  than  if 
there  had  been  none  there.  The  next  dajr 
there  came  a  young  Woman,  a  Kinfwo- 
man  of  the  faid  Amy ,  and  a  Neighbour  of  this 
Deponent,  and  told  this  Deponent,  that  her 
Aunt  (meaning  the  faid  Amy)  was  in  a  rnoft 
lamentable  condition,  having  her  Face  all 
fcorched  with  Fire,  and  that  fhe  was  fitting 
alone  in  her  Houfe,  in  her  Smock  without 
any  Fire.  And  thereupon  this  Deponent 
went  into  the  Houfe  of  the  faid  Amy  Dimy  to 
fee  her ,  and  found  her  in  the  fame  condi¬ 
tion  as  was  related  to  her  *,  for  her  Face,  her 
Legs,  and  Thighs,  which  this  Deponent  faw, 
fee  ned  very  much  fcorched  and  burnt  with  Fire, 
at  which  this  Deponent  feemed  much  to  won¬ 
der  ^  and  asked  the  faid  Amy  how  fhe  came 
into  that  fad  condition  >  And  the  faid  Amy 
replied,  fhe  might  thank  her  for  it,  for  that 
fhe  this  Deponent  was  the  caufe  thereof,  but 
that  fhe  fliould  live  to  fee  fome  of  her  Chil¬ 
dren  Dead,  and  the  upon  Crutches.  And  this 
Deponent  farther  faith,  that  after  the  burning 
of  the  faid  Toad,  her  Child  recover’d,  and 

wa$ 
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was  well  again,  and  was  living  at  the  time  of 
the  Affizes.  And  this  Deponent  farther  faith* 
That  about  the  6th  of  March ,  ii°\Cdr.  2. 
her  Daughter  Elizabeth  Durent ,  being  about 
the  Age  of  Ten  Years,  was  taken  in  like 
manlier  as  her  firft  Child  was,  and  in  her 
fits  complained  much  of  Amy  Dimy ,  and  faid, 
That  fhe  did  appear  to  her,  and  Afflid  her 
iii  fuch  manner  as  the/formef.  And  fhe  this 
Deponent  going  to  the  Apothecaries  for  fome- 
ihing  for  her  faid  Child,  when  ihe  did  return 
to  her  own  Houfe,  fhe  found  the  faid  Amf 
Dmiy  there,  and  asked  her  what  fhe  did  do 
there  ?  And  her  anfwer  was.  That  Jhe-  came  to 
fee  her  Child,  and  to  give  it  fome  Water.  .  But 
ihe  this  Deponent  was  very  angry  with  her, 
and  thrufi:  her  forth  of  her  doors,  and  when 
ihe  Was  out  of  doors,  fhe  faid,  Ton  ?teed  not 
be  fo  angry,  for  your  Child  will  not  live  long :  And 
this  was  on  a  Saturday ,  and  the  Child  dyed  011 
the  Monday  following.  The  caufe  of  whofeDeath 
this  Deponent  verily  believeth  was .  ocealiom 
ed  by  the  Witchcraft  of  the  faid  Amy  Dimy: 
For  that  the  faid  Amy  hath  been  long  reputed 
to  be  a  Witch ,  and  a  Perfon  of  very  evil  Be¬ 
haviour,  whofe  Kindred  and  Relations  have 


been  many  of  them  accufed  for  Witchcraft, 
and  fome  of  them  have  been  Condemned. 

The  faid  Deponent  further  faith,  That  not 
long  after  the  death  of  her  Daughter  Eliza¬ 
beth  Dumit ,  fhe  this  Deponent  was  taken 
with  a  Lamenefs  in  both  her  Legs ,  from 
the  Knees  downward,  that  fhe  was  faiii  to 
go  upon  Crutches ,  and  that  ihe  had  no 
Other  life  of  them  but  only  to  bear  a  little 
agon  them  till  ihe  did  remove  her  Crutches*, 

P  and 
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and  fo  continued  till  the  time  of  the  Affixes*, 
that  the  Witch  came  to  be  Tryed*  and  was 
there  upon  her  Crutches.  The  Court  asked  her* 
That  at  the  time  fie  w&s  taken  with  this  Latne^ 
nefs ,  if  it  were  with  her  according  to  the  Cujlom 
of  Women  ?  Her  Anfwer  was,  that  it  was  fo* 
and  that  file  never  had  any  ftoppages  of 
thcfe  things,  but  when  fhe  Was  with  Child, 

This  is  the  Subftanee  of  her  Evidence  ts>; 
this  Indictment. 

There  was  one  thing  very  remarkable,  that 
after  file  had  gone  upon  Crutches  for  upwards- 
of  Three  Years,  and  went  upon  them  at  the 
time  of  the  Affixes  in  the  Court  when  fhe  gave 
her  Evidence,  and  upon  the  Juries  bringing 
In  their  VerdiCfc,  by  which  the  faid  Amy  Duny 
was  found  Guilty*  to  the  great  admiration  of 
all  Perfens,  the  laid  Dorothy  Ditrent  was  re* 
iiorcd  to  the  ufe  of  her  Limbs,  and  went 
home  without  malting  ufe  of  her  Crutches. 

II.  As  concerning  Elizabeth  and  Debo ** 
rah  Pacy7  the  firft  of  the  Age  of  Eleven 
Years,  the  other  of  the  Age  of  Eline  Years  of 
thereabouts :  As  to  the  Elder,  fhe  was  brought 
Into  the  Court  at  the  time  of  the  Inftiudtions 
given  to  draw  up  the  Indictments,  and  af¬ 
terwards  at  the  time  of  Tryal  of  the  faid  Pri- 
foners,  but  could  not  fpeafe  one  Word  all  the 
time,  arid  for  the  raoft  part  file  remained  as 
one  wholly  fenfelefs  as  one  in  a  deep  Sleep, 
and  could  move  no  part  of  her  Body*  and  all 
the  Motion  of  Life  that  appeared  in  her  was* 
that  as  fhe  lay  upon  Cufhions  in  the  Court  up¬ 
on  her  back,  her  ftomach  and  belly,  by  the 
drawing,  of  her  breath*  would  arife  to  a  great 
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height :  and  after  the  faid  Elizabeth  had  lain 
a  long  time  oh  the  Table  in  the  Court,  lhe 
came  a  little  to  her  fell  and  fate  up ,  but 
could  neither  fee  nor  fpeak,  but  was  fenfible 
of  what  was  faid  to  her,  and  after  a  while  lhe 
laid  her  Head  on  the  Bar  of  the  Court  with 
a  Culhion  under  it,  and  her  Hand  and  her  A- 
pron  upon  that,  and  there  fhe  lay  a  good 
fpace  of  time :  And  by  the  direction  of  the 
Judge,  Amy  Duny  was  privately  brought  to 
Elizabeth  Pacy,  and  lhe  touched  her  hand  *  where" 
upon  the  Child  without  fo  much  as  feeing  her, 
for  her  Eyes  were  clofed  all  the  while,  fudden- 
ly  leaped  up,  and  catched  Amy  Duny  :by  the 
Hand,  and  afterwards  by  the  Face;  and  with 
her  Nails  fcratched  her  till  -  Blood  came,  and 
would  by  no  means  leave  her  till  lhe  was 
taken  from  her,  and  afterwards  the  Child  would 
ftill  be  prelfmg  towards  her,  and  making  figns 
of  Anger  conceived  againft  her. 

Deborah  the  younger  Daughter  was  held 
in  fuch  extrearn  manner ,  that  her  Parents 
wholly  defpaired  of  her  life,  and  therefore 
coaid  not  bring  her  to  the  Affixes, 
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X he  Evidence  which  was  given 
concerning  thefe  Two  Children  Wds 
to  this  LffeB. 

SAmuel  Pacy  a  Merchant  of  Leyftcjf  afore- 
faid,  ( a  Man  who  carried  himlelf  with 
much  fobernefs  during  the  Tryal,  from  whom 
proceeded  no  words  either  of  FalTion  or  Ma¬ 
lice,  though  his  Children  were  fo  greatly  Affli¬ 
cted,  )  Sworn  and  Examined,  Depofeth,  That 
his  younger  Daughter  Deborah ,  upon  Thurfday 
the  Tenth  of  Otlober  laid,  was  fuddenly  taken 
with  a  Lamenefs  in  her  Legs  ,  fo  that  ihe 
could  not  ftand,  neither  had  fhe  any  ftrength 
in  her  Limbs  to  fupport  her,  and  fo  fhe  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  feventeenth  Day  of  the  fame 
Month,  which  Day  being  fair  and  Sunfhiirf, 
the  Child  defied  to  be  carried  on  the  Eaji  part 
of  the  Houfe,  to  be  fet  upon  the  Bank  which 
leoketh  upon  the  Sea-  and  whilfi:  fhe  was  fit¬ 
ting  there,  Amy  Dimy  came  to  this  Deponents 
Houfe  to  buy  feme  Herrings,  but  being  deni¬ 
ed,  fhe  went  away  d  I  Contented,  and  prefently 
returned  again,  and  was  denied ,  and  likewife 
the  third  time,  and  was  denied  as  at  firft  5 
and  at  her  laft  going  away,  ihe  went  away 
grumbling  5  but  what  Hie  faid  was  not  perfect¬ 
ly  under  food.  But  at  the  very  fame  infant 
o i  time,  the  faid  Child  was  taken  with  moft 
violent  fits,  feeling  me  ft  extream  pain  in  her 
Stomach,  lilcedhe  pricking  of  Fins,  and  Shreek- 
ing  out  in  a  me  ft  dreadful  manner  like  unto 
a  Whelp,  and  not  like  unto  a  fenfible  Creature. 

Anil 
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And  in  this  extremity  the  Child  continued  to 
the  great  grief  of  the  Parents  until  the  Thir¬ 
tieth  of  the  fame  Month.  During  this  time 
this  Deponent  fent  for  one  Dr.  Feavor ,  a  Dodtor 
of  Phyfick,  to  take  his  advice  concerning  his 
Childs  Diftemper^  the  Dodtor  being  come, 
he  faw  the  Child  in  thofe  fits,  but  could  not 
conjecture  (as  he  then  told  this  Deponent, 
and  afterwards  affirmed  in  open  Court,  at  this 
Tryal)  what  might  be  the  caufe  of  the  Childs 
Affliction.  And  this  Deponent  farther  frith. 
That  by  reafon  of  the  circumftances  aforefaid, 
and  in  regard  Amy  Diiny  is  a  Woman  of  an 
ill  Fame*.  and  commonly  reported  to  be  a  Witch 
and  Sorcerefs,  and  for  that  the  faid  Child  in 
her  fits  would  cry  out  of  Amy  Duny  as  the 
caufe  of  her  Malady,  and  that  ihe  did  affright 
her  with  Apparitions  of  her  Perfon  (astheChild 
in  the  intervals  of  her  fits  related)  he  this  De¬ 
ponent  did  fufpedt  the  faid  Amy  Duny  for  a 
Witch,  and  charged  her  with  the  injury  and 
wrong  to  his  Child,  and  caufed  her  to  be  fet 
in  the  Stocks  on  the  Twenty  eighth  of  the 
fame  October:  And  during  the  time  of  her 
continuance  there,  one  Alice  LetteriDe  and 
Jane  Buxton  demanding  of  her  (as  they  alfo 
affirmed  in  Court  upon  their  Oaths)  what 
fhould  be  the  reafon  of  Mr.  Bacy  s  Childs  Db 
ftemper  ?  telling  her,  That  fhe  was  fufpeCted 
to  be  the  caufe  thereof-,  fhe  replyed,  Mr. 
Pacy  keeps  a  great  /Hr  about  his  Child,  but  let 
him  Jlay  until  he  hath  done  as  much  by  his  Chil¬ 
dren,  as  I  have  done  by  mine.  And  being  fur¬ 
ther  examined,  what  fhe  had  done  to  her  Chil¬ 
dren?  She  anfwered,  That  fie  had  been  fain  to  o~ 
pen  her  Childs  Mouth  with  a  to  give  it 
Villa  ah.  F  3  And 
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And  the  faid  Deponent  further  depofeth  ] 
That  within  two  Days  after  fpeaking  ot  the 
faid  words,  being  the  Thirtieth  of  OBoher ,  the 
eldeft  Daughter  Elizabeth ,  fell  into  extream 
Fits,  infomuch,  that  they  could  not  open  her 
Mouth  to  give  her  Breath,  to  preferve  her 
Life  without  the  help  of  a  Tap,  which  they 
were  enforced  to  ufe*  and  the  younger  Child 
was  in  the  like  manner  Afflicted,  fo  that  they 
ufed  the  fame  alfo  for  her  Relief. 

And  further  the  faid  Children  being  grie- 
voufiy  afflicted  would  feverally  complain  in 
their  extremity,  and  alfo  in  the  intervals,  That 
Amy  Duny  (together  with  one  other  Woman 
whole  Perfon  and  Cloaths  they  defcribed)  did 
thus  Afflift  them,  their  Apparitions  appearing 
before  them,  to  their  great  terrour  and  affright- 
xnent :  And  fometimes  they  would  cry  rn.it, 
laying,  There  fiands  Amy  Duny,  and  there  Rofe 
Cullender  ;  the  other  Perfon  troubling  them. 

Their  fits  were  various ,  fometimes  they 
would  be  lame  on  one  fide  of  their  Bodies, 
fometimes  on  the  other :  Sometimes  a  forenefs 


over  their  whole  Bodies,  fo  as  they  could  en¬ 
dure  none  to  touch  them  :  At  other  times  they 
would  be  reftored  to  the  perfect  ufe  of  their 
Limbs,  and  deprived  of  their  Hearing  *,  at  c  ■ 
fher  times  of  their  Sight,  at  other  times  of 
their  Speech  ^  fometimes  by  the  fpace  of  one 
day,  fometimes  for  two  ♦,  and  once  they  were 
tvholly  deprived  of  their  Speech  for  Eight  days 
together,  and  then  reftored  to  their  Speech 
again.  At  other  timesthey  would  fall  into 
Swoonings,  and  upon  the  recovery  to  their 
Speech  they  would  Cough  extreamly  ,  and 
bring  up  much  Flegme,  and  with  the  fame 

'  :  •  ’  '  qotfod 

>  *  '■  1  * 


A  Tryal  of  Witches. 

crooked  Pins ,  and  one  time  a  Two-peny 
Kail  with  a  very  broad  head,  which  Pins,  (a- 
mounting  to  Forty  or  move)  together  with  the 
Two-peny  Nail  were  produced  in  Court,  with 
the  affirmation  of  the  faid  Deponent,  that  he 
was  prefent  when  the  faid  Nail  was  vomited  up, 
and  alfo  moll  of  the  Pins.  Commonly  at  the 
end  of  every  fit  they  would  caft  up  a  Pin,  and 
fometimes  they  would  have  four  or  five  Fits  in 
one  day. 

In  this  manner  the  faid  Children  continued 
with  this  Deponent  for  the  fpace  of  two  Months, 
during  which  time  in  their  Intervals  this  De¬ 
ponent  woul»d  caufe  them  to  Read  fome  Chap¬ 
ters  in  the  New  Tef  ament.  Whereupon  this 
Deponent  feveral  times  obferved,  that  they 
would  read  till  they  came  to  the  name  of  Lord, 
or  Jefus,or  Chrift ,  and  then  before  they  could 
pronounce  either  of  the  faid  Words  they  would 
fuddenly  fall  into  their  Fits.  But  when  they 
came  to  the  Name  of  Satan,  or  Devil,  they 
would  clap  their  Fingers  upon  the  Book,  cry¬ 
ing  out,  This  bites ,  but  wakes  we  J peak  right 
well 

At  fuch  time  as  they  be  recovered  out  of  their 
Fits  (occafion’d  as  this  Deponent  conceives  up¬ 
on  their  naming  of  Lord,  or  Jefus,  or  Chrift,) 
this  Deponent  hath  demanded  of  them,  whati» 
the  caufe  they  cannot  pronounce  thefe  words  > 
They  reply  and  fay,  That  Amy  Duny  faith ,  I 
rnujl  not  life  that  name. 

And  farther,  the  faid  Children  after  their 
Fits  were  paft,  would  tell,  how  that  Amy  Du- 
nyy  and  Rofe  Cullender  would  appear  before 
them,  holding  their  Fills  at  them,  threatning , 
That  if  they  related  either  what  they  fay?  or  heard , 

F  4  that 
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that  they  would  Torment  them  ten  times,  more  than 
ever  they  did  before . 

In  their  Fits  they  would  cry  out,  Their  fiands 
Amy  Duny,  or  Rofe  Cullender  and  iome- 
times  in  one  place  and  fometimes  in  anot  her, 
running  with  great  violence  to  the  place  where 
they  fancied  them  to  Hand,  'finking  at  them 
as  if  they  were  prefent  they  would  appear  to 
them  fometimes  fpinning,  and  fometimes  ree~ 
ling,  or  in  other  pofhires,  deriding  or  threat- 
ning  them. 

And  this  Deponent  farther  faith,  That  his 
Children  being  thus  Tormented  by  all  the 
fpace  aforefaid,  and  finding  no  hopes  of  amend¬ 
ment,  he  fent  them  to  his  Sifters  Houfe,  one 
Margaret  Arnold ,  who  lived  at  Yarmouth ,  to 
make  tryal,  whether  the  change  of  the  Air 
might  do  them,  any  good.  And  how,  and  in 
what  manner  they  were  afterwards  held,  he 
this  Deponent  refers  hmf  If  to  the  Teftimony 
of  his  fafd  Sifter. 

Mclrgaret  Arnold ,  Sworn  and  Examined  , 
faith,  That  the  faicl  Elizabeth  and  Deborah  Fa- 
cy  came  to  her  Houfe  about  the  Thirtieth  of  Ah- 
vewber  laft  ^  her  Brother  acquainted  her,  that 
he  thought  they  were  Bewitch'd,  for  that  they 
vomited  Pins-,  and  farther  informed  her  of 
the  feveral  paffages  which  occurred  at  his  own 
Houfe.  This  Deponent  faid,  that  fhe  gave  no 
credit  to  that  which  was  related  to  her,  con¬ 
ceiving  pcffibly  the  Children  might  ufe  feme 
deceit  in  putting  Pins  in  their  mouths  them- 
felves.  Wherefore  this  Deponent  unpinned  all 
their  Cloaths,  and  left  not  fo  much  as  one 
Pin  upon  them,  but  fewedallthe  Cloaths  they 
wore,  inftead  of  pinning  of  them.  But  this 
.V '  v  -  •  •  v  *  '* 4  Deponent 
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Deponent  faith,  that  notwithftanding  all  this 
tare  and  circumfpedtion  of  hers,  the  Children 
afterwards  raifed  at  feveral  times  at  leaft  Thir¬ 
ty  Pins  in  her  prefence,  and  had  moft  fierce 
and  violent  Fits  upon  them. 

The  Children  would  in  their  Fits  cry  out 
againft  Rofe  Cullender  and  Amy  Duny ,  affirming 
that  they  faw  them  *,  and  they  threatned  to 
torment  them  Ten  times  more,  if  they  com¬ 
plained  of  them.  At  fome  times  the  Children 
(only)  would  fee  things  run  up  and  down  the 
Houfe  in  the  appearance  of  Mice  -  and  one  of 
them  fuddenly  inapt  one  with  the  Tongs,  and 
threw  it  into  the  Fire,  and  it  fcreeched  out  like 
a  Rat. 


At  another  time,  the  younger  Child  being 
out  of  her  Fits  went  out  of  Doors  to  take  a  lit¬ 
tle  frefh  Air,  and  patently  a  little  thing  like 
a  Bee  flew  upon  her  Face,  and  would  have 
gone  into  her  Mouth,  whereupon  the  Child  ran 
in  all  hafte  to  the  Door  to  get  into  the  Houfe 
again ,  fereeking  out  in  a  moft  terrible  man¬ 
ner  ^  whereupon  this  Deponent  made  hafte  to 
come  to  her,  but  before  fhe  could  get  to  her, 
the  Child  fell  into  her  fwooning  Fit,  and  at 
laft  with  much  pain  ftrainiug  herfelf,  fhe  vo^ 
mited  up  a  Two-peny  Nail  with  a  broad 
Head  *,  and  after  that  the  Child  had  raifed  up 
the  Nail  fhe  came  to  her  underftanding  *,  and 
being  demanded  by  this  Deponent,  how  fhe 
came  by  this  Nail  ?  fhe  anfwered.  That  the  Bee  - 
brought  this  Nail  and  farced  it  into  her  Mouth. 

And  at  other  times,  the  Elder  Child  deck** 
red  unto  this  Deponent,  that  during  the  time 
of  her  Fits,  fhe  faw  Flies  come  unt©  her,  and 
bring  with  them  in  their  Mouths  crooked  Pins.  3 
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and  after  the  Child  had  thus  declared  the  fame, 
Ihe  fell  again  into  violent  Fits,  and  afterwards 
raifed  feveral  Pins. 

At  another  time,  the  faid  Elder  Child  de¬ 
clared  unto  this*  Deponent,  and  fitting  by  the 
Fire  fuddenly  ftarted  up  and  faid,  fie  faw  a 
Mottfe ,  and  {he  crept  under  the  Table  looking 
after  it,  and  at  length,  Ihe  put  fomething  in 
her  Apron,  faying,  fie  had  caught  it  *,  and  im¬ 
mediately  fhe  ran  to  the  Fire  and  threw  it  in, 
ancl  there  did  appear  upon  it  to  this  Deponent, 
like  the  flafhing  of  Gun-powder,  though  file 
eonfefled  ihe  faw  nothing  in  the  Childs 
Hand. 

At  another  time  the  faid  Child  being  fpeech- 
lefs,  but  otherwife,  of  per  fed:  Underftanding, 
ran  round  about  the  Houfe  holding  lifer  Apron, 
crying,  hufi)7  hfi0  as  if  there  had  been  fome 
Poultry  in  the  Houfe  *,  but  this  Deponent 
could  perceive  nothing  :  But  at  laft  fhe  faw  the 
Child  ftocp,  as  if  Ihe  had  catcht  at  fomething, 
and  put  it  into  her  Apron,  and  afterwards  made 
as  if  fhe  had  thrown  it  into  the  Fire  *.  But  this 
Deponent  could  not  difcover  any  thing  :  But 
the  Child  afterwards  being  reftored  to  her 
Ipeech,  fhe  this  Deponent  demanded  of  her  what 
fhe  faw  at  the  time  fhe  ufed  fuch  a  pofture  ? 
who  anfwered,  That  fie  faw  a  Duck 

At  another  time,  the  Younger  Daughter  be¬ 
ing  recovered  out  of  her  Fits,  declared,  That 
Amy  Duny  had  been  with  ber0  and  that  fie  temp « 
ted  her  to  Drown  her  felfi  and  to  cut  her  Throaty 
cr  otherwife  to  Defray  her  felfi 

At  another  time  in  their  Fits  they  both  of 
them  cryed  out  upon  Rofe  Cullender  and  Amy 
Duny ,  complaining  againfl:  them '  Why  do  not 
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you  corns  your /elves,  but  fend  your  Imp  to  torment 
its  ? 

Thefe  feveral  paffages  as  moft  remarkable, 
the  faid  Deponent  did  particularly  fet  down 
as  they  daily  happen’d,  and  for  the  reafons  a- 
forefaid,  fhe  doth  verily  believe  in  her  Con- 
fcience,  that  the  Children  were  bewitched,  and 
by  the  faid  Amy  Duny,  and  Rofe  Cullender  » 
though  at  firft  ihe  could  hardly  be  induced  ter 
believe  it. 

As  concerning  Ann  Durent ,  one  other  of  the 
Parties,  fuppofed  to  be  bewitched,  prefent  in 
Court. 

Edtnupd  Durent  her  Father  Sworn  and  Exami¬ 
ned*,  faid.  That  he  alio  lived  in  the  faid 
Town  of  Ley f  off ‘  and  that  the  faid  Rofe  Cuh 
lender ,  about  the  latter  end  of  November  laft, 
came  into  this  Deponents  Houfe  to  buy  fome 
Herrings  of  his  Wife,  but  being  denyed  by  her, 
the  faid  Rofe  returned  in  a  di’icontented  mam 
ner  5  and  upon  the  firft  of  December  after,  his 
Daughter  Ann  Durent  was  very  forely  affii&ed 
in  her  Stomach,  and  felt  great  pain,  like  the 
Pricking  of  Pins,  and  then  fell  into  fwooning 
Fits,  and  after  the  Recovery  from  her  Fits,  {he 
declared.  That  Jbe  had  feen  the  Apparition  of  the 
faid  Role,  who  threatned  to  Torment  her .  In 
this  manner  (he  continued  from  the  firft  of 
December ,  until  this  prefent  time  of  Tryal 
having  likewife  vomited  up  divers  Pins  (pro* 
duced  here  in  Court.)  This  Maid  was  prefent 
in  Court,  but  could  not  fpeak  to  declare  her 
knowledge,  but  fell  into  moft  violent  Fits 
when  fhe  was  brought  before  Rofe  Cullender . 

Ann  Baldwin  Sworn  and  Examined,  Depo- 
feth  the  fame  thing  as  touching  the  Bewitch- 
pg  of  the  faid  Ann  Durent ,  A% 
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ils  concerning  Jane  Booking  who  was  fo 
weak,  fhe  could  not  be  brought  to  the.  Af¬ 
fixes. 

Diana  Booking  Sworn  and  Examined,  Be- 
pofed,  That  ihe  lived  in  the  fame  Town  of 
Deyjlcfi  and  that  her  faid  Daughter  having 
been  formerly  affii&ed  with  fwooning  Fits  re¬ 
covered  wrell  of  them,  and  fo  continued  for  a 
certain  time  *  and  hpon  the  firft  of  February 
laft,  fhe  was  taken  alfo  with  great  pain  in  her 
Stomach,  like  pricking  with  Pins^  and  after¬ 
wards  fell  into  fwooning  Fits,  and  fo  continued 
till  the  Deponents  coming  to  the  Affizes,  ha¬ 
ving  during  the  fame  time  taken  little  or  no 
food,  but  daily  vomited  crooked  Pins  •  and 
upon  Sunday  laft  raifed  Seven  Pins.  And; 
whilft  her  Fits  were  upon  her  fhe  would  fpread 
forth  her  Arms  with  her  Elands  open,  and  ufe 
poftures  as  if  ihe  catched  at  fomething,  and 
inftantly  clofe  her  Hands  again  *,  which  being 
Immediately  forced  open,  they  found  feverai 
Pins  diverfiy  crooked,  but  could  neither  fee 
nor  perceive  how  or  in  wh^t  manner  they 
were  conveyed  thither.  At  another  time,  the 
fame  Jane  being  in  another  of  her  Fits,  talked 
as  if  the  were  dilcourfing  with  fome  Perfons  in 
the  Room,  (though  ihe  would  give  no  anfwer 
nor  feem  to  take  notice  of  any  Perfon  then 
prefent)  and  would  in  like  manner  caft  abroad 
her  Arms,  faying,  1  will  not  have  it ,  I  vail!  not 
have  it  *,  and  at  laft  Ihe  faid,  Then  J  will  have  it , 
and  fo  waving  her  Arm  with  her  Hand  open, 
fhe  would  presently  clofe  the  fame,  which  in¬ 
ftantly  forced  open,  they  found  in  it  a  Lath- 
Jhail.  In  her  Fits  ihe  would  frequently  com¬ 
plain.  of  Rofe  Cullender ,  and  Amy  Duny ,  faying 


Beds-feet ,  and  another  time  at  the  Bsds*head9 
and  Jo  hi  ether  places.  At  I  a  ft  file  was  ftricken 
Dumb  and  could  not  fpeak  one  Word,  though 
her  Fits  were  not  upon  her,  and  fo  ftie  conti¬ 
nued  for  forne  Days  ^  and  at  laft  her  Speech 
came  to  her  again,  and  fhe  defined  her  Mother 
to  get  her  feme  Meat  ^  and  being  demanded  the 


reafon  why  ihe  could  not  fpeak  in  fo  Ion 


time  >  She  anfwered.  That  Amy  Duny  would 
not  fuffer  her  to  fpeak.  This  Lath-Nail,  and 
divers  of  the  Fins  were  produced  in  Court, 

As  concerning  Sufan  Chandler  ,  one  other  of 
the  Parties  fuppofed  to  be  Bewitched  and  pre¬ 
fer^  in  Court. 

Mary  Chandler  Mother  of  the  faid  Sufan y 
Sworn  and  Examined,  Depofed  and  faid,  That 
about  the  beginning  of  February  laft  paft,  the 
faid  Rofe  Cullender  and  Amy  Duny  were  Charg¬ 
ed  by  Mr  Samuel  Pacy  for  Bewitching  of  Lis 
Daughters.  And  a  Warrant  being  granted  at 
the  requeft  of  the  faid,  Mr  Pacy,  by  Sir  Edmim! 
Bacon  Bart,  one  of  the  juftices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Suffolk ,  to  bring  them  be^ 
fore  him,  and  they  being  brought  before  him 
were  Examined,  and  Confeffed  nothing.  Pie 
gave  order  that  they  fhould  be  fearched^ 
whereupon  this  Deponent  with  five  others 
were  appointed  to  do  the  fame :  -  And  coming 
to  the  Houfe  of  Rofe  Cullender ,  they  did  ac¬ 
quaint  her  with  what  they  were  come  about, 
and  asked  whether  fhe  was  con  tented  that  they 
ihould ffearch  her?  She  did  not  oppofe  it, 
whereupon  they  began  at  her  Head,  and  fo 
ftript  her  naked,  and  in  the  lower  part  of  her 
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Inch  long,  they  queftioned  her  about  it,  ancl 
fhe  faid,  That  fie  had  got  a  Jlrain  by  carrying  of 
water ,  which  caufed  that  Excrefcence.  But  upon 
narrower  fearch,  they  found  in  her  Privy 
Parts  three  more  Excrefcences  or  Teats,  but 
fmaller  than  the  former  :  This  Deponent 
farther  faith,  that  in  the  long  Teat,  at  the 
end  thereof  there  was  a  little  hole,  and  it 
appeared  unto  them  as  if  it  had  been  lately 
fucked ,  and  upon  the  ftraining  of  it  there 
ifliied  out  white  milky  Matter. 

And  this  Deponent  farther  faith,  That  her 
faid  Daughter  (being  of  the  Age  of  Eighteen 
Years)  was  then  in  Service  in  the  faid  Town 
of  Leyjicff]  and  riling  up  early  the  next  Morn¬ 
ing  to  Wafh,  this  Rofe  Cullender  appeared  to 
her,  and  took  her  by  the  hand,  whereat  fhe 
^as  much  affrighted ,  and  went  forthwith 
to  her  Mother ,  ( being  in  the  fame  Town) 
and  acquainted  her  with  what  fhe  had  feen 
but  being  extreamly  terrified,  fhe  fell  extream 
lick,  much  grieved  at  her  Stomach  *,  and  that 
flight  after  being  in  Bed  #ith  another  young 
Woman,  fhe  fiiddenly  fcrieked  out,  and  fell 
into  fuch  extream  fits  as  if  fhe  were  diftraded, 
trying  againfl:  Rofe  Cullender  ^  faying,  fie  would 
come  to  bed  to  her.  She  continued  in  this  mam 
ner  beating  and  wearing  her  felf,  info  much, 
that  this  Deponent  was  glad  to  get  help  to  at¬ 
tend  her.  In  her  Intervals  fhe  would  declare. 
That  fome  time  fie  faw  Rofe  Cullender, at  another 
time  with  a  great  Dog  with  her :  She  alfo  vo^ 
mi  ted  up  divers  crooked  Pins*,  and  fometimes 
fhe  was  ftricken  with  blindnefs,  and  at  ano¬ 
ther  time  fhe  was  Dumb,  and  fo  fhe  appeared 
to  fee  in  Court  when  the  Tryal  of  the  Prifo- 

ner# 
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tiers  was  $  for  fhe  was  not  able  to  fpeak  her 
k  nowledge  •,  but  being  brought  into  the  Court 
at  the  Tryal,  fhe  fuddenly  fell  into  her  Fits, 
and  being  carried  cut  of  the  Court  again, 
within  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  the  came  to 
her  felf  and  recovered  her  fpeech,  and  there¬ 
upon  was  immediately  brought  into  the  Court, 
and  asked  by  the  Court,  whether  fhe  was  in 
Condition  to  take  an  Oath,  and  to  give  Evi¬ 
dence,  fhe  faid  fhe  could.  But  when  fhe  was 
Sworn,  and  asked  what  fhe  could  fay  againfi: 
either  of  the  Prifoners?  before  fhe  could  make 
any  anfwer,  fhe  fell  into  her  Fits,  fereeking 
out  in  a  miferable  manner,  crying,  Burn 
her.  Burn  her ,  which  were  all  the  Words  fhe 
could  fpeak. 

Robert  Chandler  Father  of  the  faid  Sitfan  gave 
in  the  fame  Evidence,  that  his  Wife  Mary 
Chandler  had  given  *,  only  as  to  the  fearch- 
ing  of  Rofe  Cullender  as  aforefaid. 

This  was  the  Sum  and  Subftance  of  the  E~ 
vidence  which  was  given  againfi:  the  Prifc- 


hers  concering  the  Bewitching  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren  before-mentioned.  At  the  hearing  this 
Evidence  there  were  divers  known  Perfons, 
as  Mr  Serjeant  Keeling ,  Mr  Serjeant  Earl,  and 
Mr  Serjeant  Barnard ,  prefent.  Mr  Serjeant^ 
Keeling  feemed  much  unfatisfied  with  it,  and  / 

'a'  ✓S'  **  O  '  " 

it  not  iuiBci'ent  to  Convict 


foners  :  For  admitting  that  the  Children  were 
in  truth  Bewitched,  yet,  laid  he,  it  can  never' 
be  applied  to  the  Prifoners,  upon  the  Imagi¬ 
nation  only  of  the  Parties  Afflidted :  For  if  j 
that  might  be  allowed,  no  Perfon  whatsoever 
can  be  in  fafety,  for  perhaps  they  [might  fan¬ 
cy  another  Perfon,  who  might  altogether  be 
Innocent  in  foch  matters.  There 
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There  was  alfb  Dr  Brown  of  Norwich ,  a  Per- 
Ion  of  great  knowledge  •,  who  alter  this  Evi¬ 
dence  given,  and  upon  view  of  the  three  Per* 
fons  in  Court,  was  defired  to  give  his  Opini- 
nion  what  he  did  conceive  of  them :  Ahd  he 
was  clearly  of  Opinion,  that  the  Perfons  were 
bewitched f  and  faid,  that  in  Denmark  there  had 
been  lately  a  great  Difcovery  of  Witches,  who 
ufcd  the  very  fame  way  of  Afflicting  Perfons, 
by  conveying  Pins  into  them,  and  crooked  as 
ihefe  Pins  were,  with  Needles  and  Nails.  And 
his  Opinion  was,  That  the  Devil  in  fuch' 
cafes  did  work  upon  the  Bodies  of  Men  and 
Women,  upon  a  Natural  Foundation,  (that 
is )  to  fir  up,  and  excite  fuch  Humours  ftp 
per-abounding  in  their  Bodies  to  a  great  ex- 
cefs,  whereby  he  did  in  an  extraordinary 
manner  afflict  them  with  fuch  Diftem- 


pers  as  their  Bodies  were  moft  fubiebt  to,  as 
particular^  appeared  in  thefe  Children  *,  for 
he  conceived,  that  thefe  Two oning  Fits  were 
Natural,  ana  nothing  eiie  but  that  they  cair 
the  Mother,  but  only  heightened  to  a  great 
excefs  by  the  Tubtilty  of  the  Devil,  co-ope¬ 
rating  with  the  Malice  of  -  thefe  Which  We 
term  Witches,  at  whofe  Inftance  he  doth 
thefe  Villanies.  y 

Belides  the  Particulars  above-mentioned 


touching  the  laid  Perfons  Bewitched  there  Were 
many  other  things  objected  againft  them  for 
a  further  proof  and  maiiifefhtion  that  the 
faid  Children  were  Bewitched. 


As  Fhjt,  during  the  time  of  the  TryaT 
there  were  fome  experiments  made  with  the 
Perfons  Affii&ed,  by  bringing  the  Perfons  to 
touch  them  5  and  it  was  obferved,  that  when 
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they  were  in  the  midft  of  their  Fits,  to  all 
Mens  apprehenfion  wholly  deprived  of  all  fenfe 
and  underftanding,  doling  their  Fifts  in  fiieh 
manner,  as  that  the  ftrongeft  Man  in  the  Court 
could  not  force  them  open  5  yet  by  the  leaft 
touch  of  one  of  thofe  fuppofed  Witches,  Rofe 
Cullender  by  Name,  they  would  fuddenly  fhriek 
out  opening  their  Hands ,  which  accident 
would  not  happen  by  the  touch  of  any  other 
Perfon. 

.  And  leaft  they  might  privately  fee  when 
they  were  touched  by  the  faid  Rofe  Cullender , 
they  were  blinded  with  their  own  Aprons,  and 
the  touching  took  the  fame  Effedt  as  bdloref 

There  was  an  ingenious  Perfon  that  objected, 
there  might  be  a  great  fallacy  in  this  experi¬ 
ment,  and  their  ought  not  to  be  any  ftrefs  put 
upon  this  to  Convidt  the  Parties,  for  the  Chih 
dren  might  counterfeit  this  their  Diftemper, 
and  perceiving  what  was  done  to  them,  they 
might  in  fuch  manner  fuddenly  alter  the  moti¬ 
on  and  gefture  of  their  Bodies,  on  purpofe  to 
induce  Perfons  to  believe  that  they  were  not 
natural,  but  wrought  ftrangely  by  the  touch 
of  the  Prifoners. 

Wherefore  to  avoid  this  fcruple  it  was  pri¬ 
vately  deftred  by  the  judge,  that  the  Lord  Corn - 
wallis ,  Sir  Edmund  Bacon ,  and  Mr.  Serjeant 
Keeling ,  and  forne  other  Gentlemen  there  in 
Court,  would  attend  one  o i  the  diftempered 
Perfons  in  the  farther  part  of  the  Hall,  whilft 
ihe  was  in  her  Fits,  and  then  to  lend  for  one 
of  the  Witches,  to  try  what  would  then  hap¬ 
pen,  which  they  did  ^accordingly :  and  Amy 
Dmiy  was  conveyed  from  the  Bar  and  brought 
to  the  Maid  :  They  put  an  Apron  before  her 
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Eyes,  and  then  one  other  Perfon  touched  her 
Eland,  which  produced  the  fame  effect  as  the 
touch  of  the  W itch  did  in  the  Court.  Where¬ 
upon  the  Gentlemen  returned,  openly  proteft- 
ing,  thaTthey’  did  believe  the  whole  tranfaffi- 
on  or  this  bufmeis  was  a  mere  impoiture. 

This  put  theCourt  ana  altPef  fbns  into  a  ftand. 
But  at  length  Mr  Pacy  did  declare,  That  poifi- 
ply  the  Maid  might  be  deceived  by  a  fufpition 
that  the  Witch  touched  her  when  fhe  did  not. 
For  he  had  obferved  divers  times,  that  al¬ 
though  they  could  not  fpeak,  but  were  depri¬ 
ved  of  the  ufe  of  their  Tongues  and  Limbs,  that 
their  Underftandings  were  perfect,  for  that  they 
have  related  divers  things  which  have  been 
when  they  were  in  their  Fits,  after  they  were 
recovered  out  of  them.  This  faying  of  Mr 
Pacy  was  found  to  be  true  afterwards,  when 
his  Daughter  was  fully  recovered,  (as  fhe  af¬ 
terwards  was)  as  fliall  in  due  time  be  related  : 
For  fire  was  asked,  whether  ihe  did  hear  or  un- 
derfiand  any  thing  that  was  done  and  a  died  in 
the  Court,  during  the  time  that  fhe  lay  as  one 
deprived  of  her  tinderftanding  ?  And  fhe  faid, 
Jhe  did:  And  by  the  Opinions  of  fome,  this 
experiment,  (which  others  would  have  a  Fal¬ 
lacy)  was  rather  a  confirmation  that  the  Par¬ 
ties  were  really  Bewitched,  than  otherwife: 
For,  fay  they,  it  is  not  poffible  that  any  fliould 
counterfeit  fuch  Diftempers,  being  accompa¬ 
nied  with  fuch  various  Circumftances,  much 
lefs  Children  ^  and  for  fo  long  time,  and  yet 
nndifcovered  by  their  Parents  and  Relations  : 
For  no  Man  can  fuppofe  that  they  fliould  all 
confpire  together,  (being  out  of  feveral  Fa¬ 
milies,  and,  as  they  affirm,  no  wray  related 
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one  to  the  other,  and  fcarce  of  familiar  ac¬ 
quaintance)  to  do  an  Act  of  this  nature,  where- 
by  no  Benefit  or  Advantage  could  redound  to 
any  of  the  Parties,  but  a  guilty  Confidence  for 
Perjuring  themfelves  in  taking,  the  Lives  of 
two  poor  fimple  Women  away,  and  there  ap¬ 
pears  no  Malice  in  the  Cafe.  For  the  Pri lo¬ 
ner  themfelves  did  fcarce  fo  much  as  Object 
it.  Wherefore,  fay  they,  it  is  very  evident 
that  the  Parties  were  bewitched,  and  that  when 
they  apprehend  or  underftand  by  any  means, 
that  the  Perfons  who  have  done  them  this 
wrong  are  near,  or  touch  them  *,  then  their  Spi¬ 
rits  being  more  than  ordinarily  moved  with 
rage  and  anger  at  them  being  prefent,  they  do 
ufe  more  violent  geftures  of  their  Bodies,  and 
extend  forth  their  Hands,  as  defirous  to  lay 
hold  upon  them  •,  which  at  other  times  not 
having  the  fame  occafion,  the  inftanee  there 
falls  not  out  the  fame. 

2ly.  One  John  So  am  of  Lejfhr^aforefaid,  Yeo¬ 
man,  a  fufficient  Perfon,  Depofeth,  That  not 
long  fince,  in  Harveft-tiine  he  had  three  Carts 
which  brought  home  his  Harveft,  and  as  they 
Were  going  into  the  Field  to  load,  one  of  the 
Carts  wrenched  the  Window  of  Rofe  Cullenders 
Houfe,  whereupon  {he  came  out  in  a  great  rage 
and  threatned  this  Deponent  for  doing  that 
wrong  *,  and  fo  they  palled  along  into  the  Fields 
and  loaded  all  the  Three  Carts,  the  other  Two 
Carts  returned  fafe  home,  and  back  again, 
twice  loaded  that  Day  afterwards*,  but  as  to 
this  Cart  which  touched  Rofe  Cullenders  Houfe, 
after  it  was  loaded,  it  was  overturned  twice  or 
thrice  that  Day  *,  and  after  that  they  had  loaded 
it  again  the  fecond  or  third  time,  as  they 

G  2  brought 
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brought  it  thro'  the  Gate  which  leadeth  out  of 
the  Field  into  the  Town,  the  Cart  ftuck  fo  faft 
in  the  Gates-head,  that  they  could  not  poilibly 
get  it  through,  but  were  inforced  to  cut  down 
the  Poft  of  the  Gate  to  make  the  Cart  pafs 
through,  although  they  could  not  perceive  that 
the  Cart  did  of  either  fide  touch  the  Gate-pofts. 
And  this  Deponent  further  faith,  That  after 
they  had  got  it  through  the  Gate-way,  they 
did  with  much  difficulty  get  it  home  into  the 
Yard*,  but  for  all  that  they  could  do,  they 
could  not  get  the  Cart  near  unto  the  place  where 
they  fhould  unload  the  Com,  but  were  lain  to 
unload  it  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  place, 
and  when  they  began  to  unload  they  found 
much  difficulty  therein,  it  being  fo  hard  a  la¬ 
bour  that  they  were  tired  that  firft  came  5 
and  when  others  came  to  affift  them,  their  No- 
fes  burfi  forth  a  Bleeding  :  So  they  were  fain  to 
defift  and  leave  it  until  the  next  Morning,  and 
then  they  unloaded  it  Without  any  difficulty 
at  all. 

Robert  Sherrbtvham  alfo  Depofeth  againft 
Rofe  Cullender ,  That  about  Two  Years  fince, 
palling  along  the  Street  with  his  Cart  and 
Hor fes,  the  Axletree  of  his  Cart  touched  her 
Houfe,  and  broke  down  fome  part  of  it,  at 
which  fhe  was  very  much  difpleafed,  threat- 
ning  him,  that  his  Horfes  fhould  fuffer  for  it  ^ 
and  fo  it  happen'd,  for  all  thofe  Horfes,  being 
Four  in  Number,  died  within  a  fhort  time  af¬ 
ter.  Since  that  time  he  hath  had  great  Lodes 
by  the  Hidden  dying  of  his  other  Cattle  ^  fo 
foon  as  his  Sows  pigged,  the  Pigs  would  leap 
and  caper,  and  immediately  fall  down  and 
die.  Alfo,  not  long  after,  he  was  taken  with 
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a  Lamenefs  in  his  Limbs  that  he  could  neither 
go  nor  ftand  for  lome  Days.  Alter  ail  this,he  was 
very  much  vexed  with  great  Number  of  Lice  of 
an  extraordinary  bigneis,  and  aitho  he  many 
times  drifted  himfelf,  yet  he  was  not  any  thing 
the  better,  but  would  fwarm  again  with  them 
fo  that  in  the  Conclufion  he  was  forc’d  to 
burn  all  his  Cloaths,  being  two  Suits  of  Ap¬ 
parel,  and  then  was  clean  trom  them. 

As  concerning  Amy  Duny ,  one  Richard 
Spejtcer  Depofeth,  That  about  the  firft  of  Sep- 
temher  laft,  he  heard  her  fay  at  his  Houfe, 
That  the  Devi l  would  not  let  her  reft  until  ftje 
were  revenged  on  one  Cornelius  Sandefwells 
Wife . 

Ann  Sandefwdl,  Wife  unto  the  above* faid 
Cornelius ,  Depofed,  That  about  Seven  or  Eight 
Years  fince,  die  having  bought  a  certain  nuim 
ber  of  Geefe,  meeting  with  Amy  Duny ,  die 
told  her.  If  Jhe  did  not  fetch  her  Geefe  home , 
they  would  all  he  defiroyed  :  Which  in  a  few 
Days  after  came  to  pafs. 

Afterwards  the  faid  Amy  became  Tenant  to 
this  Deponent’s  Hufband  for  a  Houfe ,  who 
told  her.  That  if  ft) e  looked  not  well  to  fitch  a 
Chimney  hi  her  Houfe ,  that  the  fame  would  fall: 
Whereupon  this  Deponent  replyed,  That  it 
was  a  new  one  -  but  not  minding  much  her 
Words,  at  that  time  they  parted.  But  in  a 
diort  time  the  Chimney  fell  down  according  as 
the  faid  Amy  had  faid. 

Alfo  this  Deponent  farther  faith,  That  her 
Brother  being  a  Fidierman,  and  uling  to  go 
into  the  Northern  Seas ,  die  defired  him  to 
fend  her  a  Firkin  of  Fifh,  which  he  did  ac¬ 
cordingly  ^  and  die  having  notice  that  the 
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faid  Firkin,  was  brought  into  Leyftoff-Road,  {he.. 
defad  a  Boatman  to  bring  it  aihore  with  the 
other  Goods  they  were  to  bring  *,  and  fhe  going 
down  to  meet  the  Boat-man  to  receive  her  Filh, 
de&ed  the  faid  Amy  to  go  along  with  her  to 
help  her  home  with  it  *,  Amy  reply  ed,  She 
would  go  when  fie  had  it .  And  thereupon  this 
Deponent  went  to  the  Shear  without  her,  and 
demanded  of  the  Boat-man  the  Firkin  *  they 
told  her,  That  they  could  not  keep  it  in  the 
Beat  from  falling  into  the  Sea ,  and  they  thought 
it  was  gone  to  the  Devil,  for  they  never  lav/ 
the  like  before.  And  being  demanded  by  this 
Deponent,  whether  any  Goods  in  the  Boat 
were  likewife  loft  as  well  as  hers?  They  am 
fwered.  Not  any. 

This  was  the'  Subftance  of  the  whole  Evi¬ 
dence  given  againft  the  Prifoners  at  the  Bar*, 
who  being  demanded,  what  they  had  to  fay 
for  themfelves?  They  replyed,  Nothing  mate- 
terial  to  any  thing  that  was  proved  againft  them . 
Whereupon^fK^Judge  in  giving  his  direction 
f  to  the  Jury,  fold  them,  that  he  would  not 
repeat  the  Evidence  unto  them,  leaft  by  fo  do¬ 
ing  he  fhould  wrong  the  Evidence  on  the  one 
.  fide  or  on  the  other.  Only  this  acquainted 
them,  That  they  had  Two  things  to  enquire 
after.  Fir/?,  Whether  or  no  thefe  Children 
were  Bewitched  ?  Secondly ,  Whether  the  Prifo¬ 
ners  at  the  Bar  were  Guilty  of  it  ? 

That  there  were  fuch  Creatures  as  Witches  he 
madeTio  doubt  at  all  *,  For  Firfl,  the  Scriptures  f 
had  affirmed  fo  much.  Secondly,  The  wifdom 
of  all  Nations  had  provided  Laws  againft  luch 
Perfons,  which  is  an  Argument  of  their  confi¬ 
dence  of  fuch  a  Crime,  And  fuch  hath  been 
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tfie  Judgment  of  this  Kingdom,  as  appears  by 
thatAcl  of  Parliament  which  hath  proved  Pun'” 
ifhments  proportionable  to  the  quality  of  the 
Offence.  And  defired  them,  ftrittly  to  oh- 
ferve  their  Evidence  *,  and  defired  the  great 
God  of  Heaven  to  direCt  their  Hearts  in  this 
weighty  thing  they  had  in  Hand  :  For  to  Con - 
demn  the  Innocent ,  and  to  let  the  Guilty  go  free , 
were  both  an  Abomination  to  the  Lord. 

W ith  this  ftiort  Direction  the  Jury  departed 
from  the  Bar,  and  within  the  fpace  of  half  an 
hour  returned,  and  brought  them  in  both  Guilty 
upon  the  feveral  Indictments,  which  were 
Thirteen  in  Number,  whereupon  they  flood 
Indicted. 

This  was  upon  Thurfday  in  the  Afternoon., 
March  13.  1662. 

The  next  Morning,  the  Three  Children 
with  their  Parents  came  to  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  Haless  Lodging,  who  all  of  them  fpake 
perfectly,  and  were  in  as  good  Health  as  ever 
they  were  only  Sufan  Chandler ,  by  reafon  of 
her  very  much  Affliction,  did  look  very  thin 
and  wan.  And  their  Friends  were  asked,  At 
what  time  they  were  reftored  thus  to  their  Speech 
and  Health  ?  And  Mr.  Pacy  did  affirm,  that  with¬ 
in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  after  the  Witches  were 
Convicted,  they  were  all  of  them  reftored,  and 
flept  wellthatNight,  feeling  no  pain  :  only  Sufan 
Chandler  felt  a  pain  like  pricking  of  Pins  in  her 
Stomach. 

After,  they  were  all  of  them  brought  down 
to  the  Court,  but  Ann  Duvent  was  fo  fearful 
to  behold  them,  that  fhe  defired  fhe  might 
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not  fee  them.  The  other  Two  continued  in  the 
Court,  and  they  Affirmed  in  the  face  of  thd 
Country,  and  before  the  Witches  themfelves, 
what  before  hath  been  Depofed  by  their  Friends 
and  Relations  *,  the  Prifoners  not  much  con¬ 
tradicting  them.  In  Conclufion,  the  fudge 
and  all  the  Court  were  fully  fatisfied  with  the 
veraia,  and  thereupon  gave  j  udgment  agamit 
the  Witches  that  they  fhould  be  Hanged. 

They  were  much  urged  to  confers,  but 
would  not. 

That  Morning  we  departed  for  Cambridge 3 
but  no  Reprieve  was  granted  :  And  they  were 
Executed  on  Monday ,  the  Seventeenth  of  March 
following  ^  but  they  Contefled  nothms". 
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Due  Care  for  the  Relief  of 
the  Poor  is  an  A&0  i.  of 
great  Pietv  towards  ///- 

o 

mighty  God ,  who  requires 
it  of  us :  Re  hath  left  the 
Poor  as  his  Pupils ,  a 


the  Rich  as  his  Stewards  to  provide  for 
them  :  It  is  one  of  thofe great  Tributes  that 
he  juftly  requires  from  the  reft  of  Mankind  * 
which ,  becaufe  they  cannot  pay  to  him , 
ih  faltered  the  Poor  among  the  reft  of 
Mankind ,  ^  iij  Subflit  utes  and  Receh 
vers. 


2,  It  is  an  API  of  greateft  Humanity  a- 
mong  Men .  Mercy  and  Benignity  is  due  to 
the  very  Beafls  that  ferve  us9  much  more 
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to 


po  thofe  that  are  Partakers  of  the  fame  com¬ 
mon  Nature  with  us. 

it  is  an  AB  of  great  Civil  Prudence 
and  Political  Wifdom  :  for  Poverty  in  it 
felf  is  apt  to  emafculate  the  Minds  of 
Men 9  or  at  leafl  it  makes  Men  tumultuous 
and  unquiet .  Where  there  are  many  very 
Poor ,  the  Rich  cannot  long  or  Jafely  conti¬ 
nue  fuch  ^  Nece fry  renders  Men  of  thleg- 
matick  and  dull  Natures 9  (lupid  and  indif- 
ciplinable  \  And  Men  of  more  fiery  or  a  stive 
Confitutions 7  rapacious  and  defperate . 

fit  this  Day  it  feems  to  me  that  the  Eg- 
difh  Nation  is  more  deficient  in  their  pru* 
dent  Provifion  for  the  Poor  than  any  other 

?  •  1  1/v  *  n  •  'r>  "  7^/7  7 

cultivated  and  Lhriftian  State  at  leaf  that 
have  fo  many  Opportunities  and  Advantages 
to  fupplythem . 

In  fame  other  Countries  a  Beggar  is  a 
rare  Sight  ^  Thofe  that  are  unable 'to  main¬ 
tain  them] elves  by  Age  or  Impotency ,  are  re¬ 
lieved,  And  thofe  that  are  able  to  fupply 
their  Wants  by  their  Labour y  are  furnijhed 
with  Imploynients  fuitable  to  their  Condi-? 


And  by  this  Means  there  is  not  only  a 
good  and  orderly  Education ,  and  a  decent 
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Face  of  the  Publiek  ^  but  the  more  Populous 
the  State  or  Country  isy  the  Richer  and  the 
more  W ealthy  it  is . 

But  with  us  in  England,  for  want  of  a 
due  Regulation  of  Things ,  the  more  Popu¬ 
lous  we  are ,  the  Poorer  we  are  fo  thaty 
that  wherein  the  Strength  and  Wealth  of 
a  Kingdom  confifls ,  renders  us  the  weaker 
and  the  poorer . 

And,  which  is  yet  worfe.  Poor  Families 
which  daily  multiply  in  the  Kingdom  for 
want  of  a  due  Order  for  their  Imployment 
in  an  hone  ft  Courje  of  Life ,  whereby  they 
may  gain  Subfifiance  for  them  and  their 
Children ,  do  unavoidably  bring  up  their 
Children  either  in  a  Trade  of  Begging  or 
Stealings  or  fuch  other  Idle  Courfe ,  which 
again  they  propagate  over  to  their  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  fo  there  is  a  fucceffive  Multi¬ 
plication  of  hurtful  or  at  lea  ft  unprofitable 
People 9  neither  capable  of  Difcipline  nor 
beneficial  Imployment • 

It  is  true ,  we  have  very  fever e  Laws  a- 
gainfi  Begging ,  the  very  Giver  being  in 
fome  Cafes  fubjeEt  to  a  Penalty  by  the  Sta¬ 
tute  of  i  Jac.  cap.  17.  But  it  takes  lit¬ 
tle  EffeSm  And  indeed  as  the  Cafe  Jtands 
with  us.  it  is  no  reafon  it  [hould:  for  what 

Man 


Man  that  is  of  Ability  can  have  the  Coiid 
fcience  to  deny  an  Ahnsy  or  to  bring  a 
Wanderer  to  the  Punifhment  directed  by  that 
Statute  and  the  Statute  of  39  Eliz.  when  he 
cannot  choofebiit  know  that  there  is  not  that 
due  courfe  provided  yor  atleafl  ufedjhat  Per - 
fons  nece(fitou5y  and  able  to  work y  may  have 
it:  Indeed  were  there  a  clear  means  pr  aid  i- 
fed  for  the  Imploying  of  poor  Per  fons y  It 
were  an  uncharitable  Aldion  to  relieve  them 
in  a  Courfe  of  1  diene fs.  But  when  Ido  not 
know  that  there  is  fuch  a  ?rovifony  l 
dare  ?iot  deny  my  Relief  ‘  becaufe  I  know 
?iot  whether  without  it  he  may  be  flawed 
with  hunger y  without  his  own  Default . 


We  have  alfo  very  fevere  Laws  again fl 
Theft  y  fojfibly  more  fevere  than  mofl  other 
Nations,  yeay  and  than  the  Offence  in  it 
fe!f  fimply  c  onfidered  deferves  ^  And  there 
is  little  to  be  faid  in  the  Defenfe  of  '  the 
feverity  of  the  Law  herein  but  the  mid - 
fitude  of  the  Offenders  y  and  the  defign  of 
the  Law  rather  to  terrify  than  to  punifhyi 
ut  metus  in  omnes,  poena  in  paucos  .•  But1. 


it  is  mofl  apparent  that  the  Law  is  frujl ra¬ 
ted  of  its  Defign  therein  ^  for  although  more, 
fuffer  at  one  Se [fons  ^Newgate  Stealing j 
and  Breaking  up  Houfesy  and  Picking: 
of  Pockets y  and  fuch  other  Larcenies  out 
of  the  Protechon  of  Clergy y  than  fuffer  in 
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Come  other  Countries  for  all  Offences  in  three 
Years ,  yet  the  Goals  are  ?iever  the  Empti¬ 
er  :  Tdecejjity ,  and  Poverty ,  want  of 

a  due  Provifion  for  the  Imployment  of  Indi- 
digent  Perfons ,  the  Cuflom  of  a  loofe 

and  Idle  Life ,  fupply  with  Advan¬ 

tage  the  number  of  thofe  who  are  taken 
off  by  the  Sentence  of  the  Law :  And  doubt - 
lefs  as  the  multitude  of  Poor ,  and  necesfi- 
tous ,  and  uneducated  Perfons  increafe ,  the 
multitude  of  Malefactors  will  increafe , 
?iotwithfanding  the  Examples  of  Severity • 

So  that  upon  the  whole  Account  ^  the  Pru¬ 
dence  of  Prevention ,  as  it  is  more  Chrifti- 
Jo  it  will  be  more  Effectual  than  the 
Prudence  of  Remedy  T^The  Prevention  of 
Poverty,  Idlenefs  and  dif orderly  Education , 
even  of  poor  Children ,  would  do  more 
good  to  this  Kingdom  than  all  the  Gibbets 9 
and  Cauterizations,  and  Whipping- Po ft  s^ 
and  Goals  in  this  Kingdom,  and  would 
render  thefe  kind  of  Difciplines  lefs  necef 
fary  and  lefs  frequent. 

But  hitherto  I  am  in  Generals ,  'ivhich 
rarely  pro  [per  into  ABion  or  ConviBion  : 
I  therefore  fall  confider  principally  thefe 
things : 

T«  What  Provifions  there  are  already  fet- 
led  by  the  Laws  in  force  for  the  Relief 
and  Imployment  of  the  Poor . 


a  Wherein 


2 .  Wherein  the  Defects  are^  in  relation 
to  thofe  Laws  or  Provijions 9  and  the  Con* 
fequences  thereof. 

g.  What  may  be  thought  a  convenient 
Supply  of  thofe  J  efe&s^  and  the  Confer 
quences  of  fitch  Supplies. 
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CHAP.  I. 


Touching  the  Laws  at  Prefetit  in  force 
for  the  Relief  and  l in  ploy  meat  of 

the  Poor. 


H  E  Laws  relating  to  the 
Poor  are  of  two  kinds,  viz, 
i.  Such  as  concern  the  re-7 
lief  of  the  Aged,  and  Impo¬ 
tent,  that  are  not  able  by 
their  Labour  to  maintain 
themlelves.  2.  Such  as  com 
cern  the  imployment  and  letting  of  Work,  of 
fuch  as  are  able.  And  this  latter,  as  fhall  be 
fhewn,  is  the  more  comprehenfive  and  benefi¬ 
cial  Charity,  although  both,  are  neceffary  and 
become  us,  both  as  Men  arid  Chriftians  •,  much 
more  touching  the  former  of  thefe,  viz.  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  impotent  Poor,  the  LaWs  of  England 
have  provided  a  double  Remedy,  firft,  by 
giving  great  incouragement  to  voluntary 
Undertakings  of  good  and  liberal  Minds  in 
this  kind.  2 .  By  Compulfary  means  upon 
all  H  ‘  ' 
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Again,  as  touching  the  former  of  thefe,  tie 
Statute  of  2 Cap.  5.  hath  given  a  great 
Incouragement  to  fuch  as  fhall  eredf  Hofpitals, 
Houfes  of  Correction  and  Maifons  de  Dieti* 
And  the  Statutes  of  39  Elk.  Cap.  6.  and  43 
Elk.  Cap.  4.  have  taken  fpecial  care  for  the 
due  i  inploy ment  of  Gifts  to  charitable  ufes* 
And  certainly  fuch  voluntary  Aflignations  ar¬ 
gue  an  excellent  and  charitable  Mind  in  thofe 
that  fhall  fo  voluntarily  give  •,  And  the  Sta¬ 
tutes  have  given  a  fair  Incouragement  to  the 
Charities  of  Men  in  this  kind.  But  this  Pro- 
vifion  doth  but  little  in  order  to  Relief :  For 
1.  for  the  rnoft  part  fuch  Hofpitals,  extend 
but  to  a  few  aged  Perfons  limited  tofome  par-* 
ticular  Town,  unlefs  it  be  in  the  large  Hofpi¬ 
tals,  in  London ,  where  there  is  fome  Provifton 
more  Extenflve  in  refpedl  both  of  number  and 
age,  as  St.  Thomas  s  Hofpital,  Chrijl-Church 
Hofpital,  and  fome  others.  2.  But  belides  this* 
thofe  are  but  Voluntary,  and  not  Compulfary  * 
although  there  may  be  fome  that  may  be  cha¬ 
ritably  minded,  yet  for  the  moft  part  Men  are 
backward  in  Works  of  Charity  *,  Self-love,  Co- 
vetoufnefs,  diftruft  of  the  Truth  and  Provi¬ 


dence  of  God  keeps  moft  from  overflowing, 
Charity,  or  Building  or  Endowing  Hofpi¬ 
tals. 

2.  Therefore  there  was  a  Compulfary  laid  up¬ 
on  Men  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor  within  their 
refpeftive  Pariihes,  viz.  the  Statute  of  43  Elit, 
Cap.  2.  being  the  firft  Compulfary  Law'that  I 
remember  or  that  kind  :  And  indeed  it  now  be¬ 
came  rieceSary  to  6e  done  by  a  Compulfary 
Means,  which  before  that  time  was  left  more 


beeaufe  the  Kingdom  became  then 
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much  more  populous  than  in  former  time,  and 
with  it  the  Poor  alio  greatly  mcreaied,  and 
befides  many  o f  thofe  methods  of  their  volun¬ 
tary  Relief  was  then  much  a  bated  •  which  Sta¬ 
tute  Enables  the  Church* "Wardens  and  Over- 

* 

feers,  & c.  to  do  thefe  things. 

1.  To  take  order  for  fetting  to  work  the 
Children  of  thofe  whofe  Parents,are  not  able  to 
maintain  their  Children. 

2 .  To  take  order  to  let  thofe  to  work  asfuch, 
having  no  Means  to  maintain  themfelves,  life 
no  ordinary  Trade,  But  provides  not  fufficR 
ent  Compulfaries  to  make  them  work. 

3.  To  raife  weekly  by  Taxation  a  convenP 
ent  flock  of  Flax,  Hemp,  &c.  to  fet  the  Poor 
on  Work:  But  no  Means  at  the  firft,  before 
the  return  of  the  Manufacture  to  pay  them  wa¬ 
ges  in  exprefs  words,  but  is  fupplied  by  the 
latter  general  Claufe.  (And  to  do  and  execute 
all  other  Thhigs ,  as  'well  for  the  difpojing  of  the 
faid  Stock ,  or  otherwife  concerning  the  Premifes 
as  to  them  fall  feem  cojivenient.) 

4.  To  raife  competent  Sums  of  Money  for 
the  impotent  Poor  not  able  to  Work. 

5.  Alfo  for  the  putting  of  Poor  Children  f 
Apprentices,  but  no  Compulfary  for  any  to 
receive  them. 

Among  all  thefe  Proviflons  the  4th  concerns 
the  Relief  of  the  Poor  by  Taxation,  and  Con¬ 
tributions  to  fuch  as  are  impotent*,  the  four  o- 
the'r  Particulars  concern  their  Implojtment  i) 
and  of  fiich  as  are  able  to  Work,  which  is  the 
far  greater  number.  And  although  the  Relief 
of  the  Impotent  Poor  feeffls  to  be  4  Charity  of 
more  immediate  Exigence,  yet  the  Impioyinent 
of  the  Poor  is  a  Charity  of  greater  .  Extent, 

H  2  ma 


t 


A  Difcourfe  touching 

mi  of  very  great  and  important  Confequence 
to  the  pubiick  Wealth  and  Peace  of  the  King¬ 
dom,  as  alfo  to  the  Benefit  and  Advantage  of 
the  Poor. 

I  therefore  come  to  that  fecond  Bufinefs 
relating  to  the  Poor,  viz.  the  fetting  the  Poor 
on  W  ork. 

The  Laws  that  concern  that  Bufinefs  of  the 
Imploymevt  of  the  Poor  are  of  two  kinds  •,  viz. 
that  which  contains  a  Compulfary  Means  of 
providing  Work  for  the  Poor,  which  is  the  Sta¬ 
tute  of  43  Elba.  And  fecondly,  thofe  Laws 
which  are  in  fome  kind  Compulfary  to  force 
Perfons  to  Work  ^  and  thcfe  are  of  two  kinds, 
viz. 

i*  Thofe  that  concern  Children  and  the 
Binding  of  them  Apprentices,  viz.  the  Claufe 
of  the  Statute  43  Eliz.  Cap.  4.  before-mentio¬ 
ned  and  the  Statute  7  Jac.  Cap.  1.  which 
makes  fair  Provifion  for  the  railing  of  Money 
to  bind  them,  and  directs  the  manner  of  its 
Imployment.  But  as  before  is  obferved,  hath 
not  any  fufficient  Compulfary  for  Perfons  to 
take  them,  and  perchance  there  might  be  fit 
to  have  fome  fuch  qualifications  in  that  Com¬ 
pulfary  which  might  not  leave  it  too  arbitrary 
in  the  Juftices  of  Peace  to  compel  whom  they 
pleafe,  to  take  whom  they  pleafe :  But  this  is 
not  the  Bufinefs  I  drive  at,  perchance  the  ge¬ 
neral  Provifion  which  I  defign,  may  make  this 
at  leaft  not  fo  frequently  neceflary . 

1. Tn  reference  to  Rogues,  Vagabonds  and 
idle  and  diforderly  Perfons,  the  Statute  7 
Jac.  Cap .  4.  gives  Power  to  the  Juftices  of 
Peace  to  fend  them  to  the  Houle  of  Correction, 
Which  they  are  thereby  required  to  caufe  to  be 
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EreCted.  2.  Power  to  the  Mailer  of  fuchHoufe 
of  Correction  to  keep  them  to  work. 

Bat  even  in  this  particular  there  are  defeats. 
t  .  It  is  not  general  tor  all  Perfons,  but  at  moft 
idle  and  diforderly  Perfons.  2 .  That  defcrip- 
tion  is  very  uncertain  in  reference  to  fuch  Per¬ 
fons,  and  leaves  the  Juffices  either  too  great 
or  too  little  power.  3 .  For  want  of  a  conve¬ 
nient  Stock  to  be  railed  for  fuch  Houfes  of 
Correction,  and  advantageous  ways  for  fuch 
work,  it  either  leaves  fuch  as  are  lent  without 
an  Imployment,  or  renders  their  Employment 
ungrateful  in  refpeCt  of  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
wages,  and  rather  makes  People  hate  Imploy¬ 
ment  as  a  Hell  than  to  entertain  it  as  a  means  of 
a  comfortable  fupport  •,  which  though  it  may  be 
well  enough  as  a  Punifhmentfor  diforderly  per- 
ions  that  refufeto'^or&,yet  it  is  not  applicable  to 
thofe  that  are  only  idle,  it  may  be,  becaufe  they 
have  no  work,  4.  It  is  a  difficult  thing  to 
determine  who  {hall  be  faid  an  idle  Perfon  ^  it 
is  a  reafonable  anfwer  to  that,  they  are  Idle 
for  want  of  fuch  work  as  they  are  able  to  do, 
or  for.  want  of  fuch  wages  as  might  give  them 
a  reafonable  fupport :  For  there  is  no  power 
given,  nor  is  it  reafonable  it  ffiould,  to  com¬ 
pel  Perfons  to  let  them  on  work,  or  to 
let  them  on  work  at  convenient  Wa¬ 
ges.  5.  And  laftly  ,  it  is  not  uni  ver¬ 
bal^  many  Perfons  are  not  wilhinthat  Law 
which  would  work  if  they  mighty  or  if  they 
might  at  reafonable  rates,  whereby  they  might 
live.  There  is  need,  therefore,  of  fome  fuch 
provifion  that  might  be  as  ample  as  the  occafi- 
on,  and  without  which  indeed  all  the  Laws 
already  made  are  either  weak  and  ineffectual^ 
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to  their  Ends,  and  the  generality  of  the  Poor 
left  deftitute  of  a  convenient  fupport  and 
provifion.  . 

yrr™'  '  "  i  "  ""  1  i  -  i  r  .  --  .  . .  -i 

CHAP.  II. 

Touching  the  <Povoer  by  the  Tam  fetled 
for  the  general  Provifion  for  the 
Poor ,  and  their  defe&s. 

UVon  the  confideration  of  the  Statutes  for 
the  Poor,  the  only  Statute  that  provides 
oniverfally  is  that  of  43  Eli% .  which  gene* 
ralfy  makes  two  Provifions. 

i .  For  the  Impotent  Poor,  that  are  not  able 
to  work :  And  it  is  true  is  a  good 
and  effectual  Provifion  for  fuch,  if  duly  exe¬ 
cuted.  But  as  I  faid  before,  the  Plaifter  is 
not  fo  large  as  the  Sore  ^  there  are  many  Poor 
that  are  able  to  work  if  they  had  it,  and  had 
it  at  reafonable  wages  whereby  they  might 
fupport  themfelves  and  their  Families,  which 
oftentimes  are  many.  Thefe  are  not  within 
the  Provifion  of  the  F,aw,and  if  they  come  for 
Exhibitions,  they  are  denyed,  or  at  leaft  have 
but  very  fmall,  and  fuch  as  cannot  fupport 
them  and  their  Families.  And  indeed  if  they  • 
Ihould  have  fufficient  Exhibition  for  the  fup* 
port  of  them  and  their  Families,  theParifhes 
where  they  live  were  not  able  to  fupply  them 
in  a  proportion  anfwerable  to  their  necejfi- 
ties,  or  anfwerable  to  that  fupply  which  a 
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fell  Imployment  would  afford  them:  For 
inftance,  a  FoorMan  and  his  Wife  though  able 
to  work,  may  have  four  Children,  two  of 
them  poilibly  able  to  work,  two  not  able  ; 
The  Father  and  the  Mother  are  not  able  to 
maintain  themfelves  and  theirFamily  in  Meat, 
Drink,  Cloa thing  and  Houfe-rent  under  ten 
Shillings  per  Week,  and  fo  much  they  might 
probably  get  if  imployed :  This  amounts,  to 
26.I.  per  Annum }  if  there  were  forty  filch  Fa- 
inilies  in  a  great  Parilh,  and  they  lived  upon 
this  Exhibition  colleited  by  rates,  it  would 
ariie  to  above  800 1.  per  Annum ,  which  in 
many  Parifhes  exceeds  the  yearly  Value  of 
their  Lands  or  Rents,  yet  when  thefe  Perfons 
are  kept  on  work  thus  much  muff  be  gotten 
by  them,  and  without  a  fupply  Equivalent 
to  this  they  muff  live  by  Begging,  or  Steak 
mg,  or  Starve:  Therefore  the  Second  Pro- 
vifion  is, 

2.  For  thefe  Poor  that  are  able  to  work,  and 
in  reference  to  them  it  gives  power  to  raife 
Stocks  by  rating  the  Parilhioners,  and  Petting 
the  Poor  on  work. 

The  defedts  of  this  Provifion  are, 

1.  In  the  Execution  of*  the  Law  already 
made^  for  let  any  Man  look  over  moftofthe 
Populous  Parifhes  in  England }  indeed  there 
are  rates  made  for  the  relief  of  the  Impotent 
Poor, and  it  may  be  the  fame  relief  is  alfo  given 
in  a  narrow  meafure  unto  fome  others,  that 
have  great  Families,  and  upon  this  they  live 
miferably,  and  at  be  A:  from  Hand  to  Mouth, 
and  if  they  cannot  get  work  to  make  out  their 
livelyhood,  they  and  their  Children  fet  up  a 
trade  of  Begging  at  beff  But  it  is  rare  toffee 
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any  Proviiion  of  a  Stock  in  any  Parilh  for  the  • 
relief  oi  the  Poor.  And  the  reafons  are  prin¬ 
cipally  thefe :  i .  The  Generality  of  People 
that  are  able,  yet  unwilling,  to  exceed  the 
prefent  necefiary  charge,  they  do  choofe  to 
live  for  an  hour  rather  than  project  for  the 
future*,  and  although  poflibly  trebling  their 
Exhibition  in  one  grots  nun  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  to  raiie  a  Stock,  might  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  render  their  future  yearly  payments 
for  feven  years  together  lefs  by  half  or  two 
thirds,  than  what  muft  be  without  it,  yet  they 
had  rather  continue  on  their  yearly  Payments, 
year  after  year,  though  it  exhauft  them  in 
time,  and  make  the  Poor  nothing  the  better 
at  the  years  End.  2.  Becaufe  thofe  places, 
where  there  are  1110ft  'Poor,  confifts  for  the 
m oft  part  of  Trades-men,  whole  Eftates  lye 
principally  in  their  Stocks,  which  they  will 
not  endure  to  be  fearched  into  to  make  them 
contributary.  to  raife  any  confiderable  Stock 
for  the  Poor,  nor  indeed  fo  much  as  to  the 
ordinary  Contributions :  But  they  lay  all  the 
rates  to  the  Poor  upon  the  Rents  of  Lands  and 
Houfes,  whicli  alone,  without  the  help  of  the 
Stocks,  are  not  able  to  raife  a  Stock  for  the 
Poor,altho'  it  isveryplain  that  Stocks  are  as  well 
by  Law  rateable  as  Lands,  both  to  the  relief, 
and  railing  a  Stock  for  the  Poor:  3.  Becaufo 
the  Church- Wardens  and  Oyerfeers,  to  whom 
this  power  is  given,  are  Inhabitants  of  the  fame 
Parilh,  and  are  either  unwilling  to  charge 
themfelves  or  to  difpleafe  their  Neighbours  in 
charging  more  than  they  needs  muft  towards 
the  Poor :  And  although  it  were  to  be  wifhed 
md  hoped  that  the  Juftices  of  Peace  would 

r  •  f  v-  •  '  *  bV 


the  Relief  of  the  Poof : 

jbe  forwardly  to  enforce  them  if  they  might, 
though  it  may  concern  them  alfb  in  point 
ofprefent  profit  ^  yet  if  they  would  do  any 
thing  herein,  they  are  not  impowered  to  com¬ 
pel  the  Church  Wardens  and  Overfeers  to  do 
it,  who  moft  certainly  will  never  go  about  it 
to  burden,  as  they  think,  themfelves,  and 
difpleafe  their  Neighbours ,  unlefs  fome 
Compulfary  power  were  not  only  lodged  by 
Law,  but  alfo  executed  in  feme  that  may 
haye  a  power  over  them  to  inforce  it,  or  to 
do  it,  if  they  do  it  not,  and  to  do  it  efFedu- 
ally,  if  they  do  it  either  partially,  or  too 
fparingly:  4.  Becaufe  People  do  notconfider 
the  inconveninence  that  will  in  time  grow  to 
themfelves  by  this  neglect,  and  the  benefit 
that  would  in  a  little  time  accrue  to  them  by 
putting  it  in  pradife  if  they  woud  have  but  a 
little  patience,  as  fhall  be  fhewn  hereafter. 

2.  The  fecond  defed  is  in  the  Law  itfelf-, 
which  are  thefe : 

1.  No  power  from  the  Juftices  of  Peace,  or 
fome  fuperintendent  power  to  compel  the  railing 
of  a  Stock  where  the  Church-Wardens  and 
Overfeers  negled  it. 

2.  The  Ad  chargeth  every  Parifh  apart 
where  it  may  be  they  are  able  to  do  little  to¬ 
wards  it  •  neither  would  it  be  fo  effedual  as  if 
three}  four,  five  or  more  contiguous  Pariilies 
did  contribute  towards  the  railing  of  a  Stock 
proportionable  to  their  Poor  refpedively. 

3.  There  is  no  power  for  hiring  or  ereding 
a  Common  Houle,  or  place  for  their  common 
Work-houfe,  which  may  he  in  fome  refpeds, 
and  upon  fome  occalions,  ufeful  and  neceflary, 
as  fhall  he  fhewn. 
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CHAP.  III. 

The  Remedy  propounded. 

* .  hip  HAT  the  juftices  of  the  Peace  at  the 
J  Quarter  Sejftons  do  fet  out  and  diftri- 
bute  the  Parifhes  in  their  feveral  Counties  into 
feveral  Divisions,  in  each  of  which  there  may 
be  a  W ork-Houfe  for  the  common  ufe  of  the 
refpedive  Divihons/  wherein  they  are  refpee* 
tively  placed,  viz.  one ,  two ,  three ,  four, 
five  or  lix  Parifhes  to  a  Work-Houfe, according 
to  the  greatnefs  or  fmallnefs,  and  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  the  feveral  Parifhes. 

2.  That  at  that  Seffions  the  Church- Wardens 
#nd  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  of  the  refpective  Pa¬ 
rifhes,  bring  in  their  feveral  rates  for  their  Re¬ 
lief  of  their  refpe&ive  Poor  upon  Oath.  And 
that  the  faid  Juftices  do  affefs  three,  four  or 
five  yearly  Pays  to  be  levied  and 'collected  at 
one  or  two  entire  Sums  within  the  time  pre¬ 
fixed  by  them  for  the  railing  of  a  Stock  to  fet 
the  Poor  within  thofe  Precinds  on  Work,  and 
to  build  or  procure  a  convenient  Work-Houfe 
for  imploying  the  Poor,  if  need  be,  in  it,  and 
for  lodging  Materials  ,  and  for  inftruding 
Children  in  the  Trade  or  Work. 

3.  That  there  be  yearly  chofe  by  the  faid 
Juftices  a  Matter  for  each  Work-Houfe,  with 
a  convenient  Salary  out  of  the  faid  Stock,  or 
the  proceed  thereof,  to  continue  for  3  Years, 
and  two  Overfeers  to  fee  the  lifting  and  Return 
of  the  faid  Stcck,  and  to  take  the  Accounts 
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Quarterly  or  Monthly  of  the  Mailer  as  they 
fhall  think  fit. 

4.  That  the  Stock  be  delivered  to  the  Over- 
feers,  and  by  them  Ifliied  to  the  Matter,  as 
there  lhall  be  occafton,  and  that  they  alfo  from 
time  to  time  receive  the  proceed  of  the  faid 
Stock  and  the  Accompts  for  the  fame. 

5.  That  at  the  end  of  every  Year  the  Matter 
and  Overfeers  give  up  their  Accounts  to  the 
two  next  Juftices  of  the  Peace  at  times  by  them 
prefixed,  and  publickly  notifycd  to  the  Inhabit 
tants  of  each  Precindt,  to  the  end  that  they 
may  take  any  exceptions  to  fuch  Accounts,  if 
there  be  caufe. 

6.  That  the  Matter  and  Overfeers  of  every 
refpedtive  Work-Houie  ftand,  and  be  incorpo^ 
rate  by  the  name  of  M after  and  Overfeers  of 
their  refpedtive  Precindts,  and  capable  to  take 
an  Succelfion  by.  will  or  other  wife  ,  Lands, 
Goods,  or  Money,  or  other  Legacies  or  Gifts 
for  the  Benefit  of  the.  Poor,  within  their  re- 
fpedtive  Predndts. 

7.  That  they  alfo  be  aceomptable,  as  well 
to  their  refpective  Succellburs,  and  alfo  to  the 
Juftices  of  the  Peace  at  their  Quarter  Seffions 
for  the  Benefit  and  Proceed  and  Imployment  of 
fuch  Gifts  and  Bequefts, 

8.  That  they  be  difabled  to  grant  any  Lands 
to  them  given  or  bequeathed  for  any  longer 
term  than  one  Year,  and  at  an  improved 
Rent. 

9.  That  if  any  Perfon  that  is  able  to  work, 
and  not  able  to  maintain  himfelf,  lhall  refufe 
to  do  fo,  he  may  be  forced  thereunto  by  War¬ 
rant  of  two  Juftices  of  Peace  by  Xmprifon- 
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merit,  and  moderate  correction  in  fuch  Work- 
Houfe. 

i  o.  If  any  Perfon  imployed  by  the  Matter, 
fhall  imbezel  or  wilfully  prejudice,  or  fpoii 
his  Work,  he  fhall  upon  complaint  and  proof 
thereof  by  the  Party  grieved  to  any  Juftice  of 
Peace,  and  by  Warrant  from  him,  receive  Im- 
prifonment  or  moderate  correction  by  Warrant 
of  fuch  Juftice. 

Thefebe  the  heads  of  that  Provifion,  I  could 
wijth  for  the  fetting  the  Poor  on  Work,  which 
5s  but  an  Eflay  and  may  receive  Alterations  or 
Additions  upon  confideration. 

The  Benefit that  would  come  by  this  Me¬ 
thod  would  be  very  many  and  great :  I  fhall 
fet  down  fome  of  them  that  occur  to  me. 

1 .  By  Incorporating  of  thefe  Work-Houfes, 
which  are  the  beft  kind  of  Hofpitals,  charita¬ 
ble-minded  Pcrfons  would  have  as  it  were  a 
Pillar  whereunto  t©  faften  their  Charity,  which 
would  prevent  many  Difficulties  in  the  faith¬ 
ful  Adminiftrations  thereof,  and  would  invite 
benefactors. 

2.  Whereas  Hofpitals  provide  for  fome  few 
Poor  Impotent  People,  this  would  prevent  Po¬ 
verty,  and  in  a  little  traCt  of  time  bring  up 
hundreds  to'  be  able  to  gain  their  Lively* 
hoods. 

3.  Whereas  in  that  State  that  things  are,  our 
Populoufnefs,  which  is  the  greateft  Blelling 
a  Kingdom  can  have,  becomes  the  burden  01 
the  Kingdom  ,  by  breeding  up  whole  Races 
and  Families,  and  fucceffive  Generations  in  a 
mere  Trade  of  Idlenefs,  Thieving,  and  Beg¬ 
ging,  and  a  barbarous  kind  of  Life,  wj  ich  inuft 
'in  time  prodigioufly  increafe  and  overgrow 
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file  whole  Face  of  the  Kingdom,  and  eat  out 
the  Heart  of  it :  This  courfe  within  one  feven 
Years  alters  the  whole  State  of  this  Diforder, 
and  brings  People  and  their  Children  after 
them  into  a  Regular,  Orderly  and  Induftrious 
courfe  of  Life,  which  will  be  as  natural  to  them 
as  now  Idlenefs,  and  Begging,  and  Thieving 
is.  C 

For  no  Perfon  will  have  need  to  Beg  or  Steal, 
becaufe  he  may  gain  his  living  better  by  Work¬ 
ing. 

And  no  Man  will  be  fo  vain,  and  indeed 
hurtful  to  the  Publick,  as  to  give  to  fuch  as 
Beg,  and  thereby  to  encourage  them,  when 
he  is  fare  they  may  gain  their  living  by  Work¬ 
ing;  And  all  the  Laws  againft  Vagrants* 
Beggars  and  Wanderers,  will  be  then  Effe&u- 
ally  put  in  Execution,  when  we  may  be  fare 
they  may  be  imployed  if  they  will :  But  till 
that,  the  interdicting  and  Punifhiug  of  the  Beg¬ 
gars  and  Givers  feems  to  me  a  mod  unrea ti¬ 
llable  piece  of  Imprudence,  as  well  as  Uncha- 
ritablenefs. 

4.  By  this  means  the  Wealth  of  the  Nation 
will  be  increafed,  Manufactures  advanced,  and 
every  Body  put  into  a  capacity  of  Eating  his 
own  Bread  •,  for  upon  what  imaginable  account 
Can  we  think,  that  we  fhould  not  be  as  able  to 
improve  our  Populoufnefs  to  our  Wealth,  as 
well  as  Holland ,  and  Flanders ,  and  Barbadoes > 
if  we  had  but  their  Induftry  and  orderly  Ma¬ 
nagement?  If  it  be  faid,  their  Difpofition  is 
more -Induftrious  than  ours :  It  is  true  in  that 
condition  that  matters  are  ordered  *,  but  if  we 
had  the  fame  Induftrious  Education,  we  ftiould 
have  the  fame  Induftrious  Difpofition  ;  Let  a 
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Man,  one  that  hath  been  bred  up  in  the  tradfi 
•  of  Begging,  he  will  never,  unlefg  compelled, 
fall  to  Induftry }  and  on  the  other  fide,  it  is 
a  wonderful  Neceiftty  indeed  that  lhall  bring 
one  bred  up  in  Civility,  and  Induftry,  to  Beg, 
as  is  eafily  obfervable  in  many  poor  Places  and 
Families. 

And  were  there  no  other  Benefit  to  the 
Kingdom  in  general,  nor  to  the  parti¬ 
cular  Places,  where  fuch  Work-Houfes  fhall 
be  fettled  ,  but  this,  although  the  Stock 
were  wholly  loft  in  four  Years,  it  would  be 
an  abundant  Recompence  by  the  accuftoming 
the  poor  fort  to  a  Civil  and  Induftrious  courfe 
of  Life,  whereby  they  would  foon  become,  not 
only  not  burthenfom,  but  profitable  to  the 
Kingdom,  and  the  places  where  they  live. 

5 .  By  this  Means  there  would  foon  be  an 
Improvement  of  the  feveral  Manufactures  of 
the  Kingdom,  both  for  the  neceffary  Confump* 
tion.  of  the  Kingdom,  and  for  Exportation^ 
Whereby  our  Trade  Outward,  would  exceed  our 
Trade  Inward,  which  Outward  Trade,  as  it  is 
the  Bafis  and  Foundation  of  all  our  Trade 
Inward:,  and  theexcefsand  Overbalance  of  our 
Trade.  Outward, to  our  Trade  Inward, is  the  only 
Means  not  only  to  keep  ourMoney  at  home, but 
to  gain  an  increafe  of  Money,  and  fo  advanced! 
the  true  intrinfick  Wealth  of  the  Kingdom  for 
as  ofour  Hand,  if  our  Trade  Outward  exceed  our 
Trade  Inward,  the  excefs  muft  of  Neceftity  be 
.  returned  in  Money  or  Bullion,  fo  if  our  Trade 
Inward  exceed  our  Trade  Outward,  the  excefs 
muft  be  made  good  from  hence  in  Money, 
which  muft  needs  infenfibly  impoverifh  the 
Kingdom,  and  Experience  makes  us  know  it  to 
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be  true :  Now  the  Advance  of  our  Manufac¬ 
tures  would  be  by  this  Means  plainly  evident, 
for  Woollen  Manufactures  or  Cloath,  the  Staple 
Commodity  of  this  Kingdom,  would  be  more, 
and  thefe  other  Woollen  Manufactures,  as  Ker- 
feys,  Serges,  Baize,  which,  though  now  confi¬ 
ned  to  feveral  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  as  Devon 
jhhe ,  Norfolk ,  Colchefier ,  would  be  by  this 
Means  diifufed  over  the  whole  Kingdom,  and 
thofe  Places  which  have  little  of  Woollen  Ma¬ 
nufacture  ^  as  LhiconJInre  ,  North  amp  onjhire  9 
and  other  Counties,  would  foon  fall  into  it  ^ 
fo  likewife  knitting  of  Stockings,  Caps,  Waft** 
Coats  and  the  like,  2.  Our  Linnen  Manufac¬ 
tures,  as  Lirmen  Cloath,  Laces  of  all  forts. 
Nets,  Sails,  &c.  would  become  native,  and 
fupply  the  Want  of  the  Kingdom,  and  prerf 
vent  the  neceflity  of  Importation  of  Linnen 
Cloath  from  Holland  and  France ,  of  Laces  from 
Flanders :  And  as.  this  Trade  is  in  fome  degree 
ufed  in  Lancafhire ,  Leicefterfnre ,  and  fome  o- 
ther  Places;  fo  it  would  be  communicated  to; 
other  Places  of  the  Kingdom.  And  it  is  very*1 
confiderable  the  numbers  of  Poor  that  would 
Be  •  by  this  Means  imployed  in  dreffing  of 
Hemp  and  Flax,  Spinning,  Weaving,  White¬ 
ning  and  the  like  And  if  any  fhall  fay,  we 
want  the  Materials,  and  we  want  thofe  that 
fhonld  ’  ittftruCt  the  Poor  in  the  Ordering  of 
them.  The  Anfwer  is  at  hand  ^  If  once  the  Ma¬ 
nufacture  were  begun  to  be  put  into  a  Method 
By  this  way,  all  Men  would  quickly,  fow  Hemp! 
and  Flax  in  fome  Parcels  of  their  Tillage,  and 
poffibly  fome  Lands  that  were  not  fo  fit  for  orf 
th§r  Tillage  would  be  impl  oyed  in  this :  Two 
of  Hemp  and  Flax  in  every  Parifh  would 


imploy  multitudes,  which  now  People  negleCi 
to  few,  becaufe  they  have  no  way  to  vent  o t 
imploy  it:  And  for  InftruCtors,  when  once  the* 
alarm  is  abroad  of  fuch  a  delign,  it  will  draw 
over  Workmen  from  other  Foreign  Parts  ^  and 
by  this  Means  we  gained,  or  at  leaffc  recove¬ 
red  the  Skill  of  making  Woolen  Cloath  from 
other  FartS\as  appearrs  by  undeniable  Evidence. 
And  if  it  fhall  be  faid  that  this  will  defraud 
and  ftraiten  us  of  Labourers  in  our  Woollen 
Manufactures  *,  there  can  be  %no  fear  of  that  ^ 
for  we  have  Poor  enough  to  Jbe  imployed  in 
both,  and  it  is  moft  certain,  that  the  Popu- 
loufnefs  of  the  Kingdom  ftill  increafeth,  not- 
withftanding  its  great  Exhaitftings  by  Wars  and 
Plagues,  and  Foreign  Plantations,  and  con-' 
fequently  the  Poor  will  be  proportionably  in- 
creafed,  fo  that  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe 
that  in  one  feven  Years,  by  the  bleffmg  of 
God,  the  very  proceeds,  that  will  be  able  and 
fit  to  work,  of  poor  Families,  will  be  more 
than  double  to  what  they  are  now,  which  will 
continually  increafe  in  a  kind  of  Geometrical 
Progrellion,  whereby  there  will  be  enough  for 
double  the  imployment  that  is  now  for  them. 

6.  By  the  Means  of  thefe  Work-Houfes, 
there  will  be  an  Opportunity  for  One  or  Two 
Perfons,  skilled  in  any  Manufacture,  to.  in** 
IfruCt  Twenty  in  the  Trades,  by  cotnmon  Re¬ 
tort,  Meeting  and  dayly  Refidence  of  Children 
and  young  People  there*,  and  there  may  be 
Opportunity,  to  teach  Children  to  read  with¬ 
out  any  interruption,  in  the  Imploy ments  of 
them  that  are  able  to  teach  them,  or  of  them 
that  are  able  to  work. 

7-  *>y 
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).  By  this  means  the  Yearly  Contributi¬ 
ons  for  the  neceflary  relief  of  Poor,  that 
are  able  to  Work,  and  their  Families,  and 
thofe  kind  of  Contributions  which  in  time 
Will  be  impoffible  to  fupport  the  foor,  will 
be  changed  into  a  fiipply  every  way  more  eafy 
for  them  that  are  to  pay,  though  at  firft  it 
may  require  a  more  liberal  aiiiftance  for  tha 
railing  of  the  Stocks ,  and  every  way  more 
beneficial  and  advantageous  tor  „the  Poor  $ 
Firft,  becaufe  they  will  hereby  be  educated, 
and  inured  to  a  way  of  Civility  and  Ihdu» 
ftry.  2.  They  will  gain  a  Trade,  which  will 
go  along  with  them  as  the  conftant  fup~ 
port  of  their  lives*  3.  The  Wages  that 
they  will  gain,  will  be  a  greater  and 
better  fupport  than  they  can  have  by  any 
Contributions  that  are  able  to  be  aflefied 
for  them  ^  for  they  may  be  able  to  gain,  Two,' 
Three,  Four,  Five  and  Six  Shillings  a  Week, 
for  every  Perfon  able  to  Work'  which  is  five 
times  more  than  their  Weekly  or  Yearly  Con¬ 
tributions  do  or  can  amount  unto,  without 
exhaufting  more  than  the  Revenues  of  the 
Parilhes,  wherein  thefe  poor  are  in  many 
places :  And  this  fhall  be  aemonftrated  *to  the 
Eye  of  any  that  will  confider  this  inftance^ 
which  I  have  eiaftly  tryed,  arid  examined^ 
and  found  to  be  true. 

The  ordinary  Procefs  and  time ,  and  charge 
cf  making  a  common  Courfe  medly  Cloath  0 i 
our  Gloucejlerjhire  W ool  at  this  day  is  ^ 

1.  In  ef?ry  fuch  Cloath  of  about.  32  Yards 
long,  there  is  Ninety  Pounds  of  Wool,  which 
will  coft  at  this  day  at  tiL  per  Pound ,  four 
Pounds  io5,  ordinary  in  a  Grey  Cloathc 

i  ni 
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54 I.  of  Abb.  7 

34/.  of  Warp.*  >  4 

2  l.  of  Mixture.  3  .  . 

2.  The*  Charge  of  making  this  Cloath  : 

/• 

1  Parting  and  Picking.  o 

2  Colouring  . ,  o 

4  Breaking  and  Spinning  the  Abb,  V 

at  two  pence  farthing  per  l.  3 

4  Breaking  and  Spinning  the  1  ^  g 

Warp,  at  $d.  per.  L  5 

5  .Cards  and  Oyl 


s. 

3 

1 6 


l 

o 

o 


i  7  9 


o 

1 


o 

3 

0  12  0 
o  18  O 

O  I 

7 


o 


6 

o 


6  .Weaving,  Spooling  and  Warping  1 

7  Milling  and  Burling 

8  Shearing  and  Dreifing 

9  Drawing 

v  10  Carriage  and  Fa&urage. 

So  the  whole  Charges  comes  to  1 1  /.  1 5  s 

Out  of  which  deducting  the  Materials  0: 
Wool,  and  Cards,  and  Oil,  vri.  5  1.  1  o  s. 

Their  remains  entirely  for  the  Expence  of 
work  amount  to  6  l.  5  s. 

It  is  true  at  this  day  this  Cloath  yields  not 
above  1 2  l.  to  be  fold,  which  is  only  5  s.  pro¬ 
fit,  but  when  Trade  is  quicker  it  may  yield 
13/.  or  more. 

3.  The  People  that  are  imployed  in  brings 
ing  about  this  Cloath  to  be  ready  are  14,  vi%» 
three  Weavers  and  Spoolers,  two  Breakers,  fix 
Spinners,  one  Fuller  and  Butler,  one  Sheerman, 
one  Farter  and  Picker :  The  Weavers  fupply 
the  Office  of  Spooler  and  Warper. 

4.  Thefe  will  bring  about  the  firfi:  Cloath  in 
about  two  Months  fpace ;  But  being  continu¬ 
ed  in  a  conftant  tradt,  the  Cloath  will  he 
brought  about  in  three  Weeks  time,  for  all  the 

othei 
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other  Workmen  are  at  Work  and  fit  the 
Cloath  for  the  Weaver  in  that  fpace  that  he 
is  Weaving  the  firft  C loath. 

5;.  Coniequently  this*  one  Loom  thus  im- 
ployed  all  the  Year  round,  allowing  two 
Months  to  the  firft  Cloath,  and  three  Weeks 
to  every  other,  will  make  fourteen  returns 
the  firft  Year  of  Cloath  ready  for  fale,  and 
fixteen  returns  every  Year  after. 

6.  Confequently  that  which  this  yields  for 
bare  "Wages  to  thefe  14  poor  Workmen  for 
the  firft  Year,  is  Eighty  feven  Pounds  Ten 
Shillings,  and  for  the  following  Years,  is 
Ninety  feven  Pounds  *,  and  by  this  Computa¬ 
tion  it  is  eafy  to  fee  what  every  Work¬ 
man'  can  gain  a  Week  being  full  Employed* 

7.  About  one  Hundred  Pounds  Stock  will 
for  ever  keep  this  Looms  work  going,  and 
maintain  thefe  fourteen  Workmen,  and  con¬ 
fequently  a  Stock  of  four  Hundred  Pounds 
will  keep  on  foot  four  Looms  work,  and  keep 
on  Work  fifty  fix  Perfons,  and  be  able  . to  a- 
bide  the  ordinary  delays  of  fale  incident  to 
the  Markets. 

8.  But  if  it  could  be  fuppofed  that  thd 
Cloath  could  be  fold  as  foon  as  made  (which* 
is  not  I  confefs  reafonably  to  be  expedted) 
then  a  Stock  of  four  and  twenty  Pounds 
would  by  its  continual  return  provide  Ma¬ 
terials,  and  pay  the  Workmen  for  one  Looms 
work  in  perpetuity  :  But  becaufe  the  returns 
by  fale  cannot  be  as  fpefcdy  as  the  work  is 
done,  the  Stock  muft  be  near  icq /.  to  abide 
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the  delay  of  a  Month,  two,  three,  four  o# 
more,  in  point  of  fale,  and  likewife  to  buy 
Wool  fealon  ably  for  Work.  And  by  this  k 
appears,  that  although  one  Hundred  Pounds 
Stock  by  its  1 6  returns  yields  but  an  incon- 
liderable  advantage  to  the  Mafter  at  five 
Shillings  per  Cloath,  viz.  but  four  Pounds  in 
the  Year ,  yet  it  yields  a  confiderable 
advantage  to  the  poor  Workers,  viz.  near  one 
Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  ,  and  confequent- 
ly  a  Stock  of  four  Hundred  Pounds  yields  near 
four  Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum .  And  confe- 
quently  t he  fe  fifty  fix  poor  .  People,  that  are 
kept  on  work  with  this  Stock  of  four  Hundred- 
Pounds  could  not  live  better,  if  theParifh 
were  at  the  Yearly  Penfion  of  four  Hundred 
Pounds  pgr  Annum ,  to  relieve  them,  nor  indeed 
fo  well,  confidering  they  are  by  this  means 
kept  in  a  way  of  imployment  and  honeft  in- 
duftry :  And  yet  without  feme  fupply,  either 
by  Wages  or  Contribution,  thofe  fifty  fix  poor 
People  being  deftitute  of  Wages  or  Contribm 
lions  to  this  Value  or  near  it,  muft  live  by 
Stealing  or  Begging,  or  Starve. 

And  let  it  be  alfo  confidered,  that  this  Stock 
thus  raifed  and  fet  going  maintains  it  felf  by 
a  perpetual  circulation  and  viciifitude,  with¬ 
out  any  confiderable  help  by  any  farther  flip - 
ply,  and  yet  perpetually  countervails  a  Con¬ 
tribution  of  near  four  Hundred  Pounds  per  An* 
mm  for  the  relief  of  thefe  fifty  fix  poor  Per^ 
fons. 

t  :  *  -  ..i  ■  •  .  -  .  (-  f :  M 

By  all  which  it  will  appear,  that  the  ad- 
Tentage  of  a  Stock  imployed,  and  once  fet 
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mi  foot,  doth  countervail  a  great  Contributi¬ 
on,  and  indeed  greater  than  can  be  raifed  and 
Yearly  continued  by  moft  places,  and  will 
at  leaft  in  time  render  thole  Yearly  conftant 
Contributions  lower  and  lefs  needful. 


9.  But  yet  farther,  by  this  means  there  will 
be  a  reafonable  Gage  fet  to  Wages  of  Work- 
men.  It  is  not  unknown  how  that  fome  Co¬ 
vetous .  Matters  in  hard  times,  if  they  are 
well  flocked  and  of  Abilities,  will  fet  on 
Work  many  Poor,  but-  they  mutt  take  fuch 
Wages  as  they  are  not  able  to  live  upon, 
and  that  alfo  many  times  paid  in  Corn,  Wool, 
Cheefe,  and  other  things  at  rates  high  enough ; 
And  indeed  if  they  will  Work  upon  thefe 
terms,  they  may  ^  but  if  not,  they  turn  them 
off’  or  not  imploy  them,  and  thereupon  the 
poor  Workmen,  not  being  able  to  live  without 
Work,  and  having  no  place  to  refort  for  any, 
are  under  a  neceflity  of  Working  to  them  at 
Inconsiderable  rates.  And  fuch  Matters  make 
greater  advantage  by  this  means  when  Trade 
is  low,  than  when  it  is  open.  But  by  this 
means  there  would  be  a  refuge  for  the  Poor  to 
be  imployed  at  reafonable  Wages  $  and  the 
reafon  is  evident,  becaufe  this  being  but  an 
Expedient,  not  fo  much  for  gain  to  the  Ma¬ 
tter  as  for  Employment  for  the  Poor,  as  long 
as  the  Stock  makes  but  good  it  felf,  or  be 
managed  without  conliderable  lofs,  it  attain^ 
its  End,  and  therefore  may  give  competent 
Wages.  But  on  the  other  Hand,  the  Trading* 
Matter  looks  for  his  profit,  and  if  his  Stock 
turns  not  to  him  for  gain,  he  gives  over,  or 
xeduceth  the  Workman  to  inconfiderable 

I  3  Wages, 


Wages,  that  his  cwn  gain  may  be  the  grea- 
ter.  And  although  it  may  be  there  be  Tome 
honeft  minded  and  Charitable  Mailers  that 
will  be.  content  for  fome  time*  to  imploy 
their  Stock  though  without  gain,  yet  they  are 
but  rare  to  be  found,  and  fuch  as  commonly 
hold  not  out  long  uplefs  they  find  profit, 
though  perchance  they  fuffer  no  lofs. 

Thefe  be  fome  of  thofe  Confiderations  that 
fhew  the  ufefulnefs  of  this  Expedient :  I  fhall 
now  confider  fome  of  the  Objections  that  may 
be  made  againfl  it. 

i.  01],  It  is  a  great  bufincfs  to  raife  for 
the  puipofe  four  Years  pay  at  once  to  make 
up  a  Stock,  and  Yearly  Contributions  are 

more  cafyvv  ; .  .  ,  «  •  '  *. .  : 

I  anfwer,  It  is  true,  and  yet  the  advam 
tage  even  to  the  Objedters  themfelves  is  even 
to  their  fenfe  apparently  great If  a  Man 
had  a  Rent  of  Inheritance  iffuing  out  of  his 
Land,  he  would  not  think  much  of  giving 
iixteen  Years  purchafe  to  buy  it  in  :  And  the 
charge  that  goes  out  for  the  Poor,  as  it  is  as 
much  and  as  certain  a  Charge  as  a  Rent,  fo 
it  is  evident  to  us  that  it  hath  increafed 
Yearly,  and  of  necefllty  the  longer  things  are 
continued  in  this  carelefs  way,  it  muflincreafe 
in  an  Exceifive  Proportion,  and  to  give  four 
Years  purchafe  to  abate  it,  or  if  it  were  but 
to  keep  it  at  a  Stay,  were  good  Husbandry. 
2.  Belidesthis,  let  "a  Man  confider  what  o- 
,  ther  Ioffes  do  accrue  by  the  want  of  a  due  Pro- 
fifion  of  Work,  and  an  Induftrious  Education 
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for  the  Poor,  in  thieving  and  fiealing,  and 
ending  fuch  Malefactors  to  Goals  at  the  char¬ 
ges  of  the  Parifh,  in  Profecuting  them  at  All¬ 
ies  and  Seffiops,  in  cutting  and  deftroying  of 
Woods,  pulling  of  Hedges,  and  trefpalfes 
to  Corn  and  Grafs  thereby ,  in  Alms¬ 
giving  at  the  door  *,  thefe  would  be,  if  not  al¬ 
together  prevented,  yet,  in  a  great  meafure^ 
they  would,  when  that  mcft  unchriftian  and 
indeed  inhumane  way  of  Living  among  mofi 
ordinary  indigent  People  is  remedied  by  conve¬ 
nient  Imployment  and  Wages, 

2.  Obj.  But  there  are  a  fort  of  Idle  People, 
that  will  rather  beg  than  work,  tho’they  may 
be  imployed,  and  fo  that  trade  of  Begging  and 
Idlenefs  would  be  ftill  continued, 

I  Anfwer,  i.  That  we  do  ffirmife  a  CompuP 
fary  Law  to  inforce  Idle  Perfons  to  work, 
which  would  prevent  it.  2.  By  this  means 
the  Benefit  of  Working  would  exceed  the  Be^ 
nefit  of  Begging,  which  would  caufe  Perfons  to 
leave  it.  3 .  By  the  Educating  of  Children  in 
a  way  of  Induftry  there  would  be  gradually 
a  Difaccuftomednefs  to  that  way,  which  would 
in  time  quite  remove  it.  But  4.  when  Men 
were  once  affined  by  a  clear  Evidence  that  the 
Poor  might  have  Work  upon  reafonable  terms, 
no  Man  would  give-,  the  Lawsagainfl:  Wander¬ 
ers  that  were  able-  to  work,  and  againft 
the  relievers  of  fuch,  would  be  cheerfully  put 
in  Execution,  which  now  Men  even  upon  the 
account  of  common  Charity  •  cannot  bring 
themfelves  to. 

I  4  3-  Objf 
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a.  Qbj.  But  what  confiderable  advantage 
would  fuch  a  Stock  as  four  hundred  Pounds  do, 
when  perchance  in  a  time  of  trading  four  or 
five  thoufand  Pounds  imloyed  by  Mailers 
in.  a  Parifh  is  but  enough  to  fet  their  Poor 
on  Work,  where  it  may  be  there  are  two 
or  three  huridred  Ferfons  that  are  thus  im- 
ployed.  '  * 

I  anfwet,  It  would  be  a  great  help  to  the 
Poor  ih  a  time  of  fcarcity  of  Work,  although 
it  fhould  lye  ftill  in  a  time  of  plenty  of 
Work.  The  fupply  of  Work,  for  a  Month, 
or  two,  cr  three,  in  a  Year,  when  Traders  for 
Advantage  give  over,  keeps  Induftry  on  the 
Wheels,  and  yields  a  confiderable  fupply.  3* 
In  good  times,  when  there  is  no  need  of  it, 
it  is  as  capable  of  Increafe  ^nd  Improvement, 
being  imployed  as  private  Mens  Stocks  are, 

.  which  would  inlarge  it,  or  at  leaft  pliable  it 
to  beai  fomelofsin  times  of  lownefs  of  TradC 
3.  It  once  fuch  a  Stock  were  going,  it  would 
not  only  increafe  by  it  feif,  but  it  would  have 
continual  accdlion  by  Charitable  Gifts,  which 
would  do  five  times  the  good  thus  imployed, 
than  imployed  as  they  are  in  Doles  and  little 
yearly  Penfions,  .which  confume  and  come 
to  nothing,  but  are  fwallowed  up  in  the  prefent 
necdfity  of  the  Poor,  and  leave  but  fmall  figns 
cf  advantage  behind  them, :  W  hereas  the  fob 
lowing  of  the  Method,  now  propounded,  will 
atleaft  leave  the  Perfons,  to  whom  it  is  ap^ 
plyed,  the  Advantage  of  an  Indullrious  Edu* 
cation  and  Profeffion,  which  will  abide  by 
thnx  '  . :  . 

4.  0$ 
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4.  Obj .  But  Men,  that  are  concerned,  for 
their  own  Benefit  in  the  profecution  of  their 
Trade,  as  for  inftance  of  Cloathing,  and  confer 
quently  more  careful  than  Perfons  imployed 
for  others,  yet  do  lofe  by  their  Trading,  and 
many  times  impair  their  Stocks  v  and  therefore 
this,  that  cannot  be  expe&ed  to  be  neither  fo 
ihduftrioufiy  nor  fuccefsfully  managed,  may  be 
in  the  fame  condition. 

I  Anfwer.  1 .  in  general.  In  this  way  there 
muft  needs  be  one  of  thefe  Events : 

1 .  Either  there  will  be  Gain,  and  then  it 
doth  improve  the  Stock,  and  lays  up  an  Ad¬ 
vantage  that  may  compenfate  a  former  lofs 
and  enable  the  bearing  of  a  future  lofs.  And 
I  know  no  reafon  but  that  in  this  manage¬ 
ment  there  may  be  fome  times  at  leafi:  of  Ad¬ 
vantage  as  well  as  in  private  Trading.  The 
times  are  not  always  at  a  ftand  in  Trade,  but 
fome  times,  and  moft  ordinarily  there  is  fome 
gains  in  it,  though  not  fo  much  as  at  other 
times  *,  and  then  the  good  times  make  amends 
for  the  bad. 

2.  Or  elfe,  though  there  be  no  Gain ,  there 
will  be  no  Lofs,  but  it  ftands  at  a  ftay,  and  if 
it  doth  fo  this  Defign  attains  its  End,  which 
is  the  Imployment  of  the  Poor.  Tkf  it  yields 
not  the  Mafter  or  Trader  any  gain,  yet  it 
yields  the  Poor  a  fubflftence  in  their  Wages 
and  Work.  It  is  true  a  private  Tradefman 
looks  to  gain  fo  much  as  may  at  leaft  main¬ 
tain  himfelf  and  his  Family.  And  if  he  doth 
pot,  he  gives  over  his  Trading,  as  not  anfwer* 
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ing  his  e  nd  *  and  it  may  be  in  feme  cafes  rea? 
fonable  to  do  fo :  But  though  here  be  little  or 
no  gain,  yet  the  End  is  attained,  becaufe  the 
Poor  are  impjoyed  and  paid,  though  the  Stock 
increafe  not. 

3.  Or  elfe  there  h  Lofs.  To  this  I  fay  *,  1. 
If  there  be  Lofs,  yet  it  is  but  gradual,  not 
altogether.  Suppofe  it  be  twenty,  thirty,  or 
lorty  Pounds  in  a  Year,  in  a  Stock  of  four 
hundred  Pounds,  and  by  that  account,  yet 
this  Stock  will  not  be  wholly  exhaufted  in 
five  or  fix  Years  ^  and  if  it  Ihould  be  fo,  yet 
the  Lofs  to  the  Parifti  would  not  be  more  than 
it  would  be  of  its  old  courfe  of  contribution 
at  the  heighth  that  it  would  have  been  du-? 
ring  the  '{pending  of  that  Stock  which  is 
thereby ,  as  before  is .  obferved ,  in  a 
great  meafure  .remedied.,.  2..  Thefe  decays  may 
poffible  be  repaired  by  Charitable  Gifts  and 
Bequefts.  3/  But  if  it  were  not,  yet  fuch  gra¬ 
dual  decays  may  be  fupplied  by  the  Parifhes 
with  the  fameEafethat  theirContribution  would 
Late  "been,  all  things  confidered,  and  poffi* 
bly  better  times  of  Trade  may  happen  at 
leaf!:  once  in  two  or  three  Years,  which  may 
repair  the  lofs,  or  at  leaft  keep  the  Stock  at 
its  full  gage  with  fmall  helps.  4.  But  fuppofe 
the  worfi,  and  that  in  the  Compafs  of  three 
or  four  Years  the  whole  Stock  were  wholly 
drawn  dry  *,  I  fay  confidently,  that  the  Ad¬ 
vantage  the  Country  would  Have  by  a  courfe 
of  induftrious  Education  of  the  Poor  continued 
but  one  three  or  four  Years,  will  more  than, 
countervail  the  lois  of  a  very  confiderable 
Stock,  in  preventing  that  Trade  of  Idlenefs 
/ f  :  -\  which 
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which  grows  up  in  Poor  Families,  which  will 
daily  infinitely  increafe,  and  will  receive  a 
very  great  check,  and  poifibly  fuch  as  will  tor 
ever  prevent  the  return  of  fuch  a  courfe  of  Life 
by  the  interruption  of  a  trad:  ot  three  or  tour 
Years  of  Imployment,  and  will  put  thoufands 
In  that  trad:  of  time  into  a  courfe  of  trade  and 
livelihoods which  they  will  carry  with0  therr^ 
all  their  lives  after.  5.  And  befides  all  this. 

It  is  not  likely  the  trade  will  fuller  a  perpe¬ 
tual  interruption,  but  even  while  this  Stock 
is  in  this  wane  and  declination,  private  Men 
will  be  trading,  and  then  in  this  decay  and  de¬ 
clination  of  the  Stock  (if  it  fhould  be  unfup* 
plyed)  there  will  be  work  at  private  Hands, 
and  Perfons  inftruCted  and  fitted  and  able  to 
do  it,  which  may  prevent  a  total  interruption 
of  an  iudiiftrious  Education,  and  may  give  fame 
intervals  of  relaxation  of  the  Imployment  of 
the  common  Stock,  at  leaft  in  that  fullnefs  as 
formerly,  till  it  be,  recruited  by  new  fupplies. 

6.  But  yet  farther,  the  Method  of  the  propo- 
fed  Imployment,  though  it  be  principally  bot¬ 
tomed  upon  the  trade  of  Woolen  Cloathing, 
yet  it  will  have  other  fupplies ,  ‘as  is  pro¬ 
pounded,  as  making  of  Kerfyes,  Baize,  Knit¬ 
ting  of  Stockings,  dreiling  and  ordering  of 
Hemp  and  Flax,  and  Spinning  and  Weaving 
it.  And  though  there  were  no  other  but  the 
Woollen  Manufacture,  yet  if  it  fhould  pleafe 
©ur  Superiors  to  interdict  the  Wearing  of  fo¬ 
reign  Manufactures,  our  own  confumption  at 
home,  and  the  neceffity  that  they  have  in  fo¬ 
reign  parts  of  our  Woollen  Manufactures,  would 
double  the  Trad?  of  Woollen  Manufactures.  - 
•'.7  '  L  .  s  ’  f 

$•  QfyV 
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5,  Oh}.  The  Poor  have  Work  already  if  they 
will  work,  and  the  fetting  up  of  fuch  a  pub- 
lick  Trade  will  but  make  Workmen  the 
more  independent,  and  decline  the  Imlpdyr 
ment  of  private  Traders,  which  will  tend  to  the 
decay  of  Trade. 

I  AnCwer.  1 .  It  is  true  when  Trading  is  quickt 
poffibly  they  may  have  Work  enough,  but  up¬ 
on  any  check  in  Trade  they  are  oftentimes  tur¬ 
ned  off,  unlefs  they  will  work  at  extream  low 
Wages  and  ill  paid.  2.  When  work  is  fc 
plenteous  at  private  Hands,  there  may  be  an  in* 
termiffion  or  relaxation  of  the  Imployment  of 
the  common  Stock :  Efpeciaily  if  they  can  have 
better  Wages  at  private  Hands  •,  for  it  will 
be  enough  for  this  to  be  fupplemental  of  the 
dcfcdls  of  work  at  others  Hands,  and  it  fuffici- 
cntly  attains  its  End  if  it  may  be  a  refuge  at 
the-  time  of  need  for  thofe  that  would  work 
and  cannot  get  it,  and  an  Expedient  to  en?  • 
force  thofe  to  work  that  can  and  will  not 

*  i  *  *  * .  •  *  «  • 

6.  Objection.  Poor  that  do  their  work  well, 
.and  are  honefl,  and  induftrious,  cannot  want- 
work  when  any  is  to  be  had  in  the  Country, 
and  thofe  that  are  not  imployed,  are  either 
iiich  as  will  not  work,  or  cannot  tell  how  to 
work,  or  will  ftcal  and  purloin  the  Work: 
Thefe  will  undo  the  Work-Houfe. 

I  apfwer  1 ,  Some  times  there  are  when  the. 
hoiieftefl  Workmen  cannot  get  Work,  and  thj$ 
will  be  a  referve  for  them.  2.  But  as  for 
others,  here  will  be  an  Expedient  to  teach 
th,em  to  work  that  cannot,  and  to  compell 

them 
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them  to  work,  that  can,  and  to  punilh 
them,  that  are  Difhoneft  in  their  Work. 

3.  And  if  there  were  no  puniihment,  yet 
when  a  Work^Houfe  and  Stock  is  oncefettled? 
that  would  be  fufficient  to  make  them  work:  For 
when  every  Man  were  oncefure  that  they  that 
would  honeftly  Work  might  have  it,  and  rea- 
fonable  Wages,  ever/  Wanderer  and  Beggar 
would  be  efteemed  fuch  a  perfon  as  will  not 
work,  or  will  be  dilhofteft  in  it,  and  not  fit 
to  be  relieved,  but  the  Law's  to  be  feverely 
“put  in  Execution  againft  them. 

7.  Obj.  But  where  fhall  we  have  Men  that 
will  undertake  the  imployment,  and  be  faithful 
and  trufty  in  it  ? 

H; .  O  / 

I  anfwer.  1.  There  be  many  poor  and 
honeft  Men,  who  for  a  finall  Salary  and 
a  Room  or  two  to  work  and  lodge  in 
the  Work-Houfe,  would  be  fit  enough  to 
undertake  the  Imployment  of  a  Mafter, 
and  yet  he  would  have  nb  great  truffi 
upon  him  $  for  the  Stock  would  be  lodged 
in  the  Hands  of  the  Overfeers  ,  and  they 
to  delivenit  out,  and  take  Weekly  or  Month- 
ly  Accounts :  Which  Overfeers  may  be  fub** 
Itantial  Men,  and  at  no  great  trouble ,  and 
elegible  either  by  the  Juftices  of  Peace,  or  Pa- 
rifhioners,  yearly,  or  once  in  three  Years,  and 
their  trouble  would  be  no  greater  than  the 
trouble  of  Overfeers  of  the  Poor,  or  Church-1 
wardens  in  any  Parifh.  •  ^ 

And  thus  I  have  haftily  and  curforily  gone 
though  the  Methods,  Reafons  and  Object 
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tions  of  this  Propofal,  which  I  am  fure,  if 
it  can  be  brought  to  a  due  accomplifhment,  is. 


i.  A  Work  of  great  Humanity,  and  fuch 
as  we  owe  to  thofe  of  our  own  Nature  as 
we  are  Men.  The  wify  God  did  tell  his  am 
cient  People,  that  the  Poor  lhould  be  always 
■among  them^  which  was,  i.  To  exercife 
their  Liberality  and  Charity  in  fupplying 
the  wants  of  fome  by  the  abundance  of  o- 
thers.  And  2.  To  exercife  their  difcretion 
and  induftry,  to  think  of  and  fet  on  foot* 
fuch  means  as  might  put  them  in  a  courle 
of  honeft  Imployment and  encourage 
them  in  it.  They  that  are  Rich  are  Stewards 
of  their  Wealth,  and  they  that  are  \^ife  are 
Stewards  of  their  Wifdom,  unto  that  great 
Mafter  of  the  Family  of  Heaven  and  Rarth,  to 
whom  they  muft  give  an  account  ot  both  ^ 
and  one,  I  am  fure,  of  the  beft  accounts 
they  can  give  of  both,  is  to  imploy*  them  in 
the  Reformation  and  Relief  of  thofe  that 
Want  both  or  either.  Am  I  wiy  Brother  $ 
Keeper ,  was  the  anfwer  of  one  of  the  worfl:  of 
M  na 


2.  A  Work  that  as* well  becomes  a  Chrif- 
tian  as  any,  Chriftianity  recommending  Cha- 
rity,  as  one  of  the  principal  Chriftian 
Virtues.  And  indeed  the  ill  Provision  for  j 
the  Poor  in  England,  is  one  of  the  greatefl 
reproaches  to  ns  in  relation  to  our  Chriftian  1 
Frcfeflion.  »  1 

V  1  '  .  I 
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Relief  of  the  Poor  in  a  way  of  Induftry,  is  that  § 

Which  fills  the  Goals  with  Malefactors,  and 
fills  the  Kingdom  with  idle  and  unprofitable 
Ferfons  that  confume  the  Stock  of  the  King¬ 
dom  without  improving  it ,  and  that  will  ^  v 

daily  increafe  even  to  a  defolation  in  time.  1%  ft 

And  this  Error  inthefirfl:  Conco&ion,  is  ne¬ 
ver  remediable  but  by  Gibbets  and  Whip¬ 
ping.  But  there  ltiuft  be  a  found,  prudent 
and  refolved  Method  for  an  Induftrious  Edu¬ 
cation  of  the  Poor,  and  that  will  give  bet¬ 
ter  Remedy  againft  thefe  Corruptions  than 
the  after -gain  9!'  Penalties  cam 
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